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ChUdE£Dls Choices 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATUREDPagesi22 & 23 


CRC team 
respond to 
criticism of 
the ‘Perfect 

Pitch’ - READ THE 

FULL STORY ON PAGE 4 


Samantha 


Songs, dance and corni; jokes - it has to be panto! 



ABOVE: 

Peterston-super-Ely’s 
village pantomime 
featured a cast of 
thousands, all looking 
great in colourful 
costumes. (For more 
photographs by 
IAN DIXON, 
see page 6). 


I adies Fashions 
ond Accessories 


70 % 

OFF 

SALE 

Last few days! 


WWW. shampan. org. net 

/la fno an 


Award Winning Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 



Spice up 

Valentine’s I 
Day 

Lady diners 
receive a 
I compiimentary\ 
rose. 

Now booking | 
Mother’s 
Day 

Sunday, 
10th March 


4 Wick Road, 
Ewenny, CF35 5BL 
Tel. 01656 658388 


Specials 


3 Course Meal only 
£7.95 per person 

Available every week - 
Mon, Tue & Thurs 5.30-7.00pm. 
Offer includes FREE glass 
of house wine/soft drink, 
dine in only. 


NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) £4.95 


Wednesday 
all evening 

5 Course Meal £8.95 
5.30pm-11pm 


Our 

are too 
good to miss! 


NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Buffet 12 noon - I I pm 


^ Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 



Call for the Vale 
Council to give 
"the facts’ on 
school closures 


THE Vale Council 
is being asked to 
bring forward an 
annonncement 
abont possible 
school closnres as 
rnmonrs sweep the 
Vale. 

Last week, The GEM 
reported that an 
announcement on a 
school re-organisation 
programme would be 
made in early March. 

A major factor in the 
reorganisation was 
Welsh Government 
advice that the overall 
school system in the 
Vale should not have too 
many surplus places. 

Since then, there has 
been speculation that as 
many as three schools in 
the Vale could be ear¬ 
marked for closure. 

At Llancarfan 
Primary School, a meet¬ 
ing called to review the 
Vale’s new school 
admissions policy (see 
article on page 17) will 
now, after requests from 
parents, also address the 
issue of school closures. 

The chair of gover¬ 
nors at the school, Jill 
Davies, told The GEM: 
“Eollowing the article 


that appeared in The received a number of 
GEM detailing proposals queries and concerns 
for restructuring schools from parents and the 
and mentioning possible local community.” 
school closures, we (Continued on page 4) 


REPORT 
by PHILIP 
IRWIN 
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American 'friend’ 
who rallied to our 
wartime seamen 


I N Barry, we 
have a magnifi¬ 
cent, restored 
Merchant Navy war 
memorial outside 
the Civic Offices. 

Many tragedies - 
sometimes multiple - 
from the same family- 
are recorded there. 

Before they met their 
terrible end, did any of 
those men (I believe they 
are all men) know of 
Lady Malcolm Douglas- 
Hamilton? 

Many of those who 
survived the Atlantic 
crossings in convoy or 
otherwise, and the 
Murmansk run, may 
well recall her. Why? 

She died on January 
14, aged 103, but during 
World War Two, even 
though American, she 
organised the knitting of 
warm sea boot socks, 
initially for the Royal 
Navy, which blossomed 
into 900,000 knitters and 
support staff in the 
United States. Into every 
garment was sown 
“From your American 
friends’". 

The campaign 
expanded into fresh 
ideas, such as sending 
warm clothing for troops 
rescued at Dunkirk, and 
first aid supplies for vic¬ 
tims of German bomb¬ 
ing, including those in 
south Wales. 

On 71 ships - only 
two were sunk by U- 
boats - she sent across 


the ‘Pond’ 40,000 
sleeveless sweaters; 
10,000 sweaters with 
sleeves; 30,000 scarves; 
20,000 pairs of mittens; 
18,000 pairs of sea boot 
socks, as well as ambu¬ 
lances, first aid kits, X- 
ray machines, and chil¬ 
dren’s overcoats. 

If I continue, I will fill 
the whole GEM letters ’ 
page! 

She even involved 
Buckingham Palace and 
the Queen Mother in 
fundraising support! 

Eventually, after an 
adventurous lovelife, she 
married Wing 
Commander Lord 
Malcolm Avondale 
Douglas-Hamilton, 

QBE, DEC, the 
Conservative MP for 
Inverness and brother of 
the Duke of Hamilton - 
to whom Rudolph Hess 
flew, in his vain attempt 
to seek an armistice and 
anti-Communist alliance 
with Britain. 

What a life! Many 
Barry Merchant Navy 
and Royal Navy 
sailors/seamen and their 
families will have bene¬ 
fited from her energy 
and organising skills - 
when America was not 
even in the war itself. 

She needs to be 
remembered here, in the 
Vale of Glamorgan and 
elsewhere, wherever 
Merchant and Royal 
Navy seafarers lived. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry 


Anthem composers 


W ITH refer¬ 
ence to the 
article 
headed ‘Adam’s 
starter for ten...” in 
The GEM on 
January 31, you 
printed a question 
from University 
Challenge concern¬ 
ing a song written by 
two brothers from 
Pontypridd. 

The answer given was 
the Welsh national 
anthem. Hen Wlad Ey 
Nhadau. I wonder if 
anyone else has spotted 
the error. 

They were not broth¬ 
ers, but were actually 
Evan James and his son 
James James. Evan 
James wrote the words 
and his son James, a 
harpist, composed the 
music. 

Although not born in 
Pontypridd, nevertheless, 
Evan and his son James 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


'Why can’t we 
achieve what our 
forefathers did?’ 


T he regeneration of 
Barry, something we 
have all been waiting 
for, is finally coming - but 
I wonder if it will include 
the town itself, which is in 
a sorry state? 

Barry once comprised only 
three small villages: then came 
the docks, which caused an 
explosion of development, gave 
Barry its identity, and put it on 
the map. 

Now, it’s the biggest town in 
Wales, but looks as if it’s a 


poor town - and we need to ask 
ourselves who was responsible 
for allowing our town to sink so 
low, a town that we were proud 
to be a part of and would still 
like to be? 

If you go on the Vale website 
for Barry, you will see a photo 
of Cold Knap, and old photos 
of Barry town. 

What do we see? A town 
bursting with atmosphere, 
enjoying quality shops, offering 
quality products - so different 
from the town we have today. 

Barry today lacks imagina¬ 
tion, yet it still has much to 


offer - it’s not dead yet! 

Instead of hlling our town 
with charity shops, gold dig¬ 
gers and card shops, stop being 
negative. 

Promote our town, bring 
back development, bring in 
quality shops with quality 
products. 

Barry was once a bustling 
town and, yes, it was a hard 
time then, as it is now - but 
they did it. 

Why can’t we? 

P Inch (nee Moore) 

Barry 


are remembered in 
Ynysyngharad Memorial 
Park, Pontypridd, where 
there is a fine memorial 
by Sir William 
Goscombe John. 

David Rees, 

Boverton. 

Editor’s note: Oops! 
Well spotted, Mr Rees. 

‘Remove 

rubbish!’ 

W OULD the 
lager drink¬ 
ing painter- 
decorator who 
dumped his (or her) 
debris next to the 
athletic ground, 
please come and 
remove it? 

We dog walkers do 
our best to keep 
Cowbridge clean - 
please do likewise. 
(Name and address 
supplied) 


Remember UFO? 

I T was interesting reading in The 
GEM about the crashed Spitfire. I 
can remember a plane crashing near 
Peterston, but does anyone remember the 
UFO sighted at Barry? 

My wife and I cycled from Cardiff to Barry 
Island on an August Bank Holiday Monday in the 
mid-1940s. 

It started getting cloudy, so we left for home, but 
it cleared to blue skies and that’s when everybody 
saw it - except me. 

It was shaped like a bar with a ball at each end. 
Did any other readers see it? 

Bill Lang, 

Barry. 

What is a fair 
(fuel) profit margin? 

R ecently, 

the price of 
unleaded 

petrol being sold at 
different supermar¬ 
kets (who sell more 
than a million litres 
a day, at the same 
time and in the 
same geographical 
area) has varied by 
as much as 4p per 
litre. 

These facts are dis¬ 
played on large signs at 
every garage, for the 
public to be certain 
about. It casts doubt on 
the supermarkets’ claim 
to be competitive. 

If we include all 


‘Senseless waste of 
money on airport’ 


garages m a given area, 
at a given time, the vari¬ 
ation has risen as much 
as by lOp per litre, part¬ 
ly due, no doubt, to the 
bulk-buying discounts 
which supermarkets 
enjoy. 

If we exclude the mat¬ 
ter and level of tax, 
which is a quite separate 
consideration of 
Government policy, 
these different levels of 
price to the consumer 


represent a very substan¬ 
tial percentage of the 
wholesale price paid by 
the garage to the oil 
companies. 

But it is even more 
alarming when a public 
body, the Office of Eair 
Trading, carries out an 
investigation into mat¬ 
ters arithmetical, dis¬ 
played to the whole 
nation on large electri¬ 
cally-lit signs, and 
comes to a conclusion 
which is in clear defi¬ 
ance of the indisputable 
facts, for reasons which 
we can only guess at. 

It appears that we 
need a public investiga¬ 
tor to investigate public 
bodies. 

Neville Westerman 


W ITH 

regard to 
L Pinson’s 
letter concerning 
Cardiff Airport, I 
have to say I agree 
with his comments. 

However, my argu¬ 
ment is not about differ¬ 
ences between Cardiff 
Airport and Bristol 
Airport; it is merely 
down to the enormous 
cost of purchasing and 
servicing the airport. 

The arguments about 
the distances to travel 
from these airports to 
various parts of the 
world don’t come into it. 

If you wanted to trav¬ 
el to America or 
Australia, you would 
probably have to travel 
to Heatoow or Gatwick, 
so no arguments there. 

However, at the pres¬ 
ent moment in time, we 


Food hygiene: 
‘publish ratings’ 


Share 
your views 

email 

gemeditorial 
@tindlenews.co.uk 

But remember to 
include full name , 
address, and 
telephone number! 


I WRITE in 
respect of the 
Welsh 

Government’s deci¬ 
sion to make it the 
law to publish 
hygiene ratings for 
establishments 
serving food to the 
public. 

Although we now 
have to wait for this law 
to be passed by the 
British Parliament and to 
be given royal assent, 
we at least see an exam¬ 
ple of good practice 
being brought forward 
by the legislators in 
Cardiff Bay. 

I am sure that many 


others will welcome this 
initiative, which will 
make it compulsory for 
all hygiene ratings to be 
displayed. 

At the moment, those 
with poor ratings make 
no effort to make the 
public aware of their 
failings and although 
this information is avail¬ 
able on the internet, I 
feel that members of the 
public are putting their 
health at risk by eating 
at these establishments. 

I look forward to this 
information coming into 
the public domain at the 
earliest moment in time. 
Mr S Thomas, 

Barry. 


Tragic loss of 
the SS Ashbury 

I T was with par¬ 
ticular interest 
that I read the 
article on the 
Merchant Seamen 
in your January 24 
issue. 

In the penultimate 
paragraph, it referred to 
the Second Officer who 
was one of the 42 crew 
members who lost their 
lives when the SS 
Ashbury ran aground in 
January 1945. 

It gave his name as 
‘James Ivor Morgan’. 

Actually, his name was 
Ivor Morgan James and 
he was the son (not son- 
in-law) of the Rev 
William Ingli James, 
who had been the minis¬ 
ter of Bethel Baptist 
Chapel in Barry. 

A most important 
paragraph in the official 
report into the founder¬ 
ing of the SS Ashbury, 
which was held in July 
1947, states: “Owing to 
circumstances arising 
out of a state of war 
emergency, the vessel 
was ordered to make a 
northerly passage 
around the north of 
Scotland, although, 
under normal circum¬ 
stances, this passage 


cannot afford to spend 
£80 million on this ven¬ 
ture. Cardiff council has 
just announced a £22 
million cut in its budget, 
plus over 300 job losses. 

This is also partly 
due to Carwyn Jones’ 
Government cuts to the 
settlement grants it gave 
the council. So how on 
earth can he justify 
spending our money on 
this airport, which is in 
my opinion, reckless? 

How would anyone 
feel after losing their 
jobs if they find out that 
their Welsh Government 
has spent all this money 
on a defunct airport, 
while at the same time 
they have lost their jobs 
due to cuts? 

It is senseless, and the 
idea should be shredded 
without delay. 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


would not have been 
attempted at that time of 
year!” 

The Reverend James 
and his wife had eight 
children - seven boys 
and one girl - and four 
of the boys were at one 
time or another in the 
Merchant Navy (Hector, 
Cyril, Ivor and Trevor, 
my father). 

You will realise that 
Ivor Morgan James was 
my uncle, and he was 
survived by his widow, 
Alma, and his daughter, 
Jean, both of whom, 
sadly, are deceased. 

All Ivor’s siblings 
have passed away, 
including his sister Joy. 
Some of your more 
mature readers who have 
resided in the Barry area 
for many years, especial¬ 
ly members of Bethel, 
may recall this family. 

I was born in Barry 
some four months after 
my grandfather died and 
I carry on the family 
name. 

I never had the wish 
to follow in the family’s 
maritime footsteps from 
the time I fell into the 
lake at The Knap at the 
tender age of three. 
William Ingli James, 
Cardiff. 

Memories of 
the Graf Spee 

W ITH reference to Garry 

Parsons’ letter in The GEM on 
January 31, the destroyer that 
went into the Jessing Fjord after the 
Altmark was HMS Gossack, not Eskimo. 

In the first weeks of the war, the Graf Spee sank 
nine merchant ships in the South Atlantic. 

The captain of the Graf Spee, Langsdorff, 
classed the crews as civilians, so he took them off 
their ships before he sank them, not one life was 
lost. 

The officers were kept prisoners on the Graf 
Spee, the rest of the crews on the Altmark. 

AT Bradshaw, Penarth 

Movie at the Memo 

M ay I say thank you to the Barry 
Memo for opening up the cur¬ 
tains to a cinema screen. 

It was a very enjoyable few hours watching a 
film in my home town. With the support of the 
film-going public of Barry, the frequency of show¬ 
ings will increase, as will the new releases. 

M Turnbull, 

Barry. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 14) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

07 Thur 

03.19 

8.3 

16.03 

8.5 

08 Fri 

04.33 

9.2 

17.02 

9.3 

09 Sat 

05.28 

9.6 

17.54 

9.7 

10 Sun 

06.17 

10.1 

18.40 

10.1 

11 Mon 

07.02 

10.4 

19.22 

10.2 

12 Tues 

07.42 

10.2 

19.57 

10.1 

13 Wed 

08.21 

10.3 

20.39 

9.8 

14 Thur 

09.01 

9.9 

21.11 

9.6 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could he cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenewsxo,uk • gemsales@tindlenewsxo,uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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COWBRIDGE MAYOR’S COLUMN 


A chance to gather 
thoughts, and hopes 
for an early spring 


AFTER the flurry 
of work organising 
the Mayor’s 

Concert which, with 
small amounts of 
money yet to come 
in, looks like raising 
a clear profit of at 
least £1,300, it has 
been a quieter week 
and I have had time 
to gather my 
thoughts. 

When is this weather 
going to change? We 
have had enough of the 
rain and the wind that has 
troubled so many busi¬ 
nesses and events over 
the past months. 

Let’s hope for an early 
spring. With three new 
calves having been born 
on the farm and the new¬ 
born lambs already mak¬ 
ing their way into the 
world on many others, it 
would be so nice to see 
some dry weather and 
sunshine to help them on 
their way as they skip 
and run across the fields. 

Talking of running, on 
a recent visit, in my 
capacity as chairman of 
the board of governors of 
Y Bont Faen School, I 
was impressed to see 
over 100 children from 
years three to six from 
neighbouring Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg, being 

encouraged along their 
way, as they took part in 
their weekly one-mile 
run through the grounds 


of Y Bont Faen. Well 
done Ysgol lolo children! 

I had been at a meet¬ 
ing with, Mr Griffiths, 
the headteacher of Y 
Bont Faen, during which 
we discussed the school 
PTA, and it reminded me 
of the huge amount of 
work that goes on behind 
the scenes by parents, 
family, friends and staff 
of the schools in 
Cowbridge to raise 
money for so many addi¬ 
tional needs for our chil¬ 
dren. 

I must applaud Parent 
Teacher Associations for 
all their past endeavours. 

On January 30, Coun 
Andrea Burges and I 
attended a Cowbridge 
Book Festival, launch of 
Rubbernecker by local 
author Belinda Bauer. 

It was an interesting 
evening, and we learnt a 
lot about the techniques 
and tricks of a successful 
author and gained a feel 
for the life of a writer. 

Then followed a book 
signing session in the 
delightful, newly-opened 
Maendy Room at The 
United Free Church. 

It was a very success¬ 
ful evening, and I for one 
purchased a copy of the 
book, signed by the 
author, which I sat down 
to browse on Sunday 
morning, only to find I 
could not put it down 
until I actually finished it 
in the early hours of 
Monday morning! 
Totally gripping! 



by Coun Nicola 
Thomas, Mayor 
of Cowbridge 
with 

Llanhlethian. 


Primary pupils’ 
‘wild’ weekend 


OVER 280 appli¬ 
cants from across 
Wales were success¬ 
ful in applying for 
free Homebase 
vouchers, as part of 
Keep Wales Tidy’s 
‘Have a Wild 
Weekend for Wales’ 
campaign. 

Funded by Welsh 
Government, CCW and 
Homebase, the aim of the 
weekend-long campaign 
was to encourage groups 
to create new wildlife 
habitats to improve local 
biodiversity by undertak¬ 
ing small practical proj¬ 
ects to benefit native 
species. 

Staff and children 
from Llanfair Primary 
School rolled up their 
sleeves, got back to 
nature and gave local 
wildlife a helping hand in 
the school pond area. 

They were successful 
in applying for a £100 
Homebase voucher, 
which they used to buy 
bulbs, grasses and 
bird/bat boxes. 

As part of the Wild 
Weekend for Wales, the 
school enhanced its pond 
area by planting a range 
of grasses and ferns to 
encourage wagtails and 
newts. 

Staff and pupils also 
planted a variety of bulbs 
to provide a splash of 


colour in the spring and 
finally placed bird and 
bat boxes in the sur¬ 
rounding trees. 

Governor Mr Trigg 
said: “It was great to see 
so many children get 
involved in this project. 
‘Have a Wild Weefend 
for Wales’ has enabled us 
to make a huge improve¬ 
ment to the biodiversity 
of Llanfair and hopefully 
this will benefit the local 
Pipistrelle bat popula¬ 
tion.” 

Lesley Jones, chief 
executive of Keep Wales 
Tidy, said: “I am delight¬ 
ed that so many groups 
across Wales got 
involved and did some¬ 
thing wonderful for 
wildlife. 

“They have built new 
homes for birds, bats and 
bugs; planted native 
flowers to attract bees 
and butterflies, as well as 
giving existing habitats a 
helping hand. Keep 
Wales Tidy would like to 
thank Homebase, CCW 
and the Welsh 
Government for all their 
support, ensuring that the 
‘Have a Wild Weekend 
for Wales’ has been a 
great success!” 

For more information 
on improving biodiversi¬ 
ty in your area, or other 
Keep Wales Tidy proj¬ 
ects, email 

tidy, towns @ keep- 
walestidy.org. 


Other than this, it has 
been a disappointing 
time for me in council as 
fellow councillors decid¬ 
ed to abandon my grant- 
aided bid to provide for 
the community a full 
stage lighting and sound 
system to turn the Town 
Hall into a versatile func¬ 
tion room for all. 

It seems the consensus 
of opinion is that the 
community of 

Cowbridge does not need 
such facilities, due to the 
already existing 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
facilities and the 
Cowbridge Amateur 
Dramatic Society’s mar¬ 
ket theatre. 

For my part, it was 10 
months of work down the 
drain. We are now faced 
with possibly financing a 
bill for £5,000 worth of 
more limited facilities, 
instead of pursuing 
grant-aided bids to pro¬ 
vide £30,000 worth of 
facilities at a cost of just 
£4,500 to the local tax¬ 
payer - should the grants 
become available under 
the new year’s financial 


budgets. Try as I might, I 
cannot for the life of me 
see the logic in this deci¬ 
sion, but as the majority 
of the council support the 
new idea, I have little 
choice but to sit back and 
watch - as, to my mind, 
lack of foresight once 
more leaves the commu¬ 
nity wanting. 

Well, it seems one has 
to take the rough with the 
smooth and the life of a 
councillor is not always 
as rewarding as one 
would like it to be. If any 
member of the communi¬ 
ty feels that we, as a 
town, would benefit from 
a full blown, all-round 
facility, which would 
provide a venue for the¬ 
atre, musical, pan¬ 
tomime, ballroom, wed¬ 
dings, debates, dances, 
forums, and competi¬ 
tions, email me at nico- 
la @ highfieldtylarhosyr.fr 
eeserve.co.uk. 

Just add your name 
and address and your 
brief views and if I am 
right and the facility is 
wanted and needed in the 
town, I will happily put 
all the emails together to 
form a petition to that 
effect to take to council. 

On a lighter note, 
while getting together 
with distant friends this 
week, we introduced 
them to the wonderful 
facilities of a local vine¬ 
yard. 

I have been remiss in 
not supporting the local 
vineyards more in the 
past as the facilities were 
amazing. 

We are fortunate to 
have three vineyards 
local to Cowbridge and I 
for one will be exploring 
their facilities more, and 
hope to visit them as 
often as I can from now 
on. 



COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, ^‘Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Llangan school 
ON January 31, chil¬ 
dren in years 3/4 had a 
special treat in celebra¬ 
tion of the Chinese new 
year when they were 
invited to the Golden 
Well Chinese restau¬ 
rant for a free meal and 
entertainment. 

Today, February 7, C/2 
will go to Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
to see a production of the 
musical The Sound of 
Music. 

Tomorrow (February 
8) class 5/6 at Llangan 
school will hold a talent 
competition for younger 
pupils. 

Welcome back! 
YOUNG at Heart Club 
members were delight¬ 
ed to welcome club 
chairman Arthur 

Thomas back following 
his illness; also club 
members Gloria 


Harries and Bob 
Jaques. 

Floods around 
local villages 

WHERE oh where is the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
highways department? 

I refer to the continu¬ 
ing problem of flooding 
outside the village of 
Treoes. 

At one point, a Treoes 
resident was forced to 
clear a culvert to prevent 
the flood water entering 
his home. 

I can recall local com¬ 
munity councillors taking 
it upon themselves to 
keep these culverts clear. 

Now, of course, it is 
the duty of the Vale high¬ 
ways department and 
with the modern equip¬ 
ment now available, the 
problem could be recti¬ 
fied in a very short time. 


lolo Morganwg reading 
scheme has the X-Factor! 



CHILDREN at Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg School in 
Cowbridge are to take part 
in a highly-regarded reading 
scheme, Prosiect X, thanks 
to a £1,500 donation from 
leading home builder Taylor 
Wimpey South Wales. 

‘Prosiect X’ offers a vast col¬ 
lection of fiction and non-flction 
books aimed to suit primary 
schoolchildren aged between six 
and 11 years old. In addition, 
although the books are designed 
for all pupils, to help boost 
greater reading engagement 
among boys the pictures shown 
throughout the books have been 
computer generated, which has 
proved extremely popular. 

Taylor Wimpey South Wales’ 


donation will enable the school 
to purchase a number of sets of 
the same books, which will help 
encourage the children to read 
together, under the leadership 
of the class teacher. This pro¬ 
motes reading aloud and open 
discussion to develop a greater 
understanding of the text. 

Sara Taylor, sales and mar¬ 
keting director for Taylor 
Wimpey South Wales, said: 
“We’re looking forward to 
being part of some of the class¬ 
es where the children are dis¬ 
cussing the books, and working 
more closely with the school on 
future projects.” 

Dylan Evans, head teacher at 
Ysgol lolo Morganwg School, 
commented: “Prosiect X is a 


great scheme that really does 
encourage pupils to read, par¬ 
ticularly boys. 

“As a school, we are particu¬ 
larly proud of our achievements 
in both English and Welsh with 
children achieving 90 per cent 
Level 4 (the expected outcome 
at the end of a child’s time at 
primary school) and 45 per cent 
Level 5 attainment in both lan¬ 
guages over the last four years. 

“It is recognised nationally 
that girls tend to perform better 
than boys in literacy, and the 
scheme will further aid the 
school to narrow the gap in this 
trend. The help from Taylor 
Wimpey is therefore much 
appreciated.” 


A new head for the day! 


Y BONT FAEN 
Primary School had 
a new headteacher 
and deputy head¬ 
teacher for the day 
on Monday! 

‘Miss Isles’ reports: 
On Monday, January 28, 
for one day only, I 
became Miss Isles, head¬ 
teacher of Y Bont Faen 
Primary. 

I chose Eleri Morgan 
to be my deputy head, 
because she is kind and 
helpful and very funny. 

When we got to school 
,we were in charge! We 
rang the bell for all those 
who were late and helped 
people inside. 

Next, we made the tea 
and coffee for our teach¬ 
ing staff - it was fun 
pouring the water into 
the big coffee machine 
and watching it turn into 
coffee. After that, we 
went round all the class¬ 
es and watched the chil¬ 
dren working: we 

became pirates in recep¬ 
tion, heard news in nurs¬ 
ery and did much much 
more! 

We then had to get 
ready for our first meet¬ 
ing in St Nicholas pri¬ 
mary with Mr Williams. 
He was very nice and we 
got a tour around his 
school. The children 
shared classes; for exam¬ 
ple, year-1 shared the 
class with year-2. It was 
very different to our 
school and a lot smaller. 
Next, we had a talk in his 
office and we asked ques¬ 
tions about his school. 

We had to drive back 
to school after half an 
hour to do assembly. It 
was VERY nerve-racking 


standing in front of the 
whole school and talking. 

I talked about choco¬ 
late and linked it to 
Fairtrade; I made a 
whole PowerPoint and 
read a Charlie and Lola 
book about chocolate. 
Then Eleri and I went 
back to class for half an 
hour to catch up with 
some work. 

We then went to the 
Marks and Spencers 
restaurant and I had 
macaroni cheese with 
bread crumbs and 
spinach. It was delicious! 

We decided we were 
going to buy a TV for the 
corridor so we could 
have photos of the coun¬ 
cils up, as they were get¬ 
ting ripped just stapled to 
the wall, so we went out 
to Tesco to buy a TV. 

The one we chose was 
a 22-inch with a DVD 
player which was very 
nice! 

Finally, we went to our 
last meeting with Mrs 
Thomas at Wick and 
Marcross School. 

Mrs Thomas was great 
and also gave us a tour of 
her school, which had the 
same class system as Mr 
Williams’, but it was a 
little bit more like our 
school. We couldn’t go 
outside on to the play¬ 
ground because of the 
weather, but both of the 
schools we visited were 
lovely. 

When the day ended, 
we were all very tired, 
but it was an amazing 
experience and I loved it. 
We said thank you to Mr 
Griffiths for giving us 
such a brilliant time,, 
and then we went home 
to rest. 



Miss Isles, the new head (right) with her deputy 
head Eleri who is ‘kind, helpful and funny’. 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club results 

VALE of Glamorgan Bridge Club (pairs): 

First, Vida Halford and Glyn Williams, 62.22per 
cent; second, Pat Swain and Brian Swain, 58.81; 
third, Mary Moore and Tony Disley, 57.39; 
fourth, Amy Owen and James Mangles, 56.25; 
fifth, Alan Robins and Elaine Robins, 55.97; sixth, 
Mari Jones and Teri Pollard, 53.91. 

BS 
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Rural regeneration team respond 
to the criticism of ‘Perfect Pitch’ 


RECENT articles and letters in The 
GEM have prompted the Vale 
Council’s Creative Rural 
Communities (CRC) group to defend 
its ‘Perfect Pitch’ camping project. 

Last month, campsite owner Mark Edwards, who 
owns Happy Jake’s Touring Holiday Park at 
Flemingston, attacked the project, branding it a 
waste of money that had brought little new money 
into the Vale. 

This week, CRC representatives spoke to The 
GEM and argued that the project had been a suc¬ 
cess - and said it would continue to generate extra 
business for the Vale in future years, as a result of 
getting the Vale on the map as a camping destina¬ 
tion. 

Perfect Pitch gave five landowners in the Vale - 
all relatively near the sea - an opportunity to test the 
market for visitors who wanted to camp in tents. 

CRC’s brief is to find ways of stimulating the 
rural economy. Nia Hollins, a senior rural regenera¬ 
tion officer, said: “We hold regular meetings with 
landowners seeking to diversify, and the subject of 
camping kept coming up.” 

GAP IN MARKET 

Phil Chappell, CRC’s principal rural regeneration 
officer, said: “We felt that there was a genuine gap 
in the market for visitors who want to camp in tents 
in small sites that were near to the sea. 

“In general, people who like tents don’t necessar¬ 
ily want to be on a camp site with caravans, so we 
felt that a trial was well worth it. 

“Existing caravan and touring sites were asked to 
join the Perfect Pitch project, and were publicised 
on the website.” 

The CRC team say that, considering the summer 
was very wet, they were pleased with the response 
and with the comments made by visitors. 

An independent evaluation was done by Planning 
Solutions Consulting Limited and this was released 
in the form of a 39-page booklet. 

It does include criticisms made by Mark 
Edwards, last month in The GEM, and a number of 
other criticisms of the project. 

However, the CRC team were keen to argue that 
one major criticism - that the project had taken 
business away from existing camp sites - was a 
result of a misreading of statistics in the evaluation. 

Nicola Sumner-Smith, also a CRC senior regen¬ 
eration officer, said: “In a press release, we quoted a 
comment from the evaluation that 20 per cent of the 
visitors said that they would not have come to the 


Vale were it not for the Perfect Pitch project.” 

This figure was quoted back by Mark Edwards, 
who argued that, if 20 per cent were new visitors, 
then the remaining 80 per cent were planning to 
come to the Vale anyway, and had been displaced 
from existing campsites. 

Nicola Sumner-Smith claimed this was a mis¬ 
reading of the statistics. She said: “The 80 per cent 
figure referred to people who had visited the Vale in 
the past. 

“It did not mean that they were already planning 
to come to the Vale and use an existing campsite. 
They could well have gone elsewhere to use a tent 
campsite further west.” 

Phil Chappie argued that a number of people who 
used the Perfect Pitch campsites were residents in 
the Vale, who took advantage of a few days good 
weather to go camping. 

In the case of the site at the Three Golden Cups 
at Southerndown, which catered primarily for 
young people, particularly surfers, more than 
£3,200 was taken in bookings. 

In addition, the pub reported an increase in tak¬ 
ings, and served up to 40 breakfasts on some week¬ 
end days. 

The campsite that reported the highest takings 
was the Heritage Coast site at Monknash. This site 
catered for families, and took £4,480 over the trial 
period. 

Run by Glyn and Philippa George, this is the only 
site so far to apply for full planning permission with 
the aim of taking a maximum of 30 tents. 

Mr George told The GEM: “We just want family 
groups who will sit outside their own tent or visit 
the local pub. 

“We will not be taking single sex groups, and 
there will be no clubhouse for people to gather in. 
We won’t be taking camper vans or caravans. 

“We live here ourselves, and run a popular guest 
suite. The Granary, for visitors, so we want both 
types of guests to enjoy their stay. 

“Last year, guests from the Granary and the 
campsite enjoyed their stay, and it didn’t detract 
from each other’s stay.” 

He added that local businesses were getting a 


spin off. A company specialising in ‘glamping’ will 
be including some of its tents among the 30. 

Also a neighbour’s livery yard, where British 
Show Jumping instruction is offered, is encouraging 
visitors to visit and take advantage of that attraction. 

He acknowledged that there had been local oppo¬ 
sition, but insisted that the paddock, where the 30 
tents will go, is not near to neighbours. 

One Monknash resident who is not happy at the 
campsite trial - and the fact that it now has planning 
permission to continue this year - is near neighbour 
Dave Wakefield. 

He said: “I experienced a lot of disruption as a 
result, particularly with litter and through people 
coming back from the pub. 

“However, I feel most strongly that the Vale 
Council seems to have bent over backward to make 
this happen, and has bent its own rules. 

“There is a planning policy against campsites in 
the Heritage Coast, but these campsites were just 
waved through. 

“When the plan was proposed, a council planning 
officer said that two lay-bys were needed before the 
campsite could operate. 

“This requirement was then withdrawn.” 

Michael Day Thompson, another Monknash resi¬ 
dent, told The GEM: “It has divided the communi¬ 
ty, and I do feel that it has been steamrollered 
through. 

“However, as we have lost, I feel it is important 
now to try and get the community back together,” 

A spokesperson for the Vale Council planning 
department responded: “Policy TOUR 4 of the 
Adopted Unitary Development Plan generally seeks 
to resist new campsites in the Heritage Coast. 

“However the council has to consider each case 
on its merits and determine a, if the development 
would result in demonstrable harm to the character 
of the area and b, whether there are material con¬ 
siderations which outweigh the policy. 

“The assessment principally had regard to the 
visual impact, impact on neighbours, highway safe¬ 
ty and benefits that the development may have to 
the rural economy. In this case, it was considered 
that the development would be sufficiently well 
screened and would not unacceptably impact upon 


the character of the Heritage Coast. 

“Consequently and having regard to the identi¬ 
fied tourism benefits, the proposed development 
was considered acceptable when weighed up 
against all of the relevant issues.” 

Turning to the removal of the lay-by planning 
condition, the spokesperson said: “The condition in 
question was initially requested by the council’s 
highways engineer who advised, at the time of the 
previous application, that the lane was such that 
passing would be problematic. 

“Following receipt of an application to remove 
that condition, the planning department was 
required to consider whether the condition was 
strictly necessary to allow the development to go 
ahead. 

“In this respect, the highway officer noted that 
since the time of the previous application, the coun¬ 
cil’s highways maintenance section had carried out 
routine highway verge maintenance to cut back veg¬ 
etation on the verge along side the carriageway. 

“The result of this was to materially improve vis¬ 
ibility relative to the situation at the time of the pre¬ 
vious application, to an extent which allowed vehi¬ 
cles sufficient opportunity to see oncoming traffic, 
such that they would be able to wait within the car¬ 
riageway at a point where oncoming traffic could be 
allowed to pass. 

“In addition, areas of vegetation and large stones 
that had previously been overhanging or partially 
sited within the highway (adjacent to other proper¬ 
ties) had been cut back and removed, such that 
width of the available carriageway had been 
increased and this had also improved visibility 
along the lane. 

“Accordingly, while the passing bays were con¬ 
sidered necessary at the time of the previous appli¬ 
cation, it was considered that the issues listed above 
all materially improved the situation along the lane 
to an extent which meant that such a condition was 
no longer required to allow the development to pro¬ 
ceed without an adverse impact on highway safety.” 

PHILIP IRWIN 


Potential school closures are 
discussed hy worried parents 


Old Hall bridge 

JANUARY 2 - Old Hall closed for New 
Year’s eve. 

January 9 - Sims; first, Anne Hughes and Sue 
Summerhayes; second, Trish Roe and Rosemary 
Jones. 

January 14 - first, David Stephenson and Susan 
Norris; second, Beth and Phil Forbes. 

January 23 - Old Hall closed due to snow. 
January 30 - handicapped pairs competition: 
Anne Hughes and Marion East; second, Debbie 
Rosevear and Amy Owen. 


Ithcjbusinessccntrc 

Create a great first 
impression with a 
virtual office... 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

She added: We are 
holding a meeting with 
parents on Thursday, 
February 7, at 6.30pm to 
hear their views and 
plan our response.” 

Llanfair Primary 
School held a meeting 
last night (Wednesday) 
about the school admis¬ 
sions issue, but The 
GEM understands that 
parents were planning to 
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raise the schools reor¬ 
ganisation issue as well. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said: “There are rumours 
and counter rumours that 
are not helping. 

“The local authority 
needs to advise parents 
and teachers of their 
plans. Just telling a 
selected few is not 
appropriate. 

“I have received a 
number of calls and e- 
mails from worried par¬ 
ents. This situation is 
unacceptable.” 

He added: “It is 
important that the Vale 
Council understands that 
the presence of a school 
can often be the heart of 
the community. 

“Successful schools 
need to be allowed to 
expand and the ones that 


have shown improve¬ 
ment should be encour¬ 
aged.” 

A Vale Council 
spokesperson said: “A 
report suggesting 
changes to how schools 
are organised in the Vale 
will be considered by 
the county council’s cab¬ 
inet on March 4. 

“The Vale Council is 
keen to reassure resi¬ 
dents that the report only 
makes proposals, and 
any future changes to 
schools in the Vale will 
be the subject of exten¬ 
sive consultation with 
parents and other stake¬ 
holders.” 

Coun Chris Elmore, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services at the 
council, said: “The 
report will recommend a 


number of changes to 
how schools are organ¬ 
ised in the Vale to make 
sure we have the right 
schools in the right 
places for the future and 
to make the best use of 
our resources. 

“The proposals take 
into account the advice 
of the Lifelong Learning 
Scrutiny Committee’s 
'School Places Review 
Group’, and will involve 
a number of changes 
affecting several schools 
across the Vale. 

“The Welsh 
Government recom¬ 
mends that there should 
be no more than 10 per 
cent surplus school 
places. 

“As at September 
2012, the Vale had 14.74 
per cent surplus places 


Brownies and ‘Purple 
Bus’ help homeless 


AT an open afternoon in Wick 
Village Hall, the Wick and St 
Brides Major Brownies put on 
an excellent exhibition of all 
their work throughout the past 
year, and combined it with a 
collection of scarves, gloves, 
hats and socks for homeless 
people. 

They were helped by the Salvation 
Army Purple Bus in Cardiff which 
provides an outreach service. 

The bus provides services and sup¬ 
port to rough sleepers in Cardiff and 
is usually based outside the National 


Museum from 6.30pm to 9pm. 

Jane Hutt, the Vale’s AM, visited 
the exhibition and was shown around 
by Girl Guide leaders who work with 
the local Brownies at Wick Village 
Hall. 

She said: “It was a delight to meet 
Brownies and their Guide leaders 
who contribute so much of their time 
and experience as volunteers. 

“I was impressed with their aware¬ 
ness of social need, and their support 
for the Salvation Army Purple Bus 
project. Well done to the Wick and St 
Brides Major Brownies and Guides!” 


in its primary schools, 
which ties up funding 
that could be better 
spent on teaching and 
learning. 

“In some areas, there 
is increased demand for 
school places as a result 
of new housing develop¬ 
ment, which means it 
has been necessary to 
review catchment areas 
in parts of the Vale.” 

Coun Elmore contin¬ 
ued: “The primary aim 
of the proposals is to 
continue to improve 
education standards in 
all the Vale’s schools for 
our current and future 
pupils. 

“The proposals, if 
implemented, would 
result in savings in the 
region of £695,000, 
which will be reinvested 
in schools to ensure we 
meet this aim. 

“Of course any 
changes will be the sub¬ 
ject of extensive consul¬ 
tation.” 

A Welsh Government 
spokesperson confirmed 
that surplus places was 
an issue of concern, say¬ 
ing: “As we’ve said pre¬ 
viously, surplus places, 
where these are leading 
to a waste of resources, 
need to be tackled 
urgently. 

“Where schools can 
be organised more effi¬ 
ciently and effectively, 
local authorities need to 
take decisive action. The 
reduction of surplus 
school capacity is not an 


end in itself. 

“Any proposals for 
change, including school 
organisation proposals, 
should contribute to the 
provision of schools 
which deliver the best 
possible educational 
experiences for children 
and young people.” 

Alun Cairns added: “I 
have no doubt that there 
will be opposition to the 
Vale Council’s plans and 
will do all I can to sup¬ 
port the parents and 
teachers. 

“I would ask them to 
contact me, if they think 
I can help. 

“Some schools are 
organising meetings to 
brief parents, while oth- 
ers are not.” 

BRIDGE 

RESULTS 

RESULTS for 
Cowbridge and 
District 
(Llanbleddian) 
Bridge Club, 

January 29: 

First, Anne Hughes 
and Teri Pollard, 63.64; 
second, Marian Arnold 
and Sheena Sarjeant, 
61.36; third, Glenda 
Roberts and Amy Owen 
60.1; fourth, Debbie 
Rosevear and Mearl 
Owen 59.09; fifth, Colin 
and Barbara 

Easterbrook 57.07. 
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Best-selling Vale author 
launches Rubhernecker 



Belinda also spent time 


ABOVE: Award-winning Vale 
author Belinda Bauer was 
interviewed by Gail Foley. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

by MIKE DAVIES 


A large group of 
Cowbridge and 
Vale residents was 
treated to a special 
celebration on 
Wednesday, 

January 30, at the 
United Free Church 
in Cowbridge. 

They were celebrating 
the launch of award-win¬ 
ning local author 
Belinda Bauer’s latest 
crime novel 
Rubhernecker. 

Welcoming guests to 
the first event of the 
Cowbridge Book 
Festival of 2013, Polly 
Osborn of Transworld 
Publishers was quick to 
point out that her com¬ 
pany are keen to focus 
on this talented author 
and she was delighted to 
see the Mayor of 


Cowbridge, Nicola 
Thomas, and her con¬ 
sort, and so many mem¬ 
bers from local reading 
groups present. 

The main attraction of 
the evening was an illu¬ 
minating and intriguing 
interview with Belinda 
conducted by former 
BBC broadcaster Gail 
Foley. 

These two highly- 
articulate women soon 
established a good rap¬ 
port which gradually 
encompassed the whole 
audience in a lively and 
fascinating discussion. 

It was a sincere and 
frequently very amusing 
conversation and both 
ladies should be congrat¬ 
ulated on providing such 
a highly professional and 
entertaining event. 

On behalf of the 
Cowbridge Book 



Festival, Jaci Harries 
thanked Belinda and 
Gail for their enlighten¬ 
ing talk. 

She also thanked 
Dome Harris and the 
ladies of the Old Hall 
Reading Group who pro¬ 
vided the splendid 
refreshments. 

Jaci then went on to 
explain that this coming 
year it has been decided 
to change the format for 
the festival. 

In 2013, there will be 
a calendar of events to 
mn throughout the year 
offering more flexibility 
to both authors and 
organizers. 


It will enable the fes¬ 
tival to attract high pro¬ 
file authors with new 
books to promote, as and 
when they are published 
rather than at a fixed 
time in May. 

During the last two 
years, the Cowbridge 
Book Festival has raised 
and donated over 
£20,000 to charities. 

All 2013 proceeds 
will be donated to 
Leukaemia & 

Lymphoma Research 
and The Noah’s Ark 
Appeal Children’s 
Hospital of Wales. 

Followers of the festi¬ 
val should check the 


website, local press and 
social media for 
announcements of forth¬ 
coming events. 

SRC 


Jail for local 
man after 
cannabis 
plants search 


CANNABIS plants 
which would have 
resulted in drugs 
worth more than 
£30,000 being sold 
on the street were 
discovered when 
police searched a 
house in Dinas 
Powys, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
heard. 

Milan Pitroda (28) 
who was renting the 
property at the time and 
who took a part in setting 
up the operation, was 
jailed for six months. 

Pitroda, of Wayside 
Cottages, admitted a 
charge of producing 
cannabis. 


Judge Fieri Rees said: 
“You allowed others to 
use your premises in 
return for a limited 
reward.” 

She said he had assist¬ 
ed in setting up the plants 
and was not going to be 
involved in supplying the 
dmg 

She said an aggravat¬ 
ing feature was that on 
three occasions in the 
past, Pitroda had been 
involved in drugs 
offences. 

“This was a small, 
commercial operation,” 
she said. 

Prosecutor David 
Pugh said that on 
October 12, 2011, police 
went to the house and in 
a bedroom found 39 


COWBRIDGE RFC BACK IN 
ACTION THIS WEEKEND 


WITH four games recently 
postponed, Cowbridge RFC 
are fortunate that Clwb Rygbi 
Caerdydd have agreed to play 
this Saturday. 

The youth kick off at 12noon 
against Penarth followed by the sec¬ 
onds against Clwb Rygbi at L30pm 
and the first XV kicking off at 1.30pm 


at the Athletic Field. 

Please all come and support the 
boys on Saturday afternoon and then 
enjoy the club afterwards. 

The following Saturday, we enter¬ 
tain Barry at the Athletic Field fol¬ 
lowed by Wattstown at home on 
March 2 and Penygraig away on 
March 23. 

RV/RK 


cannabis plants growing. 

There was a sophisti¬ 
cated hydroponic and 
lighting system. 

The plants were 
young, said Mr Pugh, 
and if a full crop had 
been harvested, it would 
have had a potential 
street value of up to 
£30,710. 

The court made an 
order that the plants be 
destroyed. 

Carl Williams, for 
Pitroda, said that the 
delay in bringing the case 
to court was because his 
client had spent some 
time in hospital. 

“It was a small 
cannabis factory unit, 
and he didn’t play a 
major role in the opera¬ 
tion. He would not have 
known the final yield, but 
I accept that he helped to 
set up the operation and 
allowed the premises to 
be used for it. 

“True, he played a sig¬ 
nificant role, but it was at 
the lower range.” 

The judge warned 
Pitroda that if he came 
before the court again for 
producing or supplying 
drugs, sentence would be 
in years, not months. 

AJ SICLUNA 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 
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IT’S PANTOMIME TIME IN PETERSTON 
VILLAGE - ‘OH, YES IT IS’...‘OH, NO IT ISN’T!’ 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by IAN DIXON 

MEMBERS of the Peterston-super-Ely 
drama group were on stage in the com¬ 
munity hall last month for their annual 
pantomime, and it went down a storm. 

This year’s production was ‘Snow White’ with all 
the usual ingredients of dance, songs, corny jokes and 
loud audience participation! 

The cast, aged from seven to 70, entertained three 
full houses over three nights and, following a decade 
of successful shows, producer Helen Timms was pre¬ 
sented with a memento at the after show party. 
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Chris Lewis with some of the cadets 
from 2117 (Kenfig Hill) Squadron, 
Royal Air Force Air Cadets. 



Cadet Officer Chris 
selected for Queen’s 
commission in RAF 


STAFF and cadets at No3 Welsh Wing, 
RAF Air Cadets have congratulated 
Officer Cadet Chris Lewis, who has been 
selected for a Queen’s commission in the 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 
(training) branch at RAF College 
Cranwell’s officer aircrew selection cen¬ 
tre in Lincolnshire. 

A spokesperson reports: “Chris, a volunteer 
instructor with 2117 (Kenfig Hill) Squadron, is the 
first adult in the Wing to successfully complete the 
new selection procedures. 

“These were introduced last year to bring the Air 
Cadet organisation into line with arrangements used 
by the parent organisation, the Royal Air Force.” 

Pilot Officer Rhys Thomas of 293 (Cowbridge) 
Squadron, who was the last officer in the Wing to 
be commissioned under the old arrangements, said: 
“This is a first for No3 Welsh Wing, so now Chris 
can share his secrets on how it's done! Massive 
congratulations to Chris.” 

Already, other aspirants for a Queen’s commis¬ 
sion are queuing up to ask Chris to share his expe¬ 
riences. 

Chris joined the Air Cadets as a 14-year-old with 
275 (Nantyglo and Blaina) squadron. 


Familiar 
and new faces 
welcomed 


THE first meeting 
of 2013 Cowbridge 
Friendship Club 
welcomed back a 
member who had 
been absent for a 
while, and it was 
also nice to wel¬ 
come two new 
members who we 
hope will continue 
to come to our 
meetings. 

Other members 
brought along photo¬ 
graphs of themselves, 
either as babies or young 
girls, and in many 


HISTORY 

DISPLAY 

A new exhibition of 
local history photo¬ 
graphs is being held at 
Cowbridge library this 
month. 

It follows on from the 
one held in December 
and January. 

“Very many thanks 
for all the written and 
verbal comments so far 
and the interest shown,” 
says Betty Alden. 


instances it was ‘a case 
of mistaken identity’. 

Even the volunteers 
took part and found they 
were struggling, but two 
members did manage to 
correctly guess six of the 
photographs - perhaps 
they had a keener eye, or 
was it the fact that they 
kept staring at the mem¬ 
bers noses, eyes and 
ears! 

Everyone still enjoyed 
the afternoon, which was 
followed by the usual tea 
with homemade sand¬ 
wiches and cakes. 

The next meeting 
which will be held on 
Thursday, February 28, 
when members will be 
given an insight into 
what makes a good con¬ 
testant for television 
quiz shows. 

We always have a 
variety of activities at 
our meetings, so if you 
or anyone you know 
would like to join our 
Friendship Club, where 
transport is provided, 
please telephone 01656 
668446. 

PAT SMITH, 
(Leader). 


As an adult, walking past the recruitment stand 
at the Swansea airshow in 2011, he remembered the 
fun he had had as a cadet. 

He asked for an application form to become an 
adult volunteer and applied to join the staff of 2117 
(Kenfig Hill) squadron. 

Chris said: “I was fortunate enough to be in a 
position with my full time employer to be able to 
attend every Squadron parade night. After a short 
time, I was asked to become health safety and envi¬ 
ronment officer for the squadron. 

“I had always enjoyed hiking and I joined the 
basic expedition leadership course too. This is 
designed to enable senior cadets and adult staff to 
achieve a nationally recognised qualification, and 
provides certification for leading cadets on day 
walks and expeditions.” 

His other duties on the squadron include making 
visits to RAF stations, attending annual camp, and 
taking part in other exciting adventure training 
opportunities, and undertaking skills development 
in a number of areas. 

Last year, Chris was asked to consider a uni¬ 
formed role, and urged to become a commissioned 
officer. He was offered more roles in the 
squadron, and having successfully completed a 
number of training courses, was selected to attend a 
board at the officer aircrew selection centre, which 
he did last December. 

Chris is “absolutely delighted” and proud to be a 
representative of the Royal Air Force, the Air 
Cadets, No3 Welsh Wing and especially of 2117 
(Kenfig Hill) Squadron. He hopes to be an inspira¬ 
tion for others looking for similar responsibilities 
and excitement. 


Get together for 
St David’s Day! 


THE St David’s 
Day Supper on 
March 2 at 
Llanblethian gives 
an opportunity for 
people in the village 
to get together and 
make new friends, 
as well as meet up 
with old ones. 

The charge will be 
£15 per head and we will 
be providing copious 
amount of cawl, cheese 
and other goodies, as 
well as Welsh cakes and 
puddings. 

As usual, the price 
includes lashings of 
wine or soft drinks. 

The last event was a 
cold buffet and wine 
night, which had the 
additional object of rais¬ 
ing money to fund the 
Jubilee fete which was. 


unfortunately, rained off. 
Most of the money was 
spent on insurance, 
which was not refund¬ 
able, and prizes. 

We would like to try 
and have a fete or similar 
event this year - after 
consulting the long 
range weather forecast 
(!) and are therefore 
making the above event 
a fundraiser, hence the 
charge of £15, which 
should mean there is a 
surplus towards the fete. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact Beverly 
Tonkin - beverly- 
tonkin@btinternet.com - 
01446 772704; Lynne 
Mulcahy 

lynnemul@onetel.com - 
771308; Jane Kemp - 
janejcemp @ btinternet. c 
om - 774898. 

MB 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-today. co. uk 
/llantwit-major-todax). couk 


Jail for local man who 
stole £20,000 from 
his own grandmother 


A LOCAL authority 
worker who stole 
£20,000 from his 80- 
year-old grand¬ 
mother to fund his 
gambling addiction 
has been jailed for 
one year at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Roff Jones (35) was 
said by Recorder Mark 
Powell to have commit¬ 
ted “despicable 

offences”. 

Jones, of Park 
Crescent, Barry, who had 
no previous convictions, 
pleaded guilty to three 
charges of fraud and 
charges of theft, and 
using an article for use in 
the course of fraud and 
theft. 

The Recorder told 
him: “I have to send you 
to prison. This was a 
series of serious, mean 
and despicable offences 
against your grandmoth¬ 
er by means of forgery, 
and stealing money from 
her.” 

He said she was enti¬ 
tled to the support of her 
family and not have one 
of them steal from her. 

He said she was a vul¬ 
nerable person and was 
entitled to Jones being a 
support, not a thief. 
Jones, he added, had let 
his family down badly. 

Prosecutor Hywel 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


Hughes said the victim 
was Mrs June Parry. 

“Jones had gambling 
problems and accessed 
her Santander bank 
account via cheque 
books and bank cards.” 

To supplement his 
drawings, Jones took out 
a loan in her name and 
when it went into her 
account, he withdrew the 
cash. 

Matters came to light 
in June when a finance 
company representative 
contacted Mrs Parry 
about an application for a 
loan which she had not 
made. 

She contacted a rela¬ 
tion and discovered that 
bank statements had been 
falsified. The bank was 
contacted and they con¬ 
firmed that. 

Altogether, there were 
70 withdrawals. In 
September, said Mr 
Hughes, Jones contacted 
his grandmother and 
asked her to obtain a loan 
of £5,500 for him. 

She agreed, then with¬ 
drew her permission. 
Jones said he would can¬ 
cel it, but he didn’t. 

The loan went into her 
account and the bulk of it 
was withdrawn by Jones. 

The bank, said Mr 
Hughes, had reimbursed 


Mrs Parry £15,921. 

When arrested, Jones 
accepted what he had 
done and said he had 
intercepted her bank 
statements, replacing 
them with false state¬ 
ments. 

He himself estimated 
he had taken about 
£20,000.Barrister David 


Pinnell said: “This man 
had a huge weakness - an 
addiction to gambling 
which took over his life.” 

He said he had made a 
real effort to change his 
behaviour. It had once 
been an on-going prob¬ 
lem. 

He said in the future, 
he might well re-build 
the bridges between him¬ 
self and his parents and 
others. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHEBY & 
LXANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


Lent lunch 

THE St Cadoc’s 
Church Lent Lunch, 
price £4, will be 
served in the 
Llancarfan Village 
Hall between 

12.30pm and 2pm 
on Thursday, 

February 14. 

The church, like the 
school, is at the heart of 
the village, so we would 
hope that as many as 
can, will support the 
event. 

Lent is a time for self- 
sacrifice and the pro¬ 
ceeds from the lunch (a 


simple bowl of soup and 
bread) will be donated to 
charity. Please join us. 

The details published 
last week concerning a 
change of date for the 
village show were incor¬ 
rect, it will now take 
place on July 13, not the 
17 and anyone who 
wishes to propose an 
item for the schedule in 
either the adult or chil¬ 
dren ’s classes is asked to 
contact the organisers, 
as are those who would 
be interested in being a 
steward. 

Please contact either 
Susan Taylor 781337 or 
Ann Ferris 781350. 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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comiiiiiffi CBmiE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurhished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

EXTRADisCOUNTFEVERY'SATURDAY 
DURING FEBRUARY Only with this advert 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 

at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 
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MIKE INSPIRES WELSH 
MEDIUM RUGBY PUPILS 


r . 



PUPILS from Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg and Ysgol lolo Morganwg 
recently welcomed Wales and British Lion 
rugby star Mike Phillips to the school. 

The Welsh scrum half, who plays for French side 
Aviron Bayonnais, took time out of his schedule to 
meet and talk to pupils and help inspire them to get 
involved in sport and lead a healthy lifestyle. 

The bilingual event was organised by Peter 
Griffiths of PGIO Coaching and Sarah Jayne 
Photography,which also provid^ed the children with 
an opportunity to learn about Phillips’ successful 
rugby career and take part in a question and answer 
session with the Wales star. 

Mike said: “It was great visiting the schools and 
helping educate and inspire the pupils to take up 
sport and lead a healthy lifestyle. I’m pleased 1 and 
can give something back to local children and help 
promote rugby and sport in Wales. PG 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 




fit# y| 


fV 


Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides;. 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•The World’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



A A 


LEFT: 

Welsh 

star, 

Mike 

Phillips, 

with 

rugby 

fans from 

the two 

Welsh 

medium 

schools. 


Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth,CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


A very happy 
100th, Alice! 



THE Mayor of Barry, Coun Les Sword, 
was at Springbank Nursing Home in Barry 
on January 25, to visit resident Mrs Alice 
Dalton, who celebrated her 100th birthday, 
with a party attended by her family. 

The Mayor presented Mrs Dalton with a 
bouquet of flowers on behalf of the town 
council. 


CCTV observers 
trigger arrests 

POLICE arrested 12 
people in the Vale 
during the last week 
in January, aided by 
information provided 
by CCTV operators. 

The Vale Council’s 
CCTV monitoring team 
contacted the police 43 
times during the week 
ending January 27. 

Police made several 
arrests in Barry on 
January 23 - including 
one arrest concerning 
theft. Another person 
was arrested who was 
wanted on warrant, and 
two people were arrested 
in connection with pos¬ 
session of drugs with 
intent to supply. 

Police also arrested 
three people concerning 


criminal damage and 
racial abuse on the same 
day in Barry. 

On January 26, one 
person was arrested con¬ 
cerning an assault in 
Llantwit Major and 
another arrested con¬ 
cerning an assault and 
possession of Class B 
drugs in Penarth. 

Police made an arrest 
in connection with ani¬ 
mal cruelty, criminal 
damage and assaulting a 
police officer in Barry 
on January 27. 

On the same day, 
police arrested one per¬ 
son on suspicion of theft 
of a motor vehicle and 
another for alleged drink 
driving, both in Barry. 


OUTREACH CLINIC 
FOR CRIME VICTIMS 

THE Safer Vale Partnership has opened its 
first outreach clinic for victims and wit¬ 
nesses. 

A spokesperson said: “The clinic will be a great 
resource for anybody affected by anti-social behav¬ 
iour and hate crime in the Vale, providing general 
advice and information on the reporting process. 

“Since the introduction of the Victims Champion 
post in June 2012, 11 fully-trained volunteers have 
been recruited. These volunteers will be available to 
clients and can offer them support during what can 
be a very stressful time. ” 

The first outreach clinic will be held on Friday, 
February 8, at Barry Library, Kings Square, Holton 
Road, Barry, between 10am and 3pm. 

For more information, contact Safer Vale’s 
helpline on 01446 450 200. 


XFOR 
officers 
issue 
38 fines 

Local authority support 
company XFOR issued 
38 Fixed Penalty 
Notices in the Vale, dur¬ 
ing the week commenc¬ 
ing January 28. 

XFOR has been 
tasked by the Vale 
Council to help tackle 
dog fouling and litter¬ 
ing in the Vale. 

It is taking a zero tol¬ 
erance approach to 
environmental crimes, 
where offenders will be 
issued with a fixed 
penalty notice of £75 
without warning. 



Medieval visit gives 
teachers ideas for 
new history lessons 


EIGHT Vale teach¬ 
ers joined 

Cosmeston Rangers 
at the medieval vil¬ 
lage, to learn how it 
can be a powerful 
resource for teach¬ 
ing children about 
medieval life. 

The teachers were 
accompanied by experi¬ 
enced guide, Walter the 
Reeve (aka Ross 
O’Hennessy) who 
explained how the vil¬ 
lage developed, what the 
buildings were used for 
and what life was like 
for the everyday peasant. 

Steve Pickering, sen¬ 
ior ranger, said: “We are 
keen to promote and 
develop the Medieval 
Village and the teachers 
had some really interest¬ 
ing ideas on how we can 
expand on this. We plan 


to include many of their 
suggestions as new 
activities for future 
school visits, including 
new role playing ses¬ 
sions, wattle and daub 
wall-making, candle 
making, an archaeology 
finds workshop and 
medieval writing skills 
in our scriptorium!” 

The medieval life 
taster session was run by 


Vale Council staff at 
Cosmeston and the 
council’s school 

improvement team. 

Amanda Gould, Vale 
Council associate advi¬ 
sor with the school 
improvement services, 
commented: “It was 
such a success and 
proved so popular that 
we hope to run another 
session in February.” 


Barrivale bridge 


BRIDGE results from 
Barrivale on January 
15: 

First, Mike Close 
and Peter Millar, 62.5 
per cent; second, 
Denis Mottram and 
Ken Hannah, 59.52; 
third, Huw Thomas 
and Celia Thomas, 
55.95. Denis and Ken 


won on handicap. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. If you 
would like to join, tele¬ 
phone 01446 418380 
or 01446 733425 or 
call at ther Pioneer 
Hall, Beryl Road, 
Barry on Tuesdays at 
7pm. MB 


DENTURE 

E)^LLENCE 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


then weVe got something for you to smile about 



• your ftioc’s 
naJXini contours 

• Loo*c yoiJfs youngor 

• En|oy eating agan 

• Sntito i^ith conliclenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexceilenoeco.uk 


DENTURE 

E)fcELLENCE 

LduJ dGniiM cdra 


54-68 Nolton Street 
CF31 38P 
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YOUNG ORATORS STAR IN LOCAL 

ROTARY YOUTH SPEAKS DEBATES 



THE Rotary Club of 
Barry continued its 
support of the 
Rotary National 
Youth programme, 
designed to develop 
students’ skills, by 
organising the 2013 
Club Youth Speaks 
competition at 
Barry 

Comprehensive 
School on January 
30. 

Teams were made up 
of a chairperson, speak¬ 
er and a third person to 
give the vote of thanks. 
National rules state that 
a talk must be given as 
opposed to a debate. 
Speakers also had to 
answer a question from 
a member of the audi¬ 
ence to show they 
understood their chosen 
topic. 

In the junior section, 
three teams were 
entered; two from Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 
and one from Bryn 
Hafren Comprehensive 
School. In the senior 
section, Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive entered 
one team and Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg entered two 
teams. 

The winning junior 
team comprised Nia 
Fenn, Lois Aled and 
Caleb Darwin from 
Ysgol Bro Morgannwg. 
Their chosen topic was, 
‘Are we clowns to 
experiment with 
cloning?’ 

Prize for the best jun¬ 
ior speaker was awarded 
to Lois Aled; prize for 
the best chairperson was 
awarded to Llinos 
Jones, both from Ysgol 
Bro Morgannwg and the 
prize for the best vote of 
thanks was awarded to 
Kate Roberts, from 
Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School. 

In the senior competi¬ 
tion, the team from 
Bryn Hafren won first 
place; their chosen sub¬ 
ject was ‘Political cor¬ 
rectness has gone mad. 


PC should now RIP!’ 

Team members were 
Aimee Delaney, Lissie 
Wallington and Sarah 
Jayne Griffiths. 

The prize for the best 
senior speaker was 
awarded to Lissie 
Wallington; the prize for 
best Chairperson went 
to Aimee Delaney, both 
from Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School, 
and best vote of thanks 
to Bets an Jones from 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. 

The judges were 
Terry Brooks, Graeme 
Milne s and Roger 
Mundy from Cardiff 
Speakers’ Club. 

Speaking before the 
winners were 
announced, Terry 
Brookes congratulated 
all participants, saying 
that their chosen sub¬ 
jects were well 
researched and present¬ 
ed, leaving the judges to 
make some very diffi¬ 
cult decisions! 

Presenting the prizes, 
Barry Rotary Club pres¬ 
ident John Shapland 
congratulated all com¬ 
petitors and thanked 
everyone for supporting 
the event and Barry 
Comprehensive School 
for their hospitality. 

The winning teams 
will now go forward to 
the area final to be held 
on Tuesday, February 
19 at Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. JO 

New boss at 
Bro Radio 

THE new station 
manager at Bro 
Radio is Gareth 
Sweeney, who has 
been acting station 
manager since 
October 2012 and 
presented the very 
first show when the 
station launched in 
March 2009. 


Barry Dock 
volunteers in 
island exercise 



Lifeboats from Penarth, Burnham-on-Sea, Weston-Super- 
Mare and Portishead - photographed by Nicholas Leach. 


VOLUNTEER crew of the 
Barry Dock RNLI lifeboat 
station took part in an unusu¬ 
al exercise on Sunday 
(February 3). 

The exercise, in which 29 
volunteer crew in eight lifeboats 
met at Flat Holm island, had 
been planned to take place 
before Christmas but had been 
postponed due to poor weather. 

Despite the morning’s very 
misty, wet and cold conditions, 
the exercise between Barry 
Dock, Penarth, Weston-Super- 
Mare and Burnham-on-Sea, and 
Portishead lifeboat stations was 
able to go ahead. 

Seven of the eight lifeboats 
were inshore boats that cannot 
go to sea in rough conditions. 
The eighth was the Barry Dock 
lifeboat station’s Trent class all- 
weather lifeboat. 

Crew of the smaller boats 
were welcomed on board the 
Trent and given a tour of her 
facilities. In a search and res¬ 
cue situation, crews of the 


smaller boats might spend time 
on board the Trent to get out of 
the elements and warm up for a 
short time. 

The crews took the opportuni¬ 
ty to get to know one another. 
During a multi-vessel search, 
the Barry Dock RNLI lifeboat 
would take command of all 
lifeboats involved, so it is vital 
that they know the capabilities 
of each crew and are fully 
aware of the facilities and fea¬ 
tures of the boats. A Watch 
Leader from Swansea 
Coastguard was also on-board. 

Volunteer crew member Dave 
Phillips said: ‘It’s important 
that RNLI stations come togeth¬ 
er from time to time so that in 
an emergency situation we can 
just get on with the job in hand. 
Each crew member needs con¬ 
tinuous training and these multi¬ 
station exercises are an infre¬ 
quent but vital part of the train¬ 
ing programme.” 


Holocaust Memorial 
Day exhibition 


AN exhibition pro¬ 
viding an insight 
into the Gypsy 
Roma Traveller 
community is being 
held in the Vale as 
part of Holocaust 
Memorial Day. 

The exhibition, at Art 
Central Gallery, Town 
Hall, King Square, 
Barry, which is based 
on the Holocaust 
Memorial Trust’s 
national theme of 
‘Building a Bridge’, 
will run until Saturday, 
February 23. 

The exhibition 
reveals the experiences 
of the Gypsy Roma 
Traveller community 
during the Second 
World War, their way 
of life, traditions and 
how they are some¬ 
times still discriminated 
against today. 

Working with the 


Romani Culture and 
Arts Company, the 
Ethnic Minority 
Traveller Achievement 
Service in Cardiff, local 
historian Tom Clemett 
and the GRT communi¬ 
ty, the exhibition 
includes real-life sto¬ 
ries, artefacts and even 
a small Vardo (a tradi¬ 
tional Romani Gypsy 
caravan) on display. 

Tom Clemett has 
provided sepia photo¬ 
graphs of the Romani 
Gypsies, who settled in 
the Barry area in the 
late 1800s to early 
1900s, showing how 
they lived in their 
Vardoes and Bendy 
Tenets. Their descen¬ 
dants still live in the 
area today. 

The Mayor of the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Conn Eric 
Hacker, held a recep¬ 
tion to mark Holocaust 
Memorial Day, which 


is held annually on 
January 27, to mark the 
liberation of 
Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

At the reception, the 
Leader of the Vale 
Council, Conn Neil 
Moore, who is also the 
council’s Equalities 
Champion, read out the 
seven parts of the 
‘Statement of 
Commitment’. 

Presentations were 
given by Isaac Blake, 
director of the Romani 
Culture and Arts 
Company, and Teleri 
Gray, a Romani histori¬ 
an, artist and storyteller. 

Isaac Blake said: 
“This is a contemporary 
look at the history of 
the Romani Gypsy tra¬ 
dition and so helps to 
create an awareness of 
the background, as well 
as the situation of the 
community today. 
STEREOTYPES 

“It will balance out 
some of the negative 
media preconceptions 
and challenge myths 
and stereotypes.” 

The Vale Council’s 
arts development offi¬ 
cer, Tracey Harding, 
said: “1 am delighted to 
be working with the 
Gypsy Roma Traveller 
community. 

“Our aim is to chal¬ 
lenge people’s percep¬ 
tions and create an 
understanding of how 
others may live differ¬ 
ently, but that we are 
essentially all the same, 
all human, and should 
be treated as such.” 

The gallery’s open¬ 
ing hours are 10am to 
4pm, Tuesday to 
Saturday. Admission is 
free. 


Protest march 
to hospital 


A MARCH will take 
place through the 
streets of Bridgend 
tomorrow (Friday) as 
campaigners highlight 
fears that services at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, including the 
A and E provision, may 
be downgraded. 

Campaigner Mel 
Hughes said: “Residents 
of Bridgend and the sur¬ 
rounding areas need to 
make their feelings 
known. 

“We will assemble at 
Newbridge Field at 2pm, 
and march to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital at 2.15pm. ” 

He claimed: “The 
downgrading of the 
Accident and Emergency 
Department at the 


Princess of Wales 
Hospital would result in 
longer journeys to other 
hospitals for people with 
acute injuries or illness¬ 
es. ” 

Abertawe Bro 

Morgannwg University 
Health Board has 
emphasised no decisions 
have been made with 
regard to Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

Three hospitals - the 
Princess of Wales in 
Bridgend, the Royal 
Glamorgan at 

Llantrisant, and the 
Prince Charles at 
Merthyr Tydfil - are in 
line to become one of 
two regional centres of 
health in a potential 
reorganisation of servic¬ 
es. 
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C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 


For all your 

Oil, Gas, Boiler 

and A^a 

installation, 

• ■ 




Serving both the commercial 
and domestic market. 

All work guaranteed - 
Finance Available. 



Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out sERViCE 

S HsiC RnttIPC repair toilets, sinks, baths, 

Uao DUlllCO showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 

- towel rails, cylinders, water 
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BOMB SHELTER REBUILT 
AT HERITAGE CENTRE 


VOLUNTEERS at 
the Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre have rebuilt 
a wartime bomb 
shelter as centre¬ 
piece of the 
Frontline 

Glamorgan exhibi¬ 
tion. 

Barry at War group 
chairman Ade Pitman 
explained: “Our 
Frontline Glamorgan 
exhibition seeks to edu¬ 
cate visitors about life 
on the Home Front dur¬ 
ing the Second World 
War. 

“It is a period of his¬ 
tory that is not only 
studied at school, but is 
still in the memory of 
many of our older gen¬ 
eration, making it an 
ideal subject for foster¬ 
ing intergenerational 
links. 

“By rebuilding a 
Second World War 
Anderson shelter within 
the centre, visitors can 
see what it would have 
been like to sleep in 
such a cold, damp tin 
shed during the Nazi air 
raids. 

“My mother lived in 
Penarth until 1940, 
when because of these, 
the family moved to 
Devon. She still talks of 
the distinctive sound 
that the Nazi bombers 
made when flying over. 

“Eventually our 
Anderson shelter will 
have an audio sound¬ 


track to help visitors to 
understand what it was 
like to be on the front¬ 
line in your own home.” 

Anderson Shelters 
were designed to 
accommodate up to six 
people, and were issued 
free to all householders 
who earned less than 
£250 a year. This is 
about £12,000 a year 
today. It was a cheap 
and relatively secure 
home shelter. 

In Barry, by May 
1940, 3,508 shelters had 
been delivered, of 
which it was believed 
that 300 had been con¬ 
structed. 

Ade continued: 
“Because of their 
robustness, many 
Anderson shelters still 
survive, having been 
converted into sheds 
after the war. 

“This is what hap¬ 
pened to our example, 
which is why it was in 
such good condition 
when it was kindly 
donated to the centre by 
Mr and Mrs Robertson 
of Barry. 

“Our volunteers dis¬ 
mantled the building, 
and after restoration 
they have rebuilt the 
shelter exactly how it 
would have been, 
including a set of bunk 
beds. 

“We’re now looking 
for those items that 
would have made sleep¬ 
ing in the shelter a little 
more pleasant, particu¬ 
larly a 1940s heater. 


“We’d also like to 
hear from anyone who 
remembers spending 
their nights in an 
Anderson Shelter, and 
from people who still 
have one of these fasci¬ 
nating Home Front 
relics in their garden, so 
we can create a map of 
them across the region. 

“You can record 
these and any other 
wartime memories 
using our equipment at 
the Heritage Centre.” 

The Glamorgan 


Wartime Heritage 
Centre located at the 
Barry Island Tourist 
Railway, Barry Island 
station, is open again on 
Sunday, February 10 
from 11am until 3pm. 
Admission is free. 

You can find out 
more about the 
Glamorgan Wartime 
Heritage Centre at the 
website 

WWW. wartime glamor- 
gan.co.uk or by calling 
Ade Pitman on 07930 
874161. 


Can you give 
Seren a home? 

S EREN is a one- 
year-old 
lurcher. She is 
a bright and affec¬ 
tionate young girl, 
who loves play time! 

A good chase round 
the field with a tennis 
ball is usually top of the 
list, and then a good cud¬ 
dle with lots of licks. 

She is looking for an 
owner who won’t let her 
get too big for her boots, 
and she could live with children of around eight 
years or older. 

Seren has been with us for some time, as she was 
receiving training, but has done so well with her 
carers that we think she is more than ready to get 
the home she deserves! 

Please call 01656 725219 or pop in to Dog 
Trust, Court Colman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, CF31 
4NG - we have around 70 dogs looking for homes 
at any one time, of all shapes and sizes! 

LINDA FEAGAN 




Is your kitchen looking unwell? 
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Vale Council reviews XFOR performance 

- and looks to make changes in the future 


THE Vale Council is planning to ask 
XFOR, the company employed to hand 
out fixed penalty notices for littering and 
dog fouling, to make some changes in the 
way it operates in the Vale. 

The decision came about after a planned six- 
month review of the company’s performance was 
brought before the cabinet of the Vale Council. 
XFOR still has a further six months to run of its 12- 
month trial. 

The review confirmed that a number of com¬ 
plaints made by Vale residents in the pages of The 
GEM were well founded. 

The director of visible services and housing 
advised that XFOR had started the service with a 
total of four enforcement officers, plus one adminis¬ 
trative officer, but during the trial, the company had 
experienced staff turnover issues and at times had 
operated with only two staff, plus the administrative 
officer. This meant that a reduced number of Fixed 
Penalty Notices (FPNs) were issued. 

The review said that, as a commercial company, 
XFOR needed to achieve a minimum number of 50 
FPNs per week to break even. 

This resulted, said the report, in their “initial pri- 


SNOW PLEA 
FOR ELDERLY 


T he snow has 
gone for the 
time being; 
hopefully, we have 
seen the last of it, 
but if it should 
arrive again, would 
it be possible for 
Rhoose residents to 
get shovelling and 
clear the pave¬ 
ments? 

Not only that, but also 


put down salt after¬ 
wards. We pedestrians 
have had a hard time 
slipping and sometimes 
losing our footing and 
falling down. 

Have a care for the 
pensioners who normal¬ 
ly do their shopping in 
the village and were 
housebound, too scared 
to leave their homes for 
fear of a fall. 

(Name and address 
supplied) 


I REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN | 

ority being targeted towards the most prevalent types 
of litter offences” to hit that target. 

The cabinet members were told that assurances 
had been given by XFOR’s senior management that 
once their officers had reached the minimum num¬ 
ber, they were then available to carry out any patrols 
as directed by the council. 

Complaints had been made to The GEM that town 
centre smokers were being singled out, because they 
were an easy target. 

The review supported this view, saying “...it 
would be true to say that the need to obtain a mini¬ 
mum quota of FPNs had resulted in a disproportion¬ 
ate focus on high footfall areas such as town centres 
and shopping areas targeting littering, and more 
specifically, smoking related litter.” 

The review said, however, that XFOR had also 
been supportive of patrolling areas such as playing 
fields when requested to do so by council officers. 

On the subject of discarded cigarette stubs, the 
review said that this was the most common type of 
littering, and that a Keep Wales Tidy survey had 
found such litter on 84 per cent of streets, while dog 
fouling was only present on 11 per cent. 

The review aclmowledged, however, that the pub¬ 
lic did not necessarily see cigarette stubs as the main 
priority. 

It was noted that overall, the reaction of the vast 
majority of residents and the press to the trial had 
been very positive. Apart from a number of people 
who had received a FPN, no formal complaints had 
been received by the Vale Council, and only one res¬ 
ident had sought a meeting with officers to discuss 
concerns. 

The report went on: “Whilst there had been some 
allegations of inappropriate or aggressive behaviour 
by XFOR officers, video footage taken on their per¬ 
sonal CCTV body cameras had shown this to be 
unfounded in most cases. 

“The council received a total of 35 written com¬ 
plaints that FPNs were inappropriately issued though 
only a small number of the complaints had resulted 
in the FPN being rescinded. 

“It had been necessary to waive possible court 
action on medical or health grounds, technical or 


administrative issues or, unacceptable behaviour on 
the part of XFOR officers on 22 occasions in total 
(up to the end of month 5)”. 

The report said that XFOR were on target to reach 
the 12-month target of 3,000 FPNs, having issued 
around 1,000 in the first four months. 

At the moment, 59 per cent of those receiving an 
FPN have paid up. The review says that at this rate, 
the council will make a small loss, although this may 
be covered when those who have not paid are taken 
to court. 

The report says: “The first of the prosecution files 
had been sent to the council’s legal department (70 
cases) and the first court hearing took place on 
December 6, 2012. The offender had been found 
guilty in their absence and fined £237.40.” 

The review went on to say that there was therefore 
no reason why XFOR should not be permitted to 
complete their trial term, although officers would 
need to work more closely with them to ensure that 
any areas of concern that may be raised by residents, 
including the lack of dog fouling enforcement, were 
given greater priority. 

A similar problem in Blaenau Gwent had led to 
the council entering into a separate agreement for 
XFOR to provide an extra two dedicated dog control 
enforcement officers, paid at £20 per hour (£320 per 
day in total) to tackle dog-related issues including 
dog fouling. 

However, even with this dedicated resource, 
XFOR advised that ‘Dog fouling FPNs’ had only 
totalled three during the 10 months that this addi¬ 
tional service had been in operation. 

It was noted that dog fouling offences were noto¬ 
riously difficult to enforce due to a number of rea¬ 
sons. One of these being the problem of linking the 
location of the offence to the dog responsible and its 
owner. 


PACT meetings 

DINAS POWYS PACT at St Mary’s Church Hall, 
Edith Road, on February 11 at 7pm. 

GIBBONSDOWN PACT at 28 Coychurch Rise, 
Barry, on February 12 at 7pm. 

PETERSTON-SUPER-ELYPACT at Pendoylan 
School, on February 14 at 7.45pm. 


Also, experience had shown that the majority of 
irresponsible dog owners immediately changed their 
behaviour when they note the presence of XFOR 
staff. 

The Deader of the Council, Coun Neil Moore, said 
that having spoken to the local Chief Superintendent, 
he had been advised that the presence of XFOR was 
working as a deterrent, particularly as the officers 
carried small cameras and that people were aware 
they may be caught on CCTV. 

The director of visible services has also written to 
the managing director of XFOR, asking for a num¬ 
ber of changes. 

These include increased dog fouling patrols, pos¬ 
sibly done by staff in plain clothes, and evening 
patrols to target littering offences at fast food outlets 
and public houses. 

The council would also like patrols on roads to 
schools, with children being approached and warned 
if littering, although this should only take place with 
agreement with the Council and the headteacher of 
the school concerned and should be accompanied by 
an educational awareness raising programme 

The council would also like XFOR to do more in 
areas of the Vale other than Penarth and Barry. 
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TAT.RS FROM THE VAT.F, 

Flouting the Ravens 


THis article, in what The GEM hopes 
will be a regular series, is taken from 
the book ‘The Vale of Glamorgan, 
Scenes and Tales among the Welsh’, 
and the explanatory notes are by 
Angharad V^nne. 

The observations were made in the 
early 1800s by an anonymous 
Welshman, who was known to lawyers 
in Lincoln ’-y Inn, London. 

He was described as “a tall, soli¬ 
tary old gentleman who visited his 
native Vale of Glamorgan every long 
vacation”. 

His notebook was published in 
book form in 1839 after his death, and 
is still available. 

LOCAL folklore is deeply 
embedded in landscape. This 
entry in the notebook tells of a 
mysterious cave on the Vale 
moors in which there is hidden 
a hoard of gold, guarded by 
ravens... 

These cave guardians are, how¬ 
ever, no ordinary ravens. It is said 
that “nobody could face those 
ravens, and that there would be, to 
begin with, no small thundering 
and growhng along the sky before 
he would get far into the cavern”. 

A “swaggering Brecknockshire 
drover” staying at a local inn hears 
tell of this cave and decides to set 
out to ‘flout the ravens’ and find 
the treasure. After much bravado 
and swagger, he and a party of 
local men set out for the Ogov 
Kigvrain, a Welsh name which 
translates as Cave of Ravens. 

One among the party is Davy, 
nephew to the notebook’s author. 

He returns after some hours to the 
inn, somewhat disturbed by the 
experience, and relates the story of 
how the cave seekers were ham¬ 
pered by mysterious, thick mist; 
how flocks of sheep and mountain 
goats follow behind them. Once, 


the silence of the moorland and 
thick mist was broken by a terrible 
screech they attribute to “Gwrach y 
Rhibyn - the Hag of the mountain 
dribble”, which the men take as a 
bad omen. 

Eventually, the party arrive at 
Ogov Kigvrain. It is described as 
being “surrounded with a black 
stunted bmshwood, and some 
pieces of rock, besides a few old 
oaks that have struggled to grow 
there, but have aU their branches, 
after many contortions, tending 
downwards”. 

Five cart-ropes are tied together, 
and the drover secures one end 
about his waist, in case he would 
need to be pulled out. He takes a 
candle and lanthom and silently 
enters the cave. Little by little, the 
men outside let out the rope, wait¬ 
ing for some catastrophe. 

Before they reach the end of the 
rope, a low growl of thunder is 
heard in the distance. It comes 


nearer and the atmosphere about 
the cave grows “more dark and 
appaUing”. With that, cracks of 
thunder break overhead and hght- 
ning flashes. It is followed by a 
loud shriek echoing through the 
cavern, heralding the re-emergence 
of the drover, “pale, aghast, horror- 
stmck!” 

We are not told what the drover 
sees or experiences in the cave, and 
it seems that over time, Ogof 
Kigvrain and its buried treasure 
have been forgotten. If you know 
where it is, please let us know. 

Are you inspired by the Tales from 
the Vale? Would you like to take an 
active part in keeping the heritage of 
the rural Vale alive? If so. Creative 
Rural Communities may be able to 
help. 

For further information and to dis¬ 
cuss your ideas contact: Helen 
Blackmore, Creative Rural 
Communities, on 01446 704828, or 
Email: hblackmore® 
valeofglamorgan. org. uk 


Flood relief concert 


ST DONAT’S ancient 
church was badly affected 
by the recent floods, which 
swamped much of the lower 
part of the Atlantic College 
campus. 

The gateway to the beach front 
looked like a sluice gate from 
Niagara and the swimming pool 
area was totally inundated. Other 
parts of the college buildings also 
suffered from the inrush of water. 

The church, dating back to 
Norman times, was partially 
flooded and the brand new heat¬ 
ing system badly affected. 

To raise funds for replacement 
of the boiler, a special concert - 
Love to Sing! - is to be held on 


Sunday, February 17, in the Glass 
Room of the Atlantic College Arts 
Centre, at 3pm, with a sing-along 
led by the Colhughkelele Band, 
followed by refreshments. 

The second half of the pro¬ 
gramme will consist of a presenta¬ 
tion of Celtic and original music 
by the Valhalla Music Group of 
Llantwit Major. 

Tickets at £5 are available from 
Nickleby’s Bookshop, on the door, 
or by calling 01446 792797. 

It is hoped that many local res¬ 
idents will support this special 
event, which will combine the fun 
of singing favourite popular songs 
and the pleasure of hearing some 
fine original music in the Celtic 
tradition. Robert Smith 


Denzel tries, but can’t make 
this dull drama take Flight 


R obert 

Zemeckis 
has always 
been a director 
who knows what 
the public want, 
from Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit? to 
the Back To The 
Future trilogy. 

Having championed 
motion-capture film- 
making with The Polar 
Express, Beowulf and A 
Christmas Carol (only 
to see friend Steven 
Spielberg really run 
with the technology 
with Tintin), Zemeckis 
returns to live-action 
with Flight. 

It follows airline pilot 
Whip Whitaker (Denzel 
Washington) who man¬ 
ages to land his plane 
after a mid-air catastro¬ 
phe and save the lives 
of those on board. 
Hailed a hero, 
Whitaker’s world starts 
falling in when it is dis¬ 
covered that when the 
accident occurred, he 
was drunk in charge of 
the plane, and as events 
unfold, Whitaker’s 
heroism is called into 
question... 

From Ray Milland in 
The Lost Weekend to 
Nicolas Cage in 
Leaving Las Vegas, 
addiction has sparked 
some fine big screen 
performances. Denzel 
Washington’s entry in 


Flight sees the actor 
offer a wonderful per¬ 
formance that makes the 
film soar. 

However, the rest of 
the film is a mish-mash 
that fails to really take 
flight (ironically), a dull 
piece enlivened only by 
the lead performance. 

While Robert 
Zemeckis’ return to 
live-action has been 
warmly greeted, the 
director seems on 
unsteady ground here, 
the film visually well 
shot but poorly-paced 
and lacking in narrative 
drive. 

There are moments 
of visual style that are 
superbly done, in partic¬ 
ular the plane crash that 
is a tense, slowly-built 
set-piece that feels scar- 
ily realistic (nervous 
fliers look away now) 
and delivers plenty of 
spectacle, but from 
there on the film loses 
its identity, trying to 
marry the themes of 
courtroom drama and 
study of addiction but 
with both story strands 
not connecting particu¬ 
larly well. 

The film tries to 
make points about the 
nature of heroism, the 
shady dealings of big 
business and how addic¬ 
tion can slowly destroy 
from within without 
realising it, but pays 
only lip service to these 
themes, the overall tone 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


muddied without any 
clear points being made. 

It is left to Denzel 
Washington to liven up 
proceedings, his per¬ 
formance engaging and 
wholly watchable. He 
may have grown a little 
too comfortably into the 
noble man trying to do 
the right thing, but here 
that character is given a 
darker twist, the alcohol 
dependency Whitaker is 
suffering from giving 
Washington something 
to grab hold of. 

Taking the character 
through the mill, 
Washington gives a 
stark portrayal of addic¬ 
tion, snatching defeat 
from the jaws of victory 
and making the wrong 
decisions when you’re 


willing him to do the 
right thing. 

It is a turn that con¬ 
veys the dark side of 
dependency delivered 
with no small amount of 
quality by the actor. 

Around him are 
strong actors with char¬ 
acters that don’t really 
offer much, 

Kelly Reilly impress¬ 
ing in a curtailed role as 
a fellow addict, Don 
Cheadle as the lawyer 
assigned to Whitaker 
and John Goodman, 
who scene steals in his 
two short bursts, as a 
drug dealer close to 
Whitaker. 

Washington aside 
though. Flight is far too 
ponderous and muddled 
to really hit home; aside 
from the starkness of 
the lead performance 
the rest of the film feels 
too slow and cumber¬ 
some to engage. 

VERDICT-A weak 
return to the live-action 
director’s chair from 
Robert Zemeckis, Flight 
is a film that is made 
watchable by Denzel 
Washington alone, 
whose performance is 
powerful and engaging. 

Apart from his lead 
turn there is little else to 
recommend this funeral- 
ly paced film. Poor. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Leaving Las 
Vegas (1995), Training 
Day (2001). 
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Australian pilot died in 
wartime Spitfire crash 


O THER read¬ 
ers will be 
aware of 

recent GEM letters 
about wartime 
Spitfire crashes in 
the Vale. This 
month’s Pendoylan 
and Welsh St 
Donats parish mag¬ 
azine carries the 
following article. 

Seventy years ago this 
month, on February 6, 
1943, a Spitfire crashed 
in the fields below 
Pendoylan, killing the 
19-year-old Australian 
pilot. Flying Officer 
Fleming. 

He was buried in the 
military part of Llantwit 
Major Cemetery, and the 
event is commemorated 
by a plaque recently pre¬ 
sented to St Cattwg’s 






The crash site. 


church. 

Neville Alexander 
Thomas Fleming was a 
pilot in 53 Operational 
Training Squadron. The 
squadron was formed at 
Heston in early 1941 to 
train fighter pilots and 
moved to Llandow in 
that summer. 

On April 7, 1942, the 
unit was the first to be 


airfield at Rhoose. On 
the day of the crash, 
Fleming was flying air¬ 
craft number N3221. He 
had taken off from 
Llandow that morning 
with two other officers 
on a training flight. 

After an hour of for¬ 
mation flying, the leader. 
Fit Lt Plagis, landed and 
instructed the remaining 



N 


The grave of Flying Officer Fleming. 


based at the new satellite two pilots to carry out 
‘local flying’ and land 
after 90 minutes. 

The second pilot land¬ 
ed safely, but Fleming 
failed to return and no 
reply was received when 
he was called up on the 
radio. 

Later, a report was 
received that a Spitfire 
had crashed and burned 
about seven miles north 
east of the base. 

It had broken up in 
the air, possibly after 
having touched the 
ground while low flying, 
before climbing away 
and disintegrating. 
Neville Fleming was 


Flying Officer 

Neville Fleming. 
bom on April 22, 1923, 
in Townsville, 
Queensland, and enlisted 
in Brisbane on August 
17, 1941. The 
Townsville Daily 
Bulletin of Wednesday, 
Febmary 17, 1943, car¬ 
ried the following obitu¬ 
ary. 

“Mr and Mrs T F 
Fleming, of Kingaroy, 
late of Mary Street, West 
End, Townsville, have 
been advised that their 
son, Pilot-Officer Neville 
Fleming, has been killed 
in action. The late Pilot- 
Officer Fleming was 
only 19 years of age. He 
attended the Townsville 
West State School and, 
after school, joined the 
Main Roads Commission 
and joined the RAAF 
from Brisbane. 

“The young airman 
was a grandson of Mrs 
A Pardon and a nephew 
of Mr and Mrs G F 
Watson, Church Street, 
West End. ” 

Phil Glanville, 
Pendoylan. 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZINCr 

Don*c r9plac« Che FrameSv^v )ust the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Wlndowsf 
Faulty Hinges* Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

S Year Manufacturers Guarantee 


cz 2 


priority f r ea i p rioro 

0800 61 21 iia 

www.cloudy2cliiT.gpfw 


wc nxike saving nv>oey pecfectly clear . 


HEARING 

LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 


DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

•THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 


ENTITLED TO •POWER 
COMPENSATION: stations 



•CHEMICALS 

•MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

• CONSTRUCTION 
/ROADS 

•ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

( 0808 ) 1560086 ^ 

FREE 

HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


NO WIN NO FEE 
100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 

ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 
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Out and About with The Gl 



CS Lewis talk 
in Penarth 


THE author CS 
Lewis is perhaps 
hest known for his 
Narnia series of 
children’s books, 
but was also a pro¬ 
lific writer on 
Christianity. 

To mark the 50th 

Church 

bazaar 

LAST week’s GEM 
referred to a bazaar at 
Crossway Methodist 
Church to raise funds 
for the church roof 

The date supplied was 
Tuesday, February 11, at 
2pm. 

The GEM has now 
been asked to point out 
that the bazaar will take 
place on Tuesday, 
February 12, at 2pm. 


anniversary of his death, 
Rev Dr Mark Dimond 
of All Saints Church, 
Penarth, is hosting a 
Lent talk and discussion 
series based on Lewis’s 
Christian writings. 

The series of four 
talks begins on 
Wednesday, February 20 
at the gallery inside All 
Saints, with sessions at 
either 12pm-2pm (bring 
packed lunch) or 
7.30pm-9pm. 

Topics are as follows: 

February 20: ‘Pain’; 
February 27: ‘Joy’; 
March 6: ‘Salvation’; 
March 13: ‘Love’. 

Admission is free, 
with tea and coffee 
available. All are wel¬ 
come. For more infor¬ 
mation, visit www.all- 
saintspenarth.org.uk 


Valeways 
guided walks 

PLEASE note you 
may encounter stiles, 
uneven surfaces, steep 
section or soft, wet 
ground on some walks. 
Walks last for 60-90 
minutes, except the 
coffee shop strollers - 
an easy walk which is 
accessible to all. 

Today (February 7) 
at 10.30am, coffee shop 
strollers, starting at 
Cold Knap, Barry, out¬ 
side the Bridge Cafe. 

On February 10 at 
2pm, coastal path, 
starting at Penarth cliff 
top car park. 

Noson 
Scrabble 
Cymraeg Ty 
Cadog 

A WELSH-language 
Scrabble evening will 
be held at the Windsor 
Arms, Penarth on 
Eriday, Eebruary 8, 
from 7.30pm. 

Croeso i bawb! All 
welcome! Those who 
don’t yet speak Welsh, 
will find they can form 
a surprising number of 
words from familiar 
place-names. Llan, 
pen... and so forth. It’s 
often the absolute 
beginners who win at 
this game! 

A spokesperson said: 
“Come along to demon¬ 
strate your skill and 
make new friends. If 
you happen to have a 
set of Welsh Scrabble in 
the house - with those 


useful little ll and ch 
tiles for the trickier 
Welsh words - bring it 
along!” 

There is no charge 
for the night but a col¬ 
lection will be held for 
the Ty Cadog campaign 
to establish a ganolfan 
Gymraeg in the Vale. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, visit 
WWW. ty cadog. org. 

Vale AM’s 
surgery 

JANE HUTT, AM for 
the Vale, will be hold¬ 
ing a surgery tomor¬ 
row (Eriday, Eebruary 
8) from 5pm-7pm, in 
IVinity Church Hall, 
Trinity Street, Barry, 
CE62 7EH. 

Councillors’ 

advice 

Labour councillors for 
Castleland Ward, 
Chris Elmore, Pamela 
Drake, Les Sword and 
Karl Kuhnell will be 
holding their regular 
monthly advice sur¬ 
gery this Saturday, 
Eebruary 9, at the 
Drop-In Centre, 
Castleland 
Community Centre, 
Belvedere Crescent, 
Barry, between 
10.30am and 12pm. 

No appointment neces¬ 
sary. 

Contact Coun Chris 
Elmore on 01446 450 
007, or 07967 506 116. 

Support 
group’s next 
meeting 

THE next meeting of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Eibromyalgia Support 
Group is on Tuesday, 
Eebruary 12, from 
Ham to 1pm. 

Telephone Gaynor 
for more details on 
01446 733315. 

Steamer talk 

THE next meeting of 
Dinas Powys Local 
History Society will be 
held on Tuesday, 
Eebruary 12 in 
Kynance Hall at 
7.30pm, with an illus¬ 
trated talk by Terry 
Silvester on the 
Waverley paddle 
steamer. 

Administration fee 
£3 for non-members, 
£1.50 for members, 
charged at the door. All 
welcome. 

Enquiries to Betty 
Williams on 02920 
513524. 

Spinning 

talk 

THE Glamorgan 
Guild of Weavers, 
Spinners and Dyers 
meets on Eebruary 14 
in Kynance Hall, 

Dinas Powys, at 
7.30pm, to hear a talk 
on Spinning wheels by 
Jill David. 

Members £3, visitors 
£5. For further details, 
ring Kirsten Gable 
(01443 650336), e-mail 
kirstengable @ gmail. co 
m or welshkirsten on 
ravelry. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 



and older cats- 
All needing a new famllyl 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Owners of the Wenvoe Arms, welcome you to 

The 
New 
Green 
Dragon 

Inn __ 

Lla ricod I© Open log fire and a cosy atmosphere 

NOW RE-OPENED 

New Menus and Offers 

2 Meals for £10.45 

available every day 

2 Meals and a bottle of w ine for £19.95 
Every Wednesday 
2 Curries and 2 Cobra Beers 
for £12.45 

Home Cooked Sunday Roast £7.95 

New Wine List • Real Ales 
Private parties catered for 


Contact Doreen or Phil 
01446 750881 or 07799 151829 
Wenvoe Arms - 02920 591129 
www.greendragon-llancadle.co.uk 
WWW. wenvoearms. co. uk 




Cruse 

meeting 

CRUSE Bereavement 
Service have started a 
friendship group meet¬ 
ing once a month at 
the community room at 
Barry Fire Station. 

The next group meet¬ 
ing is on February 15 
(lpm-2.30pm). 

Meet Cruse volun¬ 
teers Linda Rees and 
Angela Williams for a 
coffee and others who 
have also suffered 
bereavement. 

Love to Sing! 

ON Sunday, Eebruary 
17, at 3pm in the glass 
Room, the Arts 
Centre, Atlantic 
College, the 
Colhughkelele Band 
and Valhalla Players 
will perform a concert 
of popular songs plus 


a special programme 
of Celtic and original 
folk music. 

Tickets £5, to include 
refreshments, can be 
purchased from 
Nickleby’s Bookshop; 
pay at the door or tele¬ 
phone 01446 792797. 

All proceeds will be 
for the St Donat’s 
Church heating fund. 

Church 

concert 

EOLLOWING the 
very successful choral 
evening in December, 
St Mary’s Church, 
Bonvilston, welcomes 
Barry Male Voice 
Choir on Eebruary 22. 

Tickets are priced at 
£6.50 with all funds 
raised going towards re¬ 
wiring of the church. 

The ticket price 
includes refreshments 
of wine and cheese after 
the concert, which starts 
at 7pm. 

Call Rita Price 
(01446 781688), Viv 
Hayes (01446 781291) 



Beautiful bouquets at 
prices to suit you... 
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VALENTBSE'S Floral messages of 
love, cuddly toys, balloons and gifts. 

01446 792264 

2 Barons Close House, 

East Street, Llantivit Major 

Delivery Service Available 


La diACvhA 

51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
Valentine’s Night Special 
Thursday 14th February 

from 7pm onwards 
Three Course Evening Meal 
STARTERS 

Prawn Cocktail 
Carrot & Coriander Soup 
Thai Fishcakes 
MAIN 

Spaghetti Vongole 

served with Garlic Bread 
Chicken Fillet in a White Wine & 
Mushroom Sauce, served with roast 
potatoes and seasonal vegetables 
Neapolitan Lasagne 
served with garlic bread and salad 
DESSERT 

Choose from our Patisserie counter 
for a mouth-watering delight 

PLUS LIVE MUSIC 

Only £20 per person 

Also: Bring Your Own Wine/Beer 

BOOKING ADVISABLE 


OPEN Mothers’ Day 10th March 
Bookings now being taken 


f Tel. 01446 722024^ 


or Paul Fisher (01446 
781686). 

Seafarer’s 

concert 

THE Cardiff 
Committee for 
Seafarers UK is hold¬ 
ing a concert featuring 
a Royal Marine Band 
and Pendyrus Male 
Voice Choir on March 
17 in Barry Memorial 
Hall. 

The charity helps all 
seafarers in need, mer¬ 
chant seamen, fisher¬ 
men and families. 
Contact 

http.VAvww.seafarers- 

uk.org/ 

Homeless 

awareness 

ON the weekend of 


March 23-24, school- 
children from south 
Wales will be living in 
makeshift shelters 
around Llantwit 
Fardre Community 
Centre, living from 
basic food rations and 
taking part in ‘I’m a 
Celebrity, Get me Out 
of Here’ style chal¬ 
lenges. 

The event is being 
organised by a task 
force of volunteers 
under the sponsorship 
of leading homeless 
charities; Foodbank 
and Salvation Army. 

More information 
and registration form at 
http: //WWW. facebook. co 
m/thedistrictUK. 
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Wrapped Single 
Red Roses from £5 

Romantic 
Handtieds 
from £25 

A Dozen Red 
Roses from £40 



Phone us on 01656 880526 or visit our 
website: vwvw.stbridesflowers.com 



Valentine’s Day at the 

Star Inn, Wick 

Glass of Champagne and a selection of breads 
with Olive Oil and Balsamic Vinegar on arrival 

Thai Lamb Coconut Soup 
Tomato and Mozzarella Salad 
Salmon in a Champagne Sauce 
Duck and Port pate 
Prawn Cocktail 
Crab Cakes 

Beef Stroganoff 

Seared Swordfish with Garlic Mash 
and Mushroom Gravy 

Chicken Parcels in a tarragon and cream Sauce 
with Baby Leeks 
Pan Fried Fillet Steak 
Spaghetti with Mixed Seafood 
Mixed Mushroom Stroganoff 

Lemon Cheesecake 
Chocolate Truffle Torte 
Tiramisu 

Selection of Cheese and Biscuits 
Coffee or Tea 

£26-95 

per person 
Please preorder to 
avoid disappointment 





LITE BITES 


DAILY SPECIAL 
Lunchtime from 
£5.95 

Now serving full menu 
(except Mondays) 

SUNDAY LUNCH (12 noon - 4pm) from £7.95 

plus Child Portions 

Now booking for Mother’s Day - 10th March 

n Telephone 01656 890080 

c " thestarinn.wick@facebook.com 
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GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 


Could you benefit 
from some 
additional income? 

I T’S easier than you may have thought 
- with no outlay or inconvenience. 
Sharon and Beverley are enrolling 
host families to take in foreign students 
on a very flexible arrangement - long¬ 
term (September to July) or short-term. 

If you wish to earn a secondary income for ‘just 
being a family’, they would love to hear from you. 

Meanwhile, enable your family to be enlightened 
by the traditions of a different culture while offer¬ 
ing a ‘home-from-home’ base to further a student’s 
education. 

Enquiries welcome from Bridgend and neigh- 
bouriing towns in particular, but all areas consid¬ 
ered; please call Sharon on 0777 233 8124 or Bev 
on 0785 463 8950. 

HOST 
FAMILIES 
WANTED 

We are looking for 
families to host 

Long or Short Term Students 

Good rates of pay 

Please contact: 

Sharon 07772 338124 
or Bev 07854 638950 


tti 


Lungworm a 
threat to dogs 


W E at 

Petherton 
Veterinary 
Clinics Ltd, would 
like to draw the 
attention of dog 
owners to the threat 
posed locally by 
lungworm. 

Dogs contract lung¬ 
worm by eating infected 
slugs and snails. The 
symptoms of infection 
vary from mild coughing 
and lethargy to seizures 
and death. 

Sadly, we have 
recently seen fatalities in 
the area. The good news 



cf" 



Most wormers are ineffective 
against lungworm. 

Only one product is licensed 
to treat and prevent lungworm. 

Pleast contact our friendly, 
approachable team at 

PETHERTON 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD. 

26 Broad Street, Barry, CF62 7AD 

Tel. 01446 700472 



Award 

WINNING 

Architects 

MOVE TO 
COWBRIDGE 

(Elio Leo, left, & 

I Nick Renwick, right) 


It’s not just Waitrose who have moved into Cowbridge. 
Two architects are combining their operations and 
have moved into a conversion in the Old Hall. 

Nick Renwick and Elio Leo who first worked in an office 
together in the 1980’s and then went their separate 
ways have now decided to pool their resources and 
work together again. 

Nick with his conservation and planning experience will 
be concentrating on special sites throughout the Vale, 
Wales and West of England; Elio will bring his Italian 
flare to bear on these and also more commercial 
projects. Both have won awards for projects in the past 
so expect some interesting buildings in both new and old 
materials to the highest design and energy standards. 

For a wealth of both local & international experience 
in innovative and traditional design contact. 

Nick Renwick: 07713 212438 E:renwick@totalise.co.uk 
Elio Leo: 07866 313243 E:eliovaleo@gmail.com 
Old Hall, Studio 6, (Chartered Architects), 

High Street, Cowbridge CF7I 7AH. 

T: 0I446 775589 


is that the disease is pre¬ 
ventable by using a sim¬ 
ple worming product. 

Please contact the 
practice for more details 
on 01446 700472. 

We would like to take 
this opportunity to con¬ 
gratulate one of our 
excellent veterinary 
nurses. Miss Victoria 
Sully, on qualifying as a 
registered veterinary 
nurse. 

We are all so proud of 
her hard work and out¬ 
standing achievement, 
and wish her every suc¬ 
cess for her future within 
the profession. 
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Major Print and Embroidery Ltd 

01446 678244 A | 

www.majorprintandembroidery.co.uk M 

WORKSHOP WILL 
GET YOU IN SHAPE! 


An Immaculate 
service that is 
second to none 

I MMACULATE Cleaning Services is a 
friendly, local cleaning and ironing 
service that has been running for 
many years. 

At Immaculate Cleaning, the standards are sec¬ 
ond to none and our many regular customers offer 
some wonderful comments to reflect this: 

“I couldn’t manage without our cleaners; it’s 
hard running a home with kids and work, and won¬ 
derful coming back at the end of the day to a lovely 
clean home! ” 

“We have our cleaning and ironing done every 
week and the girls are so thorough and reliable. I 
would be happy to recommend them to anyone. ” 

For the coming months. Immaculate Cleaning 
Services are offering an introductory, lower rate for 
new customers, and a 10 per cent discount on 
spring cleans (of five hours and over) for all cus¬ 
tomers up until the end of March. 

Please call 07999 257421, or email 
immaculatecleaning@hotmail.co.uk for a chat 
about your requirements, and to book a clean - and 
start your new year with an Immaculate home! 
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exercise routine 
that can strengthen 
your back? Re¬ 
align your spine? 

At Barefoot Studio, a 
leading Pilates studio, 
our team of instructors 
are some of the best in 
their field. From indi¬ 
vidual tailored sessions 
to small group classes, 
we offer the right class 
for you. 

This Saturday, we are 
running a ‘learn to 
Nordic walk’ workshop. 
Nordic walking burns 
46 per cent more calo¬ 
ries than regular walk¬ 
ing, so it’s a great way 
to get fit for the spring. 

After half term, we 
have three new begin¬ 
ners’ Pilates course 
starting - just ring the 
studio to find out more, 
or to book. 

W e are based in 
Cowbridge and have 
our own large free car 
park. 


‘Looking 
smart is 
key to 
business 
success,’ 
says 
Major 
Print 

I N business, you 
want to look 
smart and pro¬ 
fessional. 

Our tradesperson 
deal offers quality and 
affordability, branded 
garments, professional 
embroidery and fast 
service. 

We supply local 
gyms, pubs, clubs and 
individuals throughout 
the Vale 

We also supply, 
embroider and/or print 
your garments, 
teamwear, hen and stag 
tees, caps, beanies, 
hoodies, zoodies and 
more. 

We can personalise 
and print on supplied 
items, too! 

We are Major Print 
and Embroidery and are 
located next door to 
Weavers Ford at 
Llandow, Unit la, 
Penllyne Way, Vale 
Business Park, CF71 
7PP Telephone 01446 
678244. 

Also, see our advert 
on the ‘Children’s 
Choices ’feature pages. 




Glamorgan Law LLP 


Solicitors 

Service comes first at your 
local law firm Glamorgan Law 

Offering a wealth of experience, the highly 
regarded team at Glamorgan Law provide 
fast, friendly and efficient legal advice for 
individuals and business owners - all on your 
doorstep here in Cowbridge! 

With a network of offices throughout the region, 
Glamorgan Law brings together the specialist skills 
and experience of Larby Williams, Beech and 
Company, Peter Davies, James and Bulteel and 
Jewel and Co. Together, the new team works with 
their clients to ensure smooth transactions with 
minimum of fuss and all at a very competitive price. 
Led by familiar faces Peter Davies and Richard 
Beech, the team at Glamorgan Law can advise you 
and your family on residential conveyancing, 
accident claims, divorce and family law, wills, trust 
and probate. For business owners, their 
professional services include business law and 
commercial property. 

Visit www.glamlaw.co.uk or 
call 01446 771742 to find out more. 



Telephone: 01446 771 742 

E-Mail: info@ 
glamorganlaw.co.uk 

The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EE 

www.glamlaw.co.uk 

Glamorgan Law LLP is authorised and regulated by the S.R.A. (537490) 
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NEW FREE WILL 
WRITING SERVICE 


M arie 
CURIE 
Cancer 
Care has teamed 
up with solicitors 
across Cardiff and 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan, to pro¬ 
vide a free Will 
writing service for 
three months. 

Seven firms are 
working in partner¬ 
ship with Marie Curie 
to offer people aged 
55 years or over, the 
opportunity of having 
a simple basic Will 
written free. 

Gifts left in peo¬ 
ple’s Wills are the sin¬ 
gle largest source of 
voluntary funding for 
Marie Curie. These 
gifts are vital to 


ensure that Marie 
Curie Nurses can con¬ 
tinue to provide free 
care to people with 
terminal cancer and 
other illnesses in their 
own homes and in its 
Cardiff and Vale hos¬ 
pice. 

Phae Comher- 
Jones, Legacy Advisor 
for Marie Curie, said: 
“Marie Curie Cancer 
Care has chosen to 
pay a discounted legal 
fee for the writing of 
simple Wills, and 
whilst there is no obli¬ 
gation to leave a gift 
to Marie Curie 
Cancer Care in your 
Will, our hope is that 
people will choose to 
do so.” 

The following law 
firms are taking part: 


Vale Solicitors (Barry 
and Llantwit Major); 
Passmores Solicitors 
(Barry and Cardiff); 
Alan Simons and Co 
(Penarth); Lucas Law 
(Penarth); Leo Abse 
& Cohen (Cardiff); 
Morgans Select 


Limited (Cardiff); 
and Access Legal 
from Shoosmiths 
(telephone service). 

The scheme is run¬ 
ning until April 8, and 
appointments must be 
booked by that date. 


Ill 


MORGANS 


III 


i IJLL 

SOLICITORS & ADVOCATES 

Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney 
and Probate Services 

Elgin House, 106-107 St Mary Street, 
Cardiff, CFIO IDX 

02920 729888 

gmilne@morgans-sols.co.uk 

www.morgansselect.com 


Leo Abse 
& Cohen 

SOLICITORS QFREITHWYR 

Providing expert advice on wills, 
probate and Powers of Attorney 

Our first class 



www.leoabse.com 


Leo Abse & Cohen t cohin 

Solicitors 

49 Churchill Way, Cardiff CFIO 2SS Cyfeithwyr 

Tel 02920 383252 
08459 006007 (m rate) 

Entrust your affairs into safe hands 


Isn’t it 
time 
you 
made 
a will? 


Specialists in all aspects of 
Pnabate work and Wills 

Please telephone today for an appointment 

01446 721000 

Home visits are available by request 

www.passmores.com 

21 Tynewydd Road, Barry, CF62 8HB 
mail @ passmores.com 


£403,000 GRANTS FOR 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES 


THE 2nd/4th Barry 
Scout Group and 
Castleland Community 
Association in the Vale 
of Glamorgan are set to 
benefit from more than 
£403,000 of funding 
from the Welsh 
Government’s commu¬ 
nity facilities and activ¬ 
ities programme 
(CFAP). 

The 2nd/4th Barry 


Scout Group will 
receive £294,298 to 
rebuild the Witchill 
community hall, while 
Castleland Community 
Association will 
receive £108,946for 
improvements to the 
local Centre. 

The community 
facilities and activities 
programme offers 
grants to local projects 


that improve buildings 
for use by the local 
community and help 
make Welsh communi¬ 
ties a better place to 
live. 

Under this latest 
funding round, 44 
organisations across 
Wales will share over 
£7.6 million of Welsh 
Government funding 
for projects aimed at 
regenerating the local 
area. 

SOCIAL 

Carl Sargeant said: 
“These grants are not 
simply about improv¬ 
ing buildings. 

“Local clubs and 
centres can be the hub 
of the community 
where people, young 
and old, get together 
and enjoy social activi¬ 
ties. Whether a small 
or large amount, 

CFAP funding has a 
beneficial impact upon 


Welsh communities 
and the day to day 
lives of local people. 

PLEASED 

“That’s why I’m 
pleased to see so many 
local groups and vol¬ 
unteers taking matters 
into their own hands 
and applying for 
grants to make their 
centre a better place 
for the whole commu¬ 
nity to enjoy.” 

PROJECTS 

The programme was 
launched in 2002 and 
to date has funded 875 
projects totalling over 
£100 million. 

The latest bidding 
round will fund 44 
projects totalling 
£7,632,816.97 over two 
financial years. 


'It’s the House 
of Pantomime!’ 

SIR JOHN MAJOR, the former Prime Minister, 
has nailed it: “The House of Commons was 
excellent training for pantomime” he says, prais¬ 
ing ex-Conservative MP Ann Widdecombe, who 
has played in panto. 

For years, I have been searching for a simile, 
and there it is: for ‘House of Commons read 
‘House of Pantomime’ ... perfect! 

Thank you. Sir John, a real googly (his 
favourite sport being cricket). 

GEM reader Christopher Short, Barry 


Ty Ha fan Hospice 
gets £100,000 boost, 
thanks to top chefs! 


TOP chefs from 
some of the most 
exclusive restau¬ 
rants in Wales, 
London and 
beyond, impressed 
some of the most 
discerning foodies 
in the country at a 
fundraising event in 
aid of Ty Hafan. 

The third annual 
‘Chefs’ Night Out’ took 
place on Saturday, 
January 26 at the Parc 
Hotel by Thistle in 
Cardiff and raised more 
than £100,000 for the 
charity. 

Cooks who have 
worked alongside the 
likes of Marco Pierre 
White and Keith Floyd 
produced exquisite food 
for 140 guests, including 
rugby pundit Jonathan 
Davies. 

The event’s organiser, 
Welsh businessman 
David Loosemore, has a 
very personal reason for 
wanting to support Ty 
Hafan, as his six-year- 
old daughter Isabella has 
been having short-break 
stays at the hospice. 

David said: “Knowing 
that Bella is being 
looked after by a 
remarkable team is 
extremely important to 
us. She really loves it 
there and has made some 
lovely friends. 

“To see the way the 
care team love and care 
for her is amazing. 
Holding this fantastic 
event is a way to show 
my appreciation. 

“I really can’t thank 
Ty Hafan enough for 
what they do.” 

Speaking before the 
event, chef Roger Jones, 
who runs the Harrow 
Little Bedwyn restaurant 
in Wiltshire said: “A 
kitchen represents the 
heart of every home and 
at Ty Hafan, the atmos¬ 
phere is a warm and 
welcoming break away 
from the families’ own 
homes,” he said. 

“It is therefore with 
great pleasure that I will 
again be cooking at the 
fundraising dinner.” 

A number of other 
esteemed chefs and ris¬ 
ing stars - including two 
Michelin star chef 
Michael Wignall from 
Latymer at Pennyhill 
Park - cooked for the 
lucky guests. Tears were 
shed during the evening, 
when family support 
practitioner Hayley Mills 
read out the words of 
18-year-old Amy Claire 
Davies, who expressed 
the love and support she 
receives at the hospice. 

Amy, from Swansea, 
has an incurable immune 
system illness and was 
unfortunately too ill to 
attend the event as 
planned. 

“I hope I did Amy 
proud,” said Hayley. “It 
is incredibly humbling to 
think so many people are 
supportive of Ty Hafan.” 

After a champagne 
reception, a four-course 
meal and raffle draw, 
guests had the opportu¬ 
nity to bid for the chef 
they wanted to engage 
for a dinner party, either 
in their own home or at 



Left to right: James Sommerin (The Crown at Whitebrook) with his 
daughter, and Stephen Terry, from The Hardwick in Abergavenny. 



RIGHT: Sian Wyn 
Owen from 
Cowbridge, who 
cooks at the River 
Cafe with David 
Kelman 

of Ellenborough 
Park. 

an alternative venue. 

Michelin star chef 
Juan Galvez from the 
Marbella Club in Spain 
received the highest bid 
of £9,500 for 10 guests 
to enjoy a dining experi¬ 
ence at his hotel, recent¬ 
ly voted the Best Hotel 
in Europe. 

All of the chefs’ 
donated their time, food 
and wine to support Ty 
Hafan in providing spe¬ 
cialist palliative care 
services for children, 
young people and their 
families. 

As it deals with an 


increasing number of 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with a complex 
range of needs, Ty Hafan 
needs that financial sup¬ 
port more than ever. 

Chefs at the event: 
Hywel Jones; James 
Sommerin; Duncan 
Barham; Roger Jones; 


Stephen Terry; Richard 
Davies; David Kelman; 
Sian Rees; Sian Wyn 
Owen; Gwyn Myring 
and Tom Furlong; Juan 
Galvez; Paul Croasdale; 
Mark Jordan; and 
Michael Wignall. 

For more information, 
visit www.tyhafan.org or 


Vale primary schools 
could be stripped of 
their ‘feeder’ status 


A FIERCE debate 
is likely after the 
Vale Council start¬ 
ed a consultation 
exercise that could 
end with the drop¬ 
ping of the present 
system of primary 
schools which act as 
‘feeders’ for certain 
secondary schools. 

Under the present sys¬ 
tem, parents can influ¬ 
ence which secondary 
school their child goes to 
by making sure the child 
is in a ‘feeder’ school. 

For example, a parent 
who lives outside the 
catchment area for 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive can 
place their child in one 
of the school’s feeder 
schools, and at the 
moment be fairly confi¬ 
dent that the child will 
have their secondary 
education in Cowbridge. 

The feeder schools for 
Cowbridge are: 

Llancarfan, Llanfair, 
Llangan, Llansannor C- 
in-W, Pendoylan C-in- 
W, Peterston-super-Ely 
C-in-W, St Bride’s 
Major C-in-W, St 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

David’s Colwinston C- 
in-W, St Nicholas C-in- 
W, and Y Bout Faen. 

In the eastern Vale, 
the feeder primary 
schools for Stanwell 
Comprehensive, for 
example, are Albert, 
Evenlode, Sully and 
Victoria. 

The same principle 
applies in Llantwit 
Major and Barry. 

The proposals, which 
will not affect children 
currently in year-6, 
mean that parents would 
have to send their child 
to the secondary school 
in their catchment area - 
regardless of which pri¬ 
mary school the child 
had attended. 

A consultation letter 
distributed to parents 
says that, in the event of 
a school being oversub¬ 
scribed, then catchment 
area is already used as a 
way of prioritising 
places at the moment, 
and the change will sim¬ 
ply reinforce this. 

The letter also says 
that the present feeder 


school system “causes 
imbalances within pri¬ 
mary and secondary 
schools that puts added 
pressures on primary 
schools with links to cer¬ 
tain secondary schools - 
and conversely has a 
detrimental effect on 
other primary schools”. 

It also makes the 
point that the majority of 
local authorities do not 
use a feeder school sys¬ 
tem, but rely on catch¬ 
ment area. 

However, parents in 
Llancarfan have already 
started a Facebook page 
where members are 
expressing strong reser¬ 
vations about losing 
their feeder status for 
Cowbridge. 

Jill Davies, the chair 
of governors in 
Llancarfan Primary 
School, told The GEM 
that the governors were 
meeting to discuss the 
new school admissions 
policy 

Also, a meeting of 
parents took place last 
night, after The GEM 
went to press, at Llanfair 
School, where the same 
issue was on the agenda. 
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New Instructions fro 


NEW 



Magpie Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Sought After Position 


£109,950 


NEW ■ NEW ■ NEW 



Church Meadow, Liantwit Major 

2 Bed 


Southerly Rear Garden 
Modern Starter Home 


£115, 





£129,950 


CwrtY Cadno, Liantwit Major 

2 Beds 

Landscaped Gardens 
Garage 


NEW 


NEW 


NEW 


NEW 



Heoi-Y-Feiin, Liantwit Major 

4 Double Bedrooms 
Detatched Garage 
Adjoining Woodland 


£329,950 



£169,500 


Radnor Road, Liantwit Major 

4 Bed 

Double Garage 
Requires Updating 



£179,950 


liityd Avenue, Liantwit Major 

3 beds 

Garage & Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 



£219,950 


Heoi-Y-Coed, Liantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Sought After Location 
Call Today To View 


NEW 



£ 110,000 


Whiteways, Liantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Off Road Parking 
Adjoining Green Space 



NEW 



Cedar Road, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Stunning throughout 
Rural views 


£174,950 


NEW 



Livingstone Way, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Fronts open space 
Requires updating 


£85,950 



Cwrt Aethen, Barry 

4 Double Bedrooms 
Beautifully Enhanced 
Panoramic Views 


£254,950 



£295,000 


NEW 


NEW 






CiigantY Meiiiion, Rhoose Point 


Muriande Way, Rhoose 

Detached 4 Bedrooms 


2 Double Bedrooms 

3 Reception Rooms 


Exceptional Size Gardens/Channel Views 

Double Garage 


Immaculate Throughout & Conservatory 

£279,950 


£159,950 


Barry 700007 Rhoose 711900 

chris-davies.co.uk 
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NEW 


NEW 


NEW 


Harding Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
75' Rear Garden 
Garage 


£134,950 



Fitzhamon Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
Early Viewing Recommended 


£145,950 


Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds, 2 Receps 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 


£165,950 


NEW 


NEW 


NEW 



Eagle Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Landscaped Rear 
Allocated Parking 


£105,000 




Eagle Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
62ft Rear Garden 


£125,000 


Trebeferad, Boverton, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds 

24' Kitchen\Diner 
94' Rear Garden 


£150,000 


NEW 


NEW 


NEW 



Chesterfield Street, Barry 

2 Double Bedrooms 
Refitted Bathroom Suite 
Good Size Rear Garden 


£92,950 



Vale Street, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 
West End Location 
No Chain 


£129,950 



Heol Eryr Mor, Barry Island, Barry 

3 Bedrooms 

Summer Room Extension 
Beautifully Improved 


£187,500 


NEW 


NEW 


NEW 



Llanmead Gardens, Rhoose 

Detached 3 Bed House 
2 Reception Rooms, 2 Bathrooms 
Garage and Large Garden 


£167,000 




Adenfield Way, Rhoose 

Detached Fully Modernised Bungalow 
3 Bedrooms, Lounge & Family Room 
Gardens & Driveway Parking 


£243,000 


Llwyn Y Gog, Rhoose 

3 Bed Semi 
Lounge, Kitchen/Diner & Conservatory 
Garage & Off Road Parking 


£164,000 



Lets! 


Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pern 
First floor flat, two bedrooms 

Scott Close, St Athan - £500 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £525 pem 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed rear garden 

Pinewood Square, St Athan - £525 pem 
Two bedrooms, mid link, kitchen/diner 

Harding Close, Boverton, 

Llantwit Major - £595 pem 

Three bedrooms. Kitchen diner. Large 

rear garden 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pem 
Three bed detached property, two 
receptions, garage and driveway 

Woodlands Road, Barry - £500 pem 
Ground floor apartment, two bedrooms 

Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pem 
Modern, two bedrooms, link 

Barry Road, Barry - £525 pem 
Three bedrooms, ground floor flat. 
Garden 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose - £550 pern 
Two bedrooms. Kitchen with oven/hob. 
Garage 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pem 
Two bedrooms. Conservatory, GCH 
Bell Street, Barry - £575 pem 
Two/three bedrooms, downstairs 
bathroom, enclosed garden 

Meadow Vale, Barry - £600 pem 
Two double bedrooms. Kitchen/diner, 
Driveway 

Norseman Close, Rhoose - £625 pem 
Three bedrooms. Two reception rooms. 
Enclosed garden 
Bell Street, Barry - £625 pem 
Three bedrooms. Downstairs 
bathroom, enclosed garden 
Willowbrook Gardens, St Mellons, 
Cardiff - £650 pem 
Three bedrooms. Kitchen/diner, 
enclosed garden 

Harbour Road, Barry - £975 pem 
Semi detached Victorian property. Five 
bedrooms, original features 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


Llantwit Major & Lettings 792020 



rightmove^iic 

T1l» Om. ft iftftftftiMr IBM pfop^ffty ftMiMAa 
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Is hypnotherapy 
the solution for 
your child? 

L 


IKE adults, 
children can 
/suffer emo¬ 
tional or psycholog¬ 
ical/cognitive prob¬ 
lems from time to 
time. 

Growing up can be 
difficult with all the new 
challenges life can 
bring. Sometimes chil¬ 
dren cannot cope with 
the emotions generated 
resulting in them being 
‘bottled up’ leading to 
unhelpful thought pat¬ 
terns, which can cause 
anxiety and stress, exac¬ 
erbating conditions such 
as asthma, eczema, 
behavioural problems 
and unwanted habits. 

Local hypnotherapist. 
Sue Pitman practises 


Solution Focused hyp¬ 
notherapy, helping chil¬ 
dren suffering from low 
confidence/self esteem, 
sleep disorders, bed 
wetting, phobias, exam 
nerves. 

Studies show children 
(seven to 17) respond 
positively to hypnosis 
and talking therapy, 
which Sue combines 
with cognitive behav¬ 
ioural therapy and NLP 
techniques, focusing on 
the child’s solution. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, call Sue on 07795 
964066 or see 
WWW. cardiffhypnothera- 
py solutions, co. uk. 


Children’s Choices 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 





CARDIFF 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SOLUTIONS 

Give your potential the 
chance to shine through 

Contact Sue Pitman hpd, dhp, mnch (Reg) 

on 07795 964066 / 029 20654893 

Confidential free initial consultation 
with no obligation at: 

Wellfield Osteopathic Clinic, Cardiff 
Barefoot Studio, Cowbridge 
The Business Centre, Barry 

WWW. cardiffhypnotherapysolutions .com 


BARRY MUSIC SHOP 
EXTENDS SPECIAL DEALS 

I 
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JONES 8c JONES 

OPTOMETRISTS 
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Helping children focus 
on a bright new future 

|OOR eyesight can have a significant effect on children’s ability to learn and 
^on their behaviour - yet often goes unrecognised by teachers, parents and by 
children themselves - over a million children will return to school with poor 

A free sight test may 
give every child the abil¬ 
ity to see clearly, learn 
effectively and fulfill 
their career aspirations. 

Up to one million 
children in the UK cur¬ 
rently have an undetect¬ 
ed vision problem. 

(Statistics provided by 
the Eyecare Trust and 
based on DCSF 2009 
School Census 0-12 year 
olds). 

Research shows that 
around 20 per cent of 
school-aged children 
have an undiagnosed 
vision problem - that’s 
one in five children. 
(Professor David 
Thomson, City 
University, London). 

Over 90 per cent of 
children visit a dentist 
regularly, while only 53 
per cent of children have 
ever had an eye exami¬ 
nation. (Johnson & 
Johnson, Vision Care 
Survey 2009). 

A total of 84 per cent 
of parents agree that 
improved vision would 
have a positive impact 
on their child’s perform¬ 
ance at school. 

(Johnson & Johnson 
Vision Care Survey 
2009). 

At Jones & Jones, 
proper sight test is free 
for all children under the 
age of 16. Why not 
book an appointment for 
your children today? 

For appointments, 
call 01446 400015, or 
visit us online at 
www.jonesandjones.org. 
uk. 



K FREE SIGHT 

TEST 




01446 400015 


10 High Street, Barry CF62 7DZ 


'F you were not 
lucky enough to 
^have received a 
new instrument for 
Christmas, now is 
the right time to 
purchase one for 
yourself, while 
prices are still very 
attractive. 

At the Barry Music 
Shop, we still have 
many special deals run¬ 
ning. Although intended 
for the Christmas period, 
we have decided to run 
them until the end of 
February. 

One of our top manu¬ 
facturers of guitars - 
CORT, have actually 
reduced their retail 
prices right across their 
range - so in effect, cus¬ 
tomers can now pur¬ 
chase these superb gui¬ 
tars at approximately 
£70-£90 cheaper! 

These price reductions 
relate to nearly 25 per 
cent off most of the 
range - a very attractive 
saving. 

During the latter part 
of 2012, the Barry 
Music Shop took on the 
dealership of Line6 gui¬ 
tar amplification and 
pro-audio. Since then. 


our guitar amplifier sales 
have dramatically 
increased, with both the 
Micro-Spider, battery 
powered amplifier and 
the Spider IV 15 watt 
amplifier, rushing out of 
our door. 

Both amplifiers not 
only produce excellent 
sound, but also feature 
some superb digital 
effects. The Micro- 
Spider even has a micro¬ 
phone input, so not only 
operating on either bat¬ 
tery or mains - it is an 
extremely versatile 
amplifier - great for 
busking or for the 
singer/guitarist. 

No matter whether 
you are looking for 
instruments, accessories 
or pro-audio equipment, 
the Barry Music Shop 
are THE specialists 
throughout the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

We also have very 
good suppliers that offer 
next day deliveries, so 
even in the unlikely 
event we do not have it 
in stock - we can get it 
next day! 

Please do not forget - 
expert help and advice is 
always available from 
all our staff. 


For all your pet needs... 




GROOMERS 

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR 
ALL YOUR PETS’NEEDS 


Hamsters, Rabbits, Guinea Pigs 
& Large Fish Selection. 

All accessories, cages & feed, 
with deals on full set-ups for all. 

Now stockists of ORIJEN 
biologically appropriate 
cat and dog food 
(Pet Food of the Year 2009 to 2012) 


WREGBV STREET 
CF6S aOS. 07446 722 228 


DSK ROAD, PENARTH 
02920 709TI1 


and now open at 


ELY VALLEY ROAD, TALBOT GRE^ 

01443 222456 


Exciting new 
season at 
Scallywags 

N ow enjoying three generations of 
trend-setting... 

At Scallywags, we’re always on the look-out for 
exciting new brands to bring you...and new for this 
season, we are proud to announce the arrival of 
Billieblush! 

It is a cool, sassy collection which is practical 
and affordable for those aged 4 to 10 years old . 

We have new ranges arriving daily from 
Timberland, Joules, Eliane et Lena Absorba, Jean 
Bourget and Lelli Kelly, and many more 
It’s going to be a really exciting season at 
Scallywags - so come and visit us and see what's in 
store. 


I LEFT: 
Wendy of 
Pets R 
Us, with 
a cute 
young 
white lop 
I rabbit. 


Scallyw^S 



Introducing 




Summer 2013 

2 Willow Walk, Cowbridge 

(Town Hall car park) 01446 772104 


Kindermusik 

A good beginning 
never ends... 

R 


ESEARCH 
suggests 
.musically 
trained kids do bet¬ 
ter in school, with 
stronger reading 
skills, increased 
ability in maths, 
better listening and 
language develop¬ 
ment. 

Music even improves 
social development, as 
people believe music 
helps them be better 
team players and have 
higher self-esteem. 


Based on what we 
already know about the 
ways that music helps 
shape the brain, new 
studies suggest that 
short-term music lessons 
may enhance lifelong 
listening and learning. 

The Kindermusik 
experience focuses on 
the whole child giving 
them the best start in 
life. 

Try a free class and 
see why 99 per cent of 
parents would recom¬ 
mend Kindermusik. 

A good beginning 
never ends! 


For a Child’s Brain, 
Body, Heart & Soul 



New term starting 22nci February 
in Cowbridge and Ystradowen 
Book your FREE place with Kindermusik 
Call Leonie on 01446 775048 
www.kindermusikwithleonie.co.uk 
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Fun all round at Coconuts! 

THE PLAY AND PARTY CENTRE IN BARRY 


NEW PARTIES LAUNCHING 
MARCH 2013 

Check out our promotion in Coconuts and 
sign up to The Coconuts Club! Be first to 
hear by e-maiC direct into your inbox! 


Tel: 01446 740404 


Go to www.nutsaboutfun.com to find out more! 

Situated off the McDonalds roundabout in Sully/Borry. 


Jolly 
Jesters 
popular 
all year 
round 

J OLLY 

JESTERS is a 
children’s soft 
playcentre, where 
youngsters aged 1- 
10 years old can 
come and play. 

We serve delicious 
hot and cold food in our 
cafe, and have ample 
parking for cars. 

Celebrate your child’s 
party in style. We will 
do all the organising 
and hard work while you 
sit back, relax and enjoy 
the party. 


Fun 

Foundations’ 

'superlative 

childcare’ 


LASER PARTIES... 

Children's soft play centre 
^ with ballpits, rope bridges, giant 


F un 

Foundations 
Day Nursery 
has recently cele¬ 
brated receiving a 
Quality Assurance 
Award (Quality for 
All (QfA))from 
Wales Playgroup 
and Pre-school 
Association. 

This award shows 
how achieving, main¬ 
taining and improving 
the quality of care for 
the children in their pro¬ 
vision is their constant 
aim and priority. 


Qf A fully meets the 
Welsh Government’s 
proposed framework for 
their expectations of a 
childcare quality assur¬ 
ance scheme in Wales. 

It builds on how 
childcare providers 
reflect on, review and 
develop their provision 
at a pace that suits them 
and their staff team. 

The team at Fun 
Foundations were over¬ 
joyed and felt that the 
reward reflects the care 
and dedication that they 
have put into providing 
superlative childcare in 
Cowbridge since 2010! 


'JOLLY JESTER’S PUYCENTRE^ 

wavy slide, Labyrinth climb, 
spinny poles and much more. 
Children’s parties catered for 
Toddler & Mini Tots area (ages 1-10) 
FREE PARKING AND CAFE • OPEN: Mon-Sun 10am onwards 

Unit 17, Ely Valley Business Park, 
Station Terrace, PONTYCLUN 

(close to Pontyclun Station) 

Telephone: 01443 228111 
www.jollyjestersplaycentre.co.uk 


Making the school 
uniform affordable 


www.funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 


Foundodnons 

X I 




Delighted to be accredited with the 
Woles PPA Quality Award! 

Reasons to celebrate 

• 'Educore' that is child-centred, 
adventurous and exciting for all! 

• All our staff hove the relevant childcare qualifications 
and hove completed the necessary Criminal Record 

Bureau Inspections 

• School - run Service, which may include us dropping 

off and/or collecting from the local area. 

• Exclusive parking for dropping off 

and collecting your children. 

• Equipment includes Deluxe Role play unit and 
Interactive White Board, vegetable and herb garden. 

• Fresh meals prepared daily by Sue, 

the nursery cook. 

• A personal service - managed by two local primary 

teachers with excellent links to local schools. 
_ CCTV operated in all rooms_ 


10 % ^ 

discount! 

for each additional 
sibling registered. , 
L Childcare vouchers § 
accepted. y 


T he cost of 
kitting out 
children in 
uniform is rising, 
so Major Print and 
Embroidery has 
worked with local 
schools and par¬ 
ents to offer alter¬ 
natives. 

We provide branded 
school uniform at budg¬ 
et prices, polo shirts are 
supplied at £5.50, 
sweatshirts £6.50, 
school bags, coats and T 
shirts too. 

To save even more, 
bring us your clothing 
and we embroider it for 
you 

Polo shirts in super¬ 
markets are £1. We 


apply the school logo 
for £2.75 - total cost to 
you £3.75. 

Sweatshirts are £3. 
You supply, we apply - 
total cost is just £5.75. 

We provide uniforms 
for St Athan, 

Eagleswell, Rhoose, St 
Illtyd, Llancarfan and 
more throughout the 
Vale. 

We are Major Print 
and Embroidery and are 
located next door to 
Weavers Ford at 
Llandow, Unit la, 
Penllyne Way, Vale 
Business Park, CF71 
7PF. Telephone 01446 
678244. 

Also, see our advert 
in the ‘In Business ’ 
feature pages. 


^SCHOOL 
UNIFORMS 


Tel: 01446 771117 
We look forward 
to seeing you! 

Vale Forge, 

North Road, 
Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF71 7DF 


0 ^ 

m ww^ 


Contact Major Print & 
Embroidery Ltd 

Unit la, Penllyne Way, 

, Vale Business Park CF71 7PF 

Tel: 01446 678244 
www.majorprintandembroidery.co. 



Council to fast-track Welsh 
medium primary school 


THE popularity of 
Welsh medium edu¬ 
cation in the Vale 
has prompted the 
council to unveil 
proposals to expand 
a Barry school 
ahead of schedule. 

The Vale Council will 
submit a request to the 
Welsh Government for 
funds to be released to 
enable the completion of 
Ysgol Gymraeg Nant 
Talwg, Barry, in one 
phase. The school was 
opened with a nursery 
and reception class in 
September 2011. The 


original plan was to 
expand the school in sep¬ 
arate phases, depending 
on the rate of growth in 
the number of pupils. 

However, the council 
now plans to accelerate 
the school’s completion, 
as demand for places at 
the school continues to 
increase. 

The council will 
request the release of 
Welsh Government capi¬ 
tal funding from the 21st 
Century Schools 

Investment Programme. 

Conn Chris Elmore, 
the cabinet member of 
children’s services said: 
“The popularity of Ysgol 


Gymraeg Nant Talwg 
since its launch in 
September 2011, has 
shown there continues to 
be a growing demand for 
Welsh medium educa¬ 
tion. 

“Given the rapid 
growth of the school, 
rather than extend it in 
two separate phases as 
originally planned, we 
are advocating a fast- 
track approach to com¬ 
plete the school in one 
phase, by the financial 
year 2015, which will 
deliver a more cost effec¬ 
tive solution. 

“This decision demon¬ 
strates our commitment 


to investing in education 
and delivering a high 
standard of Welsh medi¬ 
um education in the 
Vale.” 

The proposal recom¬ 
mends the construction 
of the new school build¬ 
ing behind the existing 
building. The access 
point for the school 
would remain the same. 

If the proposal gets the 
go-ahead by the Welsh 
Government, Ysgol 
Gymraeg Nant Talwg 
would be completed by 
2015 and have a capacity 
of 210 pupils. 



Photographed with Alun Cairns MP are: Mrs Marlene Wheeldon, Mrs Elizabeth Driver, Mrs Peta 
James, Mrs Mary Randle, Mrs Elizabeth Gabb, Mrs Jeannie Parkhouse, Mrs Daphne Townsend. 

Marie Curie fundraisers 
get tour of Westminster 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns recently wel¬ 
comed fundraisers 
for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care to the 
Houses of 
Parliament. 

The group of 
Llantwit Major and 
western Vale residents 
met the MP at the 
summer fair last year 
and were keen to take 
up his invitation to 
visit Westminster. 


This year, Marie 
Curie nurses, doctors 
and other healthcare 
professionals will care 
for more than 2,250 
people with a terminal 
illness, as well as pro¬ 
vide support for their 
families across Wales. 
Mr Cairns said: “I was 
delighted to be able to 
welcome Mrs 
Wheeldon and the 
team of fantastic 
Marie Curie fundrais- 


Penllyn Bridge 


PENLLYN Bridge 
Club results for 
January: 

January 3: 15 pairs - 
1st, Marian East and 
Barbara Easterbrook 
60.42 per cent; 2nd, 
Helen and Mike Ruttley 
55.42; 3rd, Diana Lewis 
and Myrtle Hansard 55. 

January 10: 22 pairs 
-1st Norma Barber and 
Moyra Cuthill 59.77 per 
cent; 2nd, Rita Williams 
and Gill Harding 59.55; 
3rd, Sally Kennedy and 
Annie Jones 57.95. 

January 17: 20 pairs 
- 1st, Allan Evans and 
Ann Richards 61.62 per 
cent; 2nd, Mary Wallis 


and Glenda Roberts 
59.09; 3rd, Christine 
Impey and Julia Evans 

56.57. 

January 24: 17 pairs 
- 1st Colin and Judith 
Nunn 62.5 per cent; 2nd 
Colin Easterbrook and 
Viv Roberts 59.29; 3rd, 
Helen and Mike Ruttley 

58.57. 

January 31: Robert 
Brown Cup - 21 Pairs - 
1st, Marian East and 
Barbara Easterbrook 
58.33 per cent; 2nd, 
Mary Wallis and Glenda 
Roberts 56.11; 3rd, 
David and Marian 
Stephenson 55.83. 

CN 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
(01446) 751448 


Alan Taylor 

I AM very sad to report that Alan Taylor 
passed away last Monday, after a brave 
fight. 

Alan was involved in everything to do with 
Llancarfan and gave an enormous amount of time 
and effort into the village he loved; he will be sorely 
missed by all his many friends. 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Sue and the 
family. I will publish more details in due course. 


ers from Llantwit, 
Rhoose, Llanmaes, 
Barry and St Athan to 
the Palace of 
Westminster. 

“I was able to take 
the group on a tour of 
the House of 
Commons and 
recounted snippets of 
history and facts to the 
knowledgeable group, 
before having the 
opportunity to lead 
them out on to the 
Terrace alongside the 
Thames. 

“Marie Curie 
Cancer Care is dedi¬ 
cated to the care of 
people with terminal 
cancer and other ill¬ 
nesses. With more 


than 130 Marie Curie 
nurses working in 
communities across 
Wales, they provide 
terrific support and 
friendship to many 
patients and their fam¬ 
ilies during very emo¬ 
tional and fraught 
times. 

“It is a service that 
is valued by each and 
everyone that comes 
into contact with their 
care.” 

To find out more 
about the care and sup¬ 
port that Marie Curie 
Cancer Care offers or 
to help fundraise for 
the charity, visit 
www.mariecurie. org. uk 


Andy’s hope at 
Cheltenham 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with Brian Lee 


ANDY QUICK, of 
the Greendown Inn, 
Drope, has high 
hopes that his grey 
gelding My Fella 
will be good enough 
to race at 
Cheltenham 
Racecourse, the 
spiritual home of 
National Hunt rac¬ 
ing. 

Meanwhile, My 
Fella’s next target is 
the men’s open race at 
the North Hereford 
Hunt Steeplechases at 
Whitwick Manor on 
February 23. All going 
well, after that the 
men’s open race at the 
Duke of Beaufort Hunt 
at Didmarton is on the 
cards. 

Mr Quick, who 
knew nothing about 


training horses before 
he bought My Fella, 
has done remarkably 
well to train a winner 
in such a short time 
and as Aberthin train¬ 
er Tim Vaughan told 
him last year when My 
Fella won for the first 
time at Bonvilston: 
“You don’t know what 
you have achieved. 
People take years to 
train a winner and you 
have done it in your 
first year.” 

Mr Quick said: 
“Nick Williams, who 
won on him last week¬ 
end at the Tiverton, 
thinks the North 
Hereford course will 
suit him, so that is why 
we will be going there 
for the horse’s next 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 

member is recommended by Steve Davies 

seat ljv i 


SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT ppORS^^^^^^ 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
‘ 6 WINDOWSyHTTEp 
’doors FITTED FROM £4M 
’ FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 ^ 

’conservatories FROW 

COMPOsifE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 . 


Z WINDOWS a DOORS W 

Z FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
V FREE VERIICAL BLINDS “ 

Z WIDE RANGE OF SI YLES a FINISHES 
Z 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANI EE 

li::> 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 

not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Ft'ont Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 








Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


REPAIil SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 



Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Oownpipes 


ASK A^UT 0u« 'MDf ^ VDOWS. DOORS AND COffSIRVATOIIIES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 
9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
arT(«t|«ii ^10 n 07976640959 


iUifiMum 

COKWfNA 

llMAfvVi 


gfnniiin vaA 


Amazing Offer! 


yw f 'EPi'e^l bliwluuUli every f ul Ivwse 

M.P.N 

chdndoMS a:id dwri arcciisryaiory fKttidl 

00)11 tcnsinrais 




choose one of these perfect doors 


BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 

01446 439212 for the Vale 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 
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• FULL SELECTION OF BBQ MEAT PACKS • BACON • SAUSAGES • CHOPS • STEAKS • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • PORK • BEEF • ETC • 



WAS NEW ZEALAND WHOLE LEG £5 
£14.99 OF lamb (1.9 TO 2.1 kilos+) qFF 


FRESH CHICKEN FILLETS 


OFFERS VALID UNTIL SUNDAY 17th FEBRUARY - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 


OPEN 


DAYS 

Monday - Saturday 
8.00 am-5.30 pm 
Sunday 9.00 am-2.30 pm 


V/M 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

TEL. 01^6 721206 

(Formerly Phillip Saunders Warehouse) 


HOWTO FIND US: 

THE MEAT = Turn at traffic lights at 
QlipEDQTnRE^ Corning and head 
«■■■-- Palmerston Road, 
turn left just before 


Waitrose, then follow 
the yellow VFM signs. 

Set your sat nav to 

★ CF63 2XA ★ 


PALMERSVALE 


BUSINESS 


CENTRE 


HALF PRICE VALENTINES 
WEEK SPECIALS 




H^FB"e.'9V..Ji:yr 

PRICEfflfe^- 


HAL 


PRIC 


GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS • READY MEALS • GROCERIES • FROZEN VEGETABLES • FISH • DESSERTS 


LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN • LARGE PACKS AVAILABLE FOR HOME F REEZING • MARINATED MEATS • CHICKEN 

































































26 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/slamorsansem www,twitterxom/sem news _Thursday, Eebruary 7th, 2013 


KNIGHTS 

SIZE 

MATTERS 


LARGE ENOUGH FOR 
A FIRST CLASS SERVICE 
SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 



OUR TEAM OF EXPERTS CAN HELP YOU 


KNIGHTS i 


84 High street. Barry | www.knightsestateagents.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 700222 


(i^ RICS 

Chartered Surveyofs 











Thursday, February 7th, 2013_ www.facebook.com/glamorgangem • www.twitter.com/gem news 


THE GEM - 27 




Vale building excellence awards 2013 


ABOVE: 

Jan Irving of the GEM newspaper 
presenting the category 4 winner to 
Coun Eric Hacker on behalf of 
JCW Costruction Ltd. 


ABOVE: 

Category 5 - Highly Commended. 
Coun Lis Burnett congratulating ISG 
Construction for Pendoylan School 
building 


ABOVE: Jan Irving is thanked for The 
gem’s part-sponsorship of the awards 
by Coun Ered Johnson. 


THE tenth Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Building Control Group Building 
Excellence awards were held at the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel Barry on January 25. 

The evening was attended by Coun Lis Burnett, 
the cabinet member for regeneration and innova¬ 
tion; Coun Fred Johnson, cabinet member for plan¬ 
ning and transportation, and the Mayor of the Vale 
Coun Eric Hacker. 

The Building Control team were present on the 
evening and were joined by the event sponsors, Mr. 
Raymond Court-Hampton, manager of the Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Jan Irving of The Glamorgan GEM, 
Nina and Rob Chivers of Nina Estate Agents and 
representatives of ACD Skip Hire. 

The evening was hosted by Marcus Goldsworthy, 
operational manager for development and building 
control at the Vale Council who emphasised: “The 
nominations in every category were of the very 
highest quality, and congratulations go to all the 
winners who will now have the chance to compete 
against the winners from other councils in south 
Wales. 

“The South Wales Building Excellence awards 
are due to be held at the Vale Hotel and Spa Resort, 
Hensol on April 26, and will be hosted by Jamie 
Owen, the BBC news presenter. 

“I am also hopeful that some of these schemes 
will go forward to the Building Excellence Award 
national finals, which will be held in London in 
November 2013, where they will be up against 
nominations from not just Wales, but England too. 

“The awards have shown the quality of work that 
is being undertaken throughout the Vale and we are 
proud to be rewarding and encouraging quality in 
the construction industry. 

“Our thanks must go out to the sponsors, who 
have enabled the event to be firmly placed in the 
annual diary,” he added. 

In every category there were ‘commended’, 
‘highly commended’ and ‘award winners’ who will 
go forward to the South Wales event. They were: 

Category 1 - Extension/alteration to a dwelling: 
Anthony Woodward Property Developments for the 
alteration and extension to Llandough House, 
Llanblethian; Category 2 - New Single Dwellings: 
Gwyn G. Jones & Sons for the new dwelling at 
Hillcrest, (The Slips), Cowbridge; Category 3 - 
Housing 2-10 dwellings: Waterstone Homes for 
the development at Westra, Dinas Powys; Category 
4 - Conversion Category: JCW Construction Ltd, 
for the conversion and new builds at Llantwit Major 
Social Club; Category 5 - Community Healthcare 
and Public Buildings: Interserve Construction Ltd., 
for the New Medical Centre at Llandough Hospital, 
Llandough, Penarth. 

Two of the following ‘Highly Commended’ 
schemes will also have an opportunity to enter the 
South Wales Awards and these are Bullock 
Construction for the new social housing at The 
Herberts, St. Mary Church, and Leekes for the 
apartment conversion at Benjamin Hall, Hensol. 

The Vale Council wish all of the above schemes 
good luck in progressing to the national award 
finals. 

MG 


ABOVE: 

Nina Chivers of 
Nina Estate Agents 
presenting the 
category 2 single 
dwelling award to 
Gwyn G Jones & 
Son. 


LEET: 

Raymond Court- 
Hampton, the new 
general maanger of 
the Mount Sorrel 
Hotel, Barry, pre¬ 
senting the category 
3 award to 
Waterstone Homes. 


ABOVE: 

Coun Lis Burnett presenting the category 
5 winner’s award to 
Interserve Construction. 


ABOVE: 

ACD Recycling and Skip Hire making the 
presentation to category 1 winner 
NKG Construction. 


ABOVE: 

ACD Recycling and Skip Hire being 
thanked by Rob Thomas, director of 
development services at the Vale Council, 
for contributing to the awards. 


ABOVE: Nina Chivers is thanked for 
part-sponsoring the awards by 
Coun Lis Burnett. 


ABOVE: The Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan, Coun Eric Hacker, thanks 
Raymond Court-Hampton of the Mount 
Sorrel Hotel for helping to sponsor the 
building awards 


Did you know you can 
find The Glamorgan 
GEM on Facebook 
and Twitter? 
Triend' at 

facebook. comigemnews 

and ‘Follow us' 

@gem news 


A NDERSON & A SSOCATES'ii^' 

Architectural Consultants 
Surveyors and Planners 

Delighted winner of the 2013 
'Single Dwelling’ Category Award 
for their 69 Eastgate, Cowbridge design 

► RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL DESIGN 

► BARN CONVERSION & EXTENSIONS 

39 High Street, Cowbridge CF717AE 
1:01446 772180 • isaac.ander.assoc@giTiail.com 
Web: www.anderson-architectural.co.uk 














































28 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/slaniorsansem www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, Eebruary 7th, 2013 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 13 February 2013 


Q 


homes^ 


01446 709840 


aUTTRIlta WAIK. BARRY ( 2 \ 


H4U m^iwnv 

Sult^Mt for A 

b#drMfn UK 

r«Qylram«Mt • m p«*t 

- T>v«# iMdfOom fUls 

- Qroiind una Dru tocr 
•Cmlfif hMCina 

- Doulilt 

Rofit CM^ pv AIMOk 
laciMing 

''dock view aOAD, B«WY 

fUUn^itnn COSMOS 

Pnrt giwn to 

wH» 9 rtquTM w nt Icr 


Ho tfiapw WATiMtlM 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4UOvaleofglaniorgan.gov.uk 
or appty in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


CARCM CLOSE BARRY 


CLOS LUWHAOEM. BARRY 



' N4tl Suk3«} 

I %0tabtm iof ■ famHy 

• Two»be Onxa na fiaua« 
I • Gaa oatilraf h«aik^ 

• DotMfHQkiftig 

I • Erifsaaiid mar gvOan 

! • Hamtig 


f COURTNEY ROAD, BAIwT^ 





nuiiimurti aecegMlocy 

• Tbma teM^nopm Home 

• CenrsI heating 

• OooBit giuog 

• Ubllir riK>fvg4i<»r«ii 
Ra—t t132J8S pot* vmoA 



RAC/RiifVranca 990939 

SiAiaMs lor • fomilf 

• Two b«JrtxMTi houM 

• Gas otoVR r«it>ng 

• Ooutto oBtIng 

«EodMod roar gardtn 

• Pirtrig 

Rant C9Q41 ooeh 
ihClKfng geracechirgm 



»44Unp%9fK9 ra99^?9 
SutURla^salngla 
paraeit or eoufRa aifth 


C4r^rol haoteig 
OoJaAagtoong 
GonSMto 


Rtot £7465 p«r aoftk 


llANOtNAM ROAD. BARRY 


MASrriCtO ROAD, PCNARTM 


H4UfiBe»W^2f5Ce3 

BiaMbto for a AioMy 
reaart i ng badroom taa 
toqiaaomoNI 

• On^-befjroom figt 
•FPStltoOf 

• CorRraJ hao tn q 

• Ooutie {7Bif>g 

• CofTvniaid ^antona 
flaad C80 l 62 pm nduilng 
AMlat A a aaaai g ^ chga 



H^J%4iUWK>»2^U96 
WublotocaRnglo 
paraon or co«6lii oenr 
96-iaopoOi 

•OoO'tMdfoom tut 

• ErtI l«xr 

• CorYrgl heoMrg 

• OoubR gtasog 

• OMtOana Mid alann 
Rent Cg7 T9 par loclixRig 
woter A tfarm clurgos 


OAK COURT. PEHARTH 



I0M67? 
i^it loro aaniRa poraon 
•If ooapio oeor 66196 
madical no«d| 

’ OhO-tMdroOfTi hai 
Adaptpd hath 
♦ Secord f oor (IhJ 
' Ecororrv^ 7 hoaling 
- Douttf giartig 
Remi 1108911 par 
ifiCiKlrg Mreica chpngp 


OAK COURT. PCNARTH 
r ^ 


PORTALUNCLOSC. BARRY 


$4AOeMOOO House, BARRY 



|M4U rOOtbM 

Suit for a f WifIt parpen 
or OQupla oear 60 (St 

vtlh moR c M naocS 

• SPKio tdt rgnound 6oofi 

• Wutk^^i iPrHMf 

• Sacontl Hccr RtO 

• Eooooffy 7 heaif>o 

• CksAHa glApng 
Rant £61.90 par ootk 
nctwding wrvtoechargf 



M4Ufvdpanc#2^rCM 
SuilaRla for a aHqlii 
pa r oo n cr aoupM CMar 
40Hiopatt 

• Ona-bedroom tat 

• firottloof 

• Cantal haaUia 

• Ocucta giupg 

• Commune garOar^t 
Baot £66.68 pn InciiicAng 
•foiar i tantraga chga 



H4Umfmof>co223eei 
Siatabla for a lomif 
ami t taq badroe m toa 
roqairamooi - no pat* 

• Two-todteor^ IM 

«Loaor groufk^ lloof 

• CMsinil haoMig 
«OoutHgtapng 

• Cofrmunat 911 Oant 
Rant £60.94 po nckidng 
^Ntar 4 


ST JULIAHS CLOSE. BARRY 


1 

TREHARNE ROAD, BARRY 

1 

TY FTVTPdON. BARRY 

1 

WmXlAMS CRESCCNT BARRY 



rY o d aranoagRan 

tu ioa at a i ita 
ertt) apiDnHi 
iMancv ipetorv 


7W*e<b(arx?e?23f43 
SiMalile for a «am9y 
amOag bedroaro tm 
roQidramoat 

• TVaa^ badioom bousa 

• Cantrat hoatthQ 

• DoutMgUzt^ 

• Qardtm 

Boat £9M2 p«r rnmk 
rOckjcLfig Malar chorqaa 



H4U mtMinca 28B9S8 
SottoMa ier a lanitti 
maabng bMdnNMn but 
raquinamant m> pata 
Tno bedroom flat 
» OfOiaHl Boor 

• GenhR f’oabng 

• OouCM glAtlng 

• Oomminoi gartdara 
Rant £7997 prr mcMRng 
namr 4 fewprapacbgs 



H 4 U twfmwxao 826644 
Siatabla lor a tarndy 
r w ttng badToom tat 
naqiaramani • 00 prrts 

• TWo-bodraom fo! 

• uoMt grOind now 

• Oftrai beotng 

• OouRta ufotrm 

• ConvTiiaiM pirdant 
Bant 160 97 par ncludrig 
ooter 4 aengroge chg® 



H4URofomnco 22^77 
Statabla tor a fomtir 


rmtpormmmfO • no pala 

• IVaobadnoomrui 

• Socortd floor 

• CaotfR haatir^g 
«OoubM-giattng 
Rant £6092 p«r vASMli 
inctidog mtfw charged 


MAIN STREET. BARRY 


Important infofmatton tor exSlTng and naYv council tenants 


NowyOcS Houang Assoctotton 
otmounces the new Cevelopmont of 
nine Bats in Mavi SireeL. Barry 
Jftooo ttt|h qutfty, anaigy oHcrart p<^3«r»ao atl 
CM q«a64l6t 10 rant durng Apfl ana IAif 2013 
TTtt da«9opmgf« mO coraat or. 

« hi ora boOrcoa URa. 

• 5a too bodroom Sals and 
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I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Sales: 01446 736888 
Lettings: 01446 734668 

w¥rw%ome$onview.co.uk 

www.ninae$tateagents.co.uk 




nina 

^estate agents^ 


website: 

www.ranaestateagents.co.uK 

email: 

en<|uines@ninaestateagents.co.uk 


Find a Property c om 


^ prop9rtyfincUr.com 


OFT ! <^ 



LOMBARD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced, three bedrooms, through living room, 
fitted kitchen. Ground floor: Modern bathroom. Lane 
access, upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. No chain. 

£109,950 


LAKIN DRIVE, BARRY 

Modern semi detched.Two double bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen/breakfast. Detached garage. Enclosed 
garden. Driveway. No chain. Vacant possession. 

£144,950 


GLADSTONE COURT, BARRY 

Two bedroomed apartment, ideally placea in town centre. 
Communal entrance stairs to 2nd floor, entrance hallway, living 
room with upvc French door to balcony. Fitted kitchen, replace 
ment bathroom. Gas CFI via combi. upvc DG throughout. 

£89,950 


NORTH WALK, BARRY 

Extended semi detached. Two reception rooms, 
kitchen, ground floor bathroom. Lean to sun lounge, 
ladder to attic/hobby. Driveway/garage. No chain. 

£109,950 



DAVID STREET, BARRY 

Two double bedroomed, mid terraced, two reception 
rooms. Ground floor bathroom. Garden backing onto 
woodland, upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. No chain. 

£92,950 



LANGLAND ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached.Through living 
room. Utility area/cloakroom. Spacious plot. Room 
to extend (subject to planning). No chain. 

£129,950 


THE GROVE, BARRY 

Spacious living accommodation. Edwardian mid ter- 
led. Original features throughout. Living/dining 
m, fitted kitchen, sitting room. Two bathrooms. 

£227,500 


MELYNYGORS, BARRY 

Corner position. Three double bedrooms. Master 
ensuite. Sitting room (converted garage). Living 
room, dining room, replacement kitchen, utility & wc 
cloakroom. Large rear garden /ample parking. 

£197,000 


ES- 

^ 1 


COLLARD CRESCENT, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached. Living room, 
dining room, wc cloakroom. Driveway/garage, 
upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. Ideal family home. 

£144,950 

GLYNYGOG, BARRY 

Well presented. Corner positioned. Four bedrooms, 
modern detached. Two separate reception rooms. 
Two ensuite and family bathroom. Private enclosed 
garden. Garage/driveway. Viewing essential. 

£239,950 



MAIN STREET, BARRY 

End of terraced. Three oedroomss. 
Through living/dining room. Ground floor bathroom. 
In need of modernisation, gas CH, partially upvc 
DG. Investment property. 

£69,950 



WEST WALK, BARRY 


usual planning). Three bedrooms. Attic hobby room. 
Living room, ground floor bathroom. Semi detached. 
Driveway/garage. No chain. Enclosed garden. 

£99,950 


CHANNEL CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern detached. Living room, dining room, 
sitting room, fitted kitchen. Shower room wc. 
Three bedrooms, family bathroom. Shower 
room wc. garage/enclosed garden. 

£170,000 


FONMON PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Modern detached, wc cloakroom, living room, conser¬ 
vatory, fitted kitchen, dining room, master with ensuite. 
Level enclosed rear garden. Driveway/ garage, side 
access, upvc DG. Gas CH. Viewing essential. 

£164,950 


STATION STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Mid terraced traditional. 
Through living room. Kitchen/diner. Spacious 
family bathroom, upvc DG. Gas CH. 
Town centre location. 

£121,500 


NORDALE RISE, BARRY 

Two bedroomed, modern mid link. Living 
room. 2012 fitted kitchen/diner, upvc DG, 
Gas CH. larger than average rear garden. 
Designated parking. 

£94,950 


BROAD CLOSE, BARRY 

Maintenance free ground floor. Living room, mod¬ 
ern fitted kitchen, integrated appliances. Two dou¬ 
ble bedrooms. Sun terrace overlooking communal 
gardens. Garage. Designated parking. No chain. 

£112,000 



WESTWARD RISE, BARRY 

In need of some modernisation. Three bedrooms. 
Semi detached. Two reception rooms. Garage/ 
driveway. Sea views from rear. Enclosed laid to 
lawn garden. Walks to beaches. No chain. 

£185,000 


GIBBONSDOWN CLOSE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached. 
Corner position. Living room, dining room, 
fitted kitchen. Garage/parking. 

Cul de sac position. No Chain. 

£129,950 


WYNDHAM STREET, BARRY 

Spacious living throughout. Mid terraced tradi¬ 
tional. Three bedrooms. Three reception rooms. 
Enclosed courtyard. Lane access, upvc DG. Gas 
CH via combi. Situated near shops, schools. 

£126,000 


BASSETT STREET, BARRY 

End of terrace. Three bedrooms, 21ft living 
room, dining room. First floor bathroom. 
Enclosed palio garden, upvc DG. Gas CH 
via combi. Town centre location. 

£104,950 


PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional semi detached bay fronted 
bungalow. Three bedrooms. Fteception 
room. Sun lounge. Level enclosed rear 
garden. Driveway to front. 

£189,950 


BELL STREET, BARRY 

Two bedroomed. Traditional mid terraced. 
Living/dining room. Kitchen, wc cloakroom. 
First floor family bathroom. Enclosed rear 
garden. Minutes walk to Porthceri. 

£108,950 



BROAD STREET, BARRY 

Bay fronted. Four bedrooms. Mid terraced 
traoitional. Three reception rooms. Channel 
views from first floor. West End location. 
Enclosed garden/garage. Ideal family home. 

£147,950 


OLD MILL ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious elevated. Four bedrooms - ensuite. Semi 
detached. Attic conversion. Through living room. 
Kitchen with integrated appliances. Enclosed rear 
garden. Side access, upvc DG. Gas CH via combi. 

£149,950 


GELYNYCLER, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Semi detached. Living 
room, kitchen/breakfast. Private enclosed 
garden. Driveway to front. No chain. 
Viewing highly recommended 

£149,950 - Open to Offers 


HARBOUR ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terrace, bay fronted traditional. Three 
reception rooms. Four bedrooms. Family 
bathroom. Original features. Sea views. 

£189,950 


HARBOUR ROAD, BARRY 

End of terrace, bay fronted traditional. Through living 
room. Dining room, fitted kitchen, four bedrooms. 
Family bathroom. Garage. Sea views from garden. 

£199,950 


DOCK VIEW ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Living room, 2nd recep¬ 
tion used as bedroom - ensuite. Dining room, 
kitchen, three bedrooms, shower room, upvc 
DG. Gas CH via replaced combi. 

£117,950 - Open to Offers 



YEW TREE COURT BARRY 

Third floor apartment. Two bedrooms, 
balcony views overlooking Romilly Park. 
Fitted kitchen, spacious livng room. 
Designated parking. 

£114,950 


HEOL CORSWIGEN, BARRY 

Modern detached. Three bedrooms, wc, cloakroom, 
living room, dining room, fitted kitchen/breakfast. 
Master with ensuite. Private enclosed garden. 
Raised sun deck terrace. Detached garage. 

£184,950 


ROMILLY PARK ROAD, BARRY 

1930’s bay fronted. Semi detached. Retaining many 
original features. Stained glass windows, block floor¬ 
ing. Three bedrooms. Sea & Park views. Two recep¬ 
tion rooms, wc cloakroom. Kitchen/dining room. 

£304,950 


CLOS YR FULFRAN, BARRY 

Stunning detached dwelling. Far reaching sea views. Six 
bedrooms, two ensuites and family bathroom. Living room, 
dining room, sun lounge, sitting room, integral garage. 
Enclosed rear garden, patio area. Laid to lawn, side access. 

£349,950 


PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY 

Stunnirig views over the Vale. Dorma detached bun¬ 
galow. To the ground floor: living, dining room, bath¬ 
room and bedroom. To the 1 st floor: two bedrooms, 
ensuite and dressing room. Garage/parking. 

£329,950 


LOWER FARM COURT, RHOOSE 

Showhome presented. Luxury living. Maintenance free. 
Approx 11 years old. Modern dwelling. Four bedrooms 
(ensuite). Refurbished by present owners. Luxury kitchen & 
bathroom. Two rece||ion rooms. Util^ room. Double garage. 


WE URGENTLY NEED PROPERTIES TO LET-WE HAVE MANY TENANTS WAITING 
A FULLY MANAGED SERVICE FOR ONLY 8% + VAT 
Call now and speak to Rob Parker or Linda Deacon on 01446 734668 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

0' £. 4 CoevfTMrrjjM 

• lt*%« ►tw 0«u% 

✓ 24 Hcu' 7 Qairm 
•' Morftv ■/*»* 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


3°Q. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 




CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


i_yale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
m 01656 349 281 




1 ^ 


SS www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

' BKnds 

•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
V COVERING ALL AREAS J 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


^BLBND SALEHV 

STARLINE 

Awnings 81; Blinds 

Unit 3 &4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 




TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 




Aerial & Satellite Installations - 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
, 3 Poor Reception Fixed 
OAP Discounts 
^ Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

^ • Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 




BRIDGEND 
CONSTRUCTION 


Est 1979 - 33 years experience 

• Extensions • Loft Conversions & Kitchens 

• Carpentry • Joinery • Maintenance Work 

Call Neil for more information 


01656 721496" 0797# 748366 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


BUILD 

Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

Email your drawings 
for a quotation. 

info@davembuiidtech.co.uk 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



PROPERTY 
' MAINTENANCE 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



Use the GEM to promote 
your business. 

42,000 newspapers reaching 
from Penarth to Porthcawl. 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 



. / V h 


' - " L 


The GEM 01446 774484 


GRAB I 

PLANT HIRE LTD 




lueGEM 

01446 774484 




From creating a Pathway to 
Buildinq a Home, we can provide 
the complete service. 


01446 700535 





Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


google me @ 
guil^fmastersweeps 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALETlPW ON 

• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 

Rails/Poles jBT 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds Bfl 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 



^^11II il 11 il I IQW 


) Excel Swee^ 

All Chimneys swept - Stoves refurbished 
Cowls fitted - Nests removed 
Fully Insured - Guild Certificates issued 


01446 688141 / 07508 839120 

www.excelsweeps.co.uk 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 
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Hits wood 


GUTTER CLEANING 


Kitchens •Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance‘Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


VALE CARPETS 

comM. to- <fotc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 




John Clissett 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Interior & Exterior^ 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 
Award Winning Decorator 


Professional & Affordable 




NH 


Painter 

Decorator 


Time served, Qualified Professional^ 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 


www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 



Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ domestic and 
ConvrmrciaC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering I 

01446 771137 cir Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


MS Decorating 


D.B. DECORATION LTD 
Interior & Exterior, 
Painting & Decorating 

Over 30 years’ experience 
High quality work 

Contact David Bradbury 
01446 750256 or 07811 317954 
WWW. dbdecoration .com 


<c njJ(b[>aLbLlQ 


For all your 
Interior & Exterior 
Painting & 
Decorating 
20 years experience 


07855 539545 


r^TEyE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 

For a Internal 

Pfgg & External 

Quote... W Painting, 

Decorating. 
Coving. 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
Tieatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


HEATH 

WINDOWS & DDDRS 

T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 
www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


JI)®[Ta[bQ© 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

AU electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


01446 771655 p-fc 
07885 347642 I 


Approved Contractor 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


H— 


hy 


Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob; 07970 764590 





ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

V WBM 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Domestic 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

• Installations 

• Fault Finding Y 

• Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY = 
AVAILABLE S 

01446 733773 
07816 091425 






Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
^Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

I r Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 

■ '-.Ik' ^vices.co.uk 

For a FREE quote contact 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 
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Combination Boiier 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


imm 


Washing Machines Eiectric 
Cookers, Tumbie Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers lassoi 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 






K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, Just ask! 


I Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 




Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly adviee. Great Priees 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Bridce 

Vue 

Tree SavieES 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


01446 

774484 
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J P EDWARE>S 

Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers / 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns .Mta 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


J.M.C Ryan & Son 


014M 7M127 
»«•» > 


0771* OOSSSA 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation y* 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 ^*5 
01446 740176 53440 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 



S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates _ 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 22 , 0 ^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


TKflumhin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

IP 

0M44 4t|f71 
^ i orff M4 mm 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 




All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


mmes 


Established 19871 

Cp" 

I ROOFING Ltd ^ 

Roofing & Waterproofing Speciaiists 


Flat Roof Specialists 
life expectancy 50 years + 

Slates & Tiled Roofs 

Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

Domestic & Commercial 

All Work Guaranteed 

^ Over 30 Years Experience 

I Free No Obligation Survey 

Discounts given to OAP’s 


& 0 SI 


01446 775145 / 07974 953414 

www.cfrroofing.co.uk 


01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


v,[ia®il®CPOoi 

LANEWISE 
PmVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
V 07798 501267 




GabtfCyis 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 



Bonny Pier 

WaU & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 





INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Buiiders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


Your local Skip Hire Co. 
Mtor Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 


80% of , Waste Recycled 

□ Satu 

Ram 

Rrc 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


REMOVE^ 


YCLE RE-USE 

15 


Abacus Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same caiendar month 


2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



0800 

0304549 


\WaDf]Q©(£l 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRRP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


liWiHl minimum - Any vehicle 
with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 

iaii.li] minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


laiiiiii minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


I www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk I 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


ISCRAPYOU 

R CAR LEGALLY 

Avoid 

USE 

the cell- 

;a&l! 

M 

<St L 

VEHICLE R 
& SCRAP h 



ECYCI 

lETAL 


; We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 

We will beat anv orice localIv 1^1^11^ for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

; insurance or 3rd party 

writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

1 the DVLA and 1 

\ Environmental / 

\ Agency in / 
Barry 

Call US today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


<C ZM® 0®s ©aQ® 




Professional, reliable 01446 796582 

and friendly service 07854 168459 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
coiiection, for scrap, 
MOT faiiures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


.)QLi®QsQ©[f_ 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


Use the GEM to promote your business. Reach 
43,000 readers and be seen on the web. 

0 ' i 01446 774484 


Rise & Recline 
Electric Remote 
Control Chair 

In Green draylon, 
good condition. 

£200 

Tel: 01446 711454 


Four Winter 
Tyres for VW 
Polo (05-09) 

Tyres and rims 
included. Plenty of 
wear left. £150 

Tel: 01446 775211 


MFI Cream Finish 
Bedroom Suite 

1 double wardrobe with 
mirror door, 1 double 
wardrobe & single 
wardrobe. 2 5-drawer 
dressers, two bedside 
tables, one double bed, 
headboard & ottoman. 
Tel: 07934 422986 


®cp Qal 


ThtGEM 


R Reg 

Citroen Saxo 
1.1 Injection 

Silver, Long MOT, taxed. 

£650 

02920 704643 

‘Reliable Motor’ 
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Democratic Services 
Gwasanaethau Domocrataidd 

Relief Registrars 

Up %o C15.444 pM pcp>fat8 

EnhaiKcd ralM lor ivooltond working jnd bonk holidjfyt 
M X-OS eS99 

Business Management arKi Innovation 
Rheoil Bosnes ac Arloesi 

Care Attendant * 

Temporary for up lo 12 months 
Up to CB.01 por hour 

tnhaiKod rates lor fveekend working «r>d bank hollOsys 
IB S hours to bo worsad o«sr 3 atys a wMk 
Raf! VXX*»PV64B 

Domestic Assistant x2 ’ 

Temporary for up lo 12 nrw>nlhs 
Up to £6 47 por hOi« 

tnhsfKod rales lor iraokend working end bonk hoHdays 
Rtf \0CC/PY746- 1B46hcMslotie wurkedoMor Bdeystf wmw 
R tf V.COFY743 22.5 hours lo be worked owir 4 days a wsok 

For further Informahon end on oppAceiiori form contoct 
the CouiKd by vmting wwwvaloofglamorgan.goviuk or 
laliiphane Conlect OneVolo on 01446 700111 between 
Bofn-Optn. 

Cloelr^ Oete* 21 kebruery 2ei3 



CARERS 

required for 

DISABLED 
YOUNG MAN 
in Cardiff 

(Personal, social 
and domestic care). 
Shifts negotiable. 
For further details call 

01446 794364 


WEST FARM 
VETERINARY 
CLINICS LTD 

Vale of Glamorgan, South Wales 
Part Time/Full Time Vet Nurse 
Experienced or Qualified 


•IrH? 

iitki\A/olAo * 


100% Small Animal Practice with no on calls 
and ooh. Dedicated vets and nurses are eager to 
meet the right candidate. Please call 

West Farm Vet Clinic on 01446 774016 
or email us at westfarmvets@hotmail.co.uk 


Th« GEM is looking for a 

First Class T5^ist 

For shift work (llam-7pm, 
Mondays & Tuesdays and holiday cover) 

You must be able to type a minimum of 80wpm 
whilst maintaining accuracy, and an 
excellent spelling abiHty, as spellcheck is not 
relied upon. Familiarity with Apple Mac is 
an advantage but training will be given on the 
operating system. A good knowledge of our 
distribution area is required. 

12 month contract at minimum wage, 
based in Cowbridge. 

Initial interview will be a competancy test. 
Please email your relevant quaUfications and 
experience to: caroline@tindlenews.co.uk 
(No telephone enquiries please. VSfe can only respond 
to those candidates we wish to interview.) 


Happy Birthday^ 

GARETH 
JAMIESON 



on 8th February 

Best wishes from alf 
your friends at The GEM 

HAVE A GREAT day! 


WILLIAMS 

Peacefully on January 28 at Llandough 
Hospital after a short illness, Philemon 
Bassett (Phil), aged 86 years of Radnor 
Green, Barry. Dearly loved husband of 
Barbara and brother of Norman and the 
late Vincent, loved brother-in-law to 
Valerie, Dorothy and Mary. Cherished 
uncle to all his nephews and nieces. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son funeral home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry, until the funeral on 
Friday February 8. Service at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry, 
where family and friends please meet 4.30pm. 
Family flowers only, if desired, donations may 
be handed to the funeral director after the 
funeral for British Lung Foundation Wales. 


^ Sherwood, Joan 

Died peacefully on January 29th. 

Beloved wife of the late Alf Sherwood. 
Mother of Jane Sherwood and 
the late Robert Sherwood. 

Funeral: Church service 12.15pm Monday February 
11th at the Holy Cross church in Cowbridge, then 
Coychurch Crematorium at 1.15pm. 




BAGSTAFF 



Terry 

Suddenly but peacefully on February 1 at Princess 
of Wales Hospital, Bridgend, Terry of Llantwit 
Major. Dearly loved husband of Sadly and loving 
father of Stephanie. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday Febmary 11, service 
and cremation 1.45pm at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home, donations in hen, if desired, to British 
Heart Foundation c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 







Tjpruf 


edHov 




West End, ^ 

2 Bed House 


BARRY 

Close to town centre. 


£800pcm 

GCH, DG. 


Bond required. 

Tel: 07976 921201 


Tel: 07581 464352 


The GiM Reaching 
the people from 
Penartn to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 




LOST 

Wick area on February 4. 

CHILLI’ 

GOLDEN COCKER 
SPANIEL (BITCH) 

Please ring 

07739 438868 



LICENSING ACT 2003 

Section 17(5) 

Notice of Application 
for a Premises Licence 
NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT 

An application hasbeen made 
to Bridgend County Borough 
Council (the Licensing 
Authority) for a 

PREMISES LICENCE 

To permit licensable activities which 
it is proposed wiil be carried out, on 
or from the premises shown below. 
Details of the application may be 
inspected between the hours of 
Monday to Thursday 0830 to 1700 
hours and Friday 0830 to 1630 
hours at Civic offices, Angel Street, 
bridgend, CF31 4WB or by visiting 
the authority’s website: 
www.bridgend.gov.uk 
Any responsibie authority or any 
other person may make 
representations in respect of the 
appiication, which must be 
submitted, in writing, to the foilowing 
address before the date shown 
beiow:- 

Licensing Section, Bridgend County 
Borough Council, Civic Offices, 
Angel Street, Bridgend, CF31 4WB. 
Name of Applicant: 

Mr Franco Saivatore Scuto 
Name and postai address 
of the premises: 

Franco’s Restaurant 
53 Noiton Sreet, Bridgend. 

CF31 3AD. 

Statement of intended 
iicensabie activities: 

Supply of alcohol, recorded music 
Mon to Sat 10:00 - 23:30 & 

Sun 12:00 - 22:30 hours; 

31st Dec 10:00-01:00 hours. 

Late night refreshments 
Mon to Sat 23:00 - 23:30 hours. 

Live music 

Mon toThurs 18:00 - 23:00 hours; 
Fri to Sat 18:00-23.30 hours; 
Sunday 18:00 - 22:30 hours. 

31st Dec 18:00 - 01:00 hours. 

Date by which representations 
must be made: 4th March, 2013. 
This notice remains in force from 
and inciuding the day after the giving 
of this notice to the licensing 
authority, namely 4th February, 
2013, for 28 consecutive days. 

It is an offence knowingly or 
recklessly to make a false statement 
in connection with an application. 
The maximum fine on summary 
conviction is £5,000. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern. 
We, The Parish of our Lady 
and St llltyd do hereby give 
notice that we have applied 
to the Licensing Authority 
(Vale of Glamorgan Council) 
for the grant of our Premises 
Licence at Ham Lane, 
Liantwit Major, known as 
Our Lady and St iiityd’s 
Cathoiic Church. 

Any person wishing to make 
representations in respect of 
this application may do so in 
writing to the Licensing 
Team, Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry CF63 
4RU not later than 28 days 
from and including the date 
of this notice (as below). 
Representations received 
after this date will not be 
considered. 

A copy of this application can 
be viewed at the Licensing 
Authority’s address during 
normal office hours. 

It is an offence to knowingly 
or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with 
this application - the 
maximum fine on summary 
conviction being £5,000. 

Signed: F. E. Neizer, 
on behalf of the applicant. 

Dated: 30-1-2013. 


PENARTH COMPUTER 
CLUB NEWS UPDATE 


Playing the 
waiting game 


I T used to be that 
holiday snaps 
took a couple of 
days to process after 
you got home. If 
they were poor pic¬ 
tures, so be it - 
patience was the 
order of the day. 

When Polaroid cam¬ 
eras came out, a cartoon 
showed a tourist, having 
photographed some 
ancient ruins, complain¬ 
ing about the 30 seconds 
it took for the picture to 
develop. 

The early digital cam¬ 
eras had a delay between 
pushing the button and 
the shutter operating. I 
have several seascapes 
because the whales had 
dived during that delay! 

Now cameras are fast 
enough to take several 
pictures a second and 
everyone should be satis¬ 
fied. 

The time between 
shooting the picture and 
being able to see the 
result has been eliminat¬ 
ed (with the added bene¬ 
fit that you can usually 
have another go if you 
are not satisfied). 

The same can be said 
about most aspects of 
computing. But not all. 
There are still a couple of 
things that cause some 
people to complain, pos¬ 
sibly because they do not 
fully understand what is 
happening. 

The helpful boffins 
have kindly given us the 
progress bar so that we 
can see how work is pro¬ 
ceeding. 

We have all been 
impatient when waiting 
for the end of an opera¬ 
tion - only to find that 
the last 10 percent of the 
operation takes a much 
longer time that we have 
been led to believe. 

Unfortunately, an 
accurate timing for, say, 
file copying, is impossi¬ 
ble. The number and size 
of the files being copied 
must be known, as well 


as the speed capability of 
the system components 
(USB 3.0 is a lot faster 
than USB 2.0, not to 
mention that within these 
classes there are varia¬ 
tions in performance 
speeds). 

If you are asking the 
system to be doing some¬ 
thing else at the same 
time, you will be divert¬ 
ing some of the capacity 
and reducing the speed 
that has already been 
assumed in the calcula¬ 
tion. 

If you are installing a 
new programme, you 
might have to select 
components for installa¬ 
tion as you go along, and 
the progress calculation 
has to be adjusted to suit. 
Surely any indication is 
better than none at all. 

More and more people 
are using external hard 
drives to give them more 
storage capacity. Having 
become familiar with the 
quick writing to their 
internal hard drive, they 
wonder why they have to 
wait longer to copy to an 
external drive. 

Again, the boffins are 
being helpful by allow¬ 
ing the external drive to 
save energy by not spin¬ 
ning if it is not being 
used. Then, when need¬ 
ed, it has to ‘spin up’ to 
operating speed again 
before starting work. 

This will happen only 
when the drive has been 
idle long enough for it to 
power down automatical¬ 
ly. Any delay is simply 
the price paid to con¬ 
tribute towards saving 
the planet and reduce 
your energy bill. 

Our next meeting is 
on Tuesday, February 12 
at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, 

Penarth, (7.30pm). 

Brains trust rescheduled 
from the cancelled meet¬ 
ing to this one. 

See penarthcomputer- 
club.co.uk 


HOWARD 

DESMOND 


Coastguards in 
‘bomb on the 
beach’ drama 


PENARTH and Barry 
coastguards responded 
to a dramatic 999 call 
to help Chepstow col¬ 
leagues, after a metal 
object on a beach 
turned out to be an 
unexploded artillery 
shell. 

Niamh 

benefit 

LOCAL fundraisers 
for Barry girl, Niamh 
Tarran, who has cere¬ 
bral palsy, have 
organised a Neil 
Diamond tribute on 
Saturday, February 
16, at The Dockers, 
Vere Street, 

Cadoxton. 

Tickets are £5. 
Contact Emma on 
07523 63717for more 
information. 


A fisherman had 
found a “lump of 
metal” at Beachley 
and called in 
Chepstow Coastguard, 
who said it was harm¬ 
less, but then spotted 
another object on the 
beach - a Second 
World War seven-inch 
artillery shell, which 
had been uncovered 
by the tide. 
Destroyed 

It was three inches 
in diameter and about 
14 inches in length. 

A spokesman for 
the Chepstow coast¬ 
guards reported that 
the artillery shell was 
later safely destroyed 
by a Royal Navy bomb 
disposal team, and 
that they had been 
assisted at the scene 
by colleagues from 
Penarth and Barry 
Coastguard. 
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Planting new Cee’d for futuristic estates! 


MOTORING with 
Tim Saunders 



The Kia Cee^d Sportswagon 


A dded emo¬ 
tion, charac¬ 
ter, 

improved propor¬ 
tions and stance - 
that’s how Peter 
Schreyer, Kia’s 
chief design officer, 
describes the new 
Cee’d Sportswagon 
in comparison to 
its predecessor. 

As I set eyes on it, I 
tend to agree. 
Traditionally estate cars 
have been bland and 
boring, drivers really 
only buying them 
because they needed the 
extra space, rather than 
necessarily wanting to 
drive one. 

I know couples 
where the husband has 
the fun car - the coupe 
- and the wife has the 
estate, under sufferance. 
Thankfully, such pur¬ 


chases are now more 
subjective the more 
attractive they have 
become. The curva¬ 
ceous Cee’d 
Sportswagon is right at 
the forefront of this rev¬ 
olution. 

Mr Schreyer and his 
team should be satisfied 
with a job well done. 

Head on, its sloping 
bonnet complete with 
sophisticated chrome- 
edged grille, sets the 
standard for this futuris- 
tically styled estate. 

Kia has even done 
away with the dull 
‘estate’ term preferring 
instead ‘Sportswagon’ 
shortened to SW - far 
more trendy and upbeat. 

Of course, this puts it 
straight in Peugeot 
308SW territory but in 
terms of classy looks, 
the Kia wins. 

You want to get in 
and drive this car. But 
estates are all about 


load carrying, so we 
must consider the boot 
first. 

It’s capacious and 
has been made as easy 
to use as possible; the 
boot floor flush with the 
tailgate opening as you 
can see in the video at 
testdrives.biz. 

The rear seats fold to 
ensure a completely flat 
load deck. It makes 
light work of the week’s 
shopping and on anoth¬ 
er journey, the month’s 
supply of logs. 

But there’s more to 
the Sportswagon. I 
drove the old Cee’d and 
I was therefore sur¬ 
prised when I first 
stepped inside this new 
model. 

Where its predeces¬ 
sor lacked refinement 
and quality, its replace¬ 
ment oozes with them. 
Seriously, it’s as if VW 
has breathed on certain 
parts, most notably the 


hard and supportive 
driving seat and its 
position - perfect for 
the dreaded motorway 
commute. 

You can imagine that 
this will withstand 
much wear and tear. 

The doors shut with a 
satisfying ‘thunk’ and 
the environment in 
which driver and pas¬ 


sengers find themselves 
is indeed very comfort¬ 
able and of good quali¬ 
ty. Its dashboard 
favours the driver, 
which is a nice touch. 

The SW is let down, 
though, by the use of 
seemingly cheap look¬ 
ing and feeling black 
plastics for the indicator 
and windscreen wiper 


stalks either side of the 
steering wheel. 

Then on opening the 
driver’s window, the 
trim proceeds to rattle 
as I drive along. The 
engine stop/start leaves 
much to be desired for 
me, too as there’s no 
consistency as to when 
it kicks in. 

Iron out these mi nor 
criticisms and this could 
be a faultless vehicle. 

Just two diesel 
engines are available, a 
1.4 or a 1.6 but both 
return well over 60mpg. 
The 1.6 model 
EcoDynamics model 
tested comes with a 
smooth six-speed gear¬ 
box and steering mount¬ 
ed cruise control, stereo 
and telephone functions. 

It’s a responsive 
vehicle, m^ing for an 
enjoyable drive and 
noticeably surprises the 
driver of a Volvo V70 
as I overtake. 


Equipment includes 
adjustable and automat¬ 
ically folding heated 
wing mirrors, air condi¬ 
tioning, all round elec¬ 
tric windows, projection 
headlights, daytime run¬ 
ning lights and even a 
cooled glovebox with 
controls inside. 

“The Kia Cee’d 
Sportswagon is a medi¬ 
um-sized estate that’s 
designed to be practical, 
stylish and good value 
for money,” writes 
Parkers, the car experts. 

“Eurther bolstering 
the Sportswagon’s load¬ 
carrying capabilities are 
roof rails, myriad stor¬ 
age points and a braked 
towing weight of 
1,500kg. 

“The original Kia 
Cee’d SW, launched in 
2007, proved to be a 
spacious and smartly- 
styled small estate 
which didn’t cost much 
to run. The only down¬ 


sides were a dull drive 
and some questionable 
interior trim.” 

Welcome to a new 
breed of exciting estate 
where there is plenty of 
useful storage space 
and good levels of com¬ 
fort. The only thing I 
don’t understand is its 
name - but perhaps it 
relates to vision... as 
Focus does for Ford. 

2012 onwards, new 
price range: £16,895 - 
£24,795; 

Kia Cee’d 

Sportswagon 1.6 CRDi 
4 5d; 

Economy: 64mpg; 

0-60mph: 10.8secs; 

Top speed: 120mph; 

Power: 126bhp; 

Euel capacity: 53 
litres, over 600 to a 
tank. 

Watch the video at 
WWW. testdrives. biz. 



Pupil critic praises 
the village hall panto! 


‘I am a mole and I live in a 
hole’ ... quite a few, actually! 




LEFT 

Robin 

Hood 

meets a 

Welsh 

dragon! 


FOLLOWING their suc¬ 
cess at the Llangan and St 
Mary Hill Village Hall, the 
committee members’ pro¬ 
duction of this year’s 
panto, Robin Hood and 
Snow White, took to the 
stage once more - but this 
time in a school hall. 

The children of Llangan 
Primary School were treated to 


a new year panto performance, 
and what better feedback than 
from the children themselves? 

Here is the note that the 
crew received from a pupil 
soon after the show: 

“I thought it was really good. I 
really enjoyed it when Samantha 
sung her H-A-P-P-Ysong, it was 
amazing. 

“I also thought that Ashley 
was funny playing Dopey. Maud 
was brilliant at being Sleepy. 


“I particularly liked her when 
she was sleeping standing up 
and sleep-walking, it was so 
funny. 

‘All round, it was undescrib- 
able, that is how good it was.” - 
from Sacha in year-5. 

Thank you very much for 
these kind words, Sacha, and 
(hopefully) we will see you 
again next year! 

KL 


GEM reader Geoffrey Harding of Llantwit Major, took this striking photograph on February 2 
near his home.“I’ve called it ‘the great mole flood,’” he said. “The site is several acres of low- 
lying ground near Aberthaw Cement Works. I have lived in this area for more than 40 years 
and have never seen anything quite like it, although I pass this land most days. ” 

Vale AM attends a moving 
exhibition on Vale artist 
at the School of Optometry 

A MOVING photo¬ 
graphic exhibition of 
Vale artist Sol 
Jorgensen’s work, to 
show her life with her 
son, Seth, has been 
opened by Jane Hutt 
AM at the School of 
Optometry at Cardiff 
University. 

Mencap Cymru is 
promoting the exhibi¬ 
tion, which is also sup¬ 
ported by Disability 
Arts Cymru, raising 
awareness of the needs 
and interests of dis¬ 
abled young people 
and their carers. 

The Vale AM com¬ 
mented: “It is a truly 
thought-provoking 
exhibition and a privi¬ 
lege to look inside Sol 
and Seth’s world.” 





































13 Unlucky for some 


TOYOTA 
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Reserve a new 
“13 Plate” Toyota 
today and get... 


0 


Plus uihen you order your 
neui **13 plate** Toyota 
before 28th Feb you can 
choose lof3 offers... 


A FREE PRIVATE NUMBER PLATE 


OR A FREE IPAD" 


OR A FREE 32" LCD HD TV‘ 


Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF31 I 'r f) 

Tel: 01656 858334 / ^ 

www.toyotaworldbridqend.tdTO^co.uk 


TOVOTA 

UMRRAIITV 
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Family affair at 
Cowbridge TKD 


RIGHT: Lee 
Treadwell (right) 
with son Luke and 
Simon Griffiths. 
COWBRIDGE Tae 
Kwon Do instruc¬ 
tor, Master Simon 
Griffiths 4th dan, 
proudly presented 
his club’s student 
of the year 2012 
honour to Lee 
Treadwell. 

With Lee following 
in his son Luke’s foot¬ 
steps, who had been 
presented the same tro¬ 
phy in 2011, the night 
was a real family affair. 

Lee had been taking 
his son Luke to the 
Cowbridge club every 
Wednesday for the past 
few years. Sitting on the 
sidelines watching 
Luke’s development, 
Lee decided to have a 
go himself and join in 
the classes. 



His fitness and agility 
quickly improved. He 
soon found that Tae 
Kwon Do was a great 
sport in which he could 
participate and bond 
with his son while keep¬ 
ing fit. 

Anyone wishing to 


join the club should 
contact Taekwondo- 
cymru.co.uk, 07791 
232673, or come along 
to classes held at 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
on Wednesdays from 
6pm-7.30pm. SG 


Cowbridge under-7s get 
mixed results at Llantwit 


COWBRIDGE 
under-7s travelled 
to Llantwit Major 
in eager anticipa¬ 
tion of their first 
match in two 
months. 

The damp, muddy 
conditions did not deter 
Team 1, who got off to 
a flying start with three 
tries in the first two 
minutes. 

Henry Pugh broke 
through first, quickly 
followed by James 
Collingridge, who 
scored two tries with 
some strong running, 
one after capitalising on 
a Llantwit turnover. 

Continuous 
Cowbridge pressure 
allowed Ollie Gale to 
pick up the ball and run 
for the line, and Charlie 
Berkley-Smith marked 
his debut with an 
impressive try. 

Llantwit managed to 
get back into the game, 
but further tries from 
Ollie, loan Phillips and 
Osian Bruce meant that 
Cowbridge went into 
the second half with a 
strong 8-3 advantage. 


The second half was 
a little more closely 
fought but Osian, Ollie, 
James and Henry all 
added to their try count 
to assure Cowbridge of 
a 12-5 victory. 

Team I’s second 
game was against the 
under-8 s and Llantwit 
began strongly, 
although tries from 
Ollie and James kept 
Cowbridge in the game. 

Sustained Cowbridge 
pressure led to loan 
Phillips picking up the 
ball and running in to 
score to make it 3-4 at 
half time. 

Cowbridge demon¬ 
strated great determina¬ 
tion against the older 
team in the second half, 
with Charlie Berkley- 
Smith and James 
Collingridge adding 
further tries to top their 
good performances, and 
great running from 
Osian (despite losing a 
boot!) concluding the 
match in a narrow 8-6 
defeat. 

Team 2 played the 
under-8 s first, and were 
completely shell¬ 
shocked by the end of 


I^NDOWl 

Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 


the first half, with 
Llantwit dominating the 
scoring with seven 
unanswered tries. 

However Cowbridge 
rallied in the second 
half winning it 5-3, 
with lightning running 
from Joe Davies and 
James Lord, earning 
them two and three 
tries respectively. Final 
score 10-5 to Llantwit. 

Team 2 then dis¬ 
played a more solid 
team performance 
against the under-7s, 
piling the pressure on 
early with a good break 
and try from Ned Rees. 

Sam Jackson charged 
through the defence for 
a score and Joe and 
James again added to 
their try tally. 

Llantwit kept in the 
game with three tries, 
but Cowbridge powered 
away in the second 
half, with Hemy 
Whitehouse running the 
length of the pitch to 
score. 

The result was put 
beyond doubt with 
three further tries by 
Joe Davies, thanks to 
some inspired running 
and great team work. 
Final score 8-3 to 
Cowbridge. 

KD 


Llanharry 
close gap in 
Cowbridge 
darts league 


ON Tuesday, 
January 29, the 
league leaders 
Edmondes ‘B’ beat 
the Cross Inn 8-1, 
but Llanharry still 
managed to reduce 
their lead by beat¬ 
ing the Old Post 
Ladies 9-0. 

In a surprise result, 
third place Edmondes 
‘A’ were beaten 5-4 by 
the Highwayman Inn. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings: Edmondes ‘B’ (61 
points), Llanharry (58), 
Edmondes ‘A’ (50), Hare 
and Hounds (45), White 
Lion (40), Earmers Arms 
& Came Arms (35), 
Cross Inn (31), Old Post 
Ladies (25) & 

Highwayman Inn (25). 

On Eebmary 12, the 


league programme con¬ 
tinues when the 
Edmondes 'A' host the 
Earmers Arms, the Old 
Post Ladies host the 
Highwayman Inn, the 
Came Arms host the 
Edmondes 'B', the Hare 
& Hounds host the Cross 
Inn and Llanharry host 
the White Lion. 

All matches start at 
8.30pm and spectators 
are always welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion and any enquires 
please e-mail Paul at 
cowbridgedarts® google 
mail.com, up-to-date 
information on upcom¬ 
ing matches, league 
results and league table 
can be found on 
www.darts. apsn. co. uk. 

PT 


Under-12s’ lose 
out to old rivals 
in Blues Cup 


ON a very heavy 
pitch with a huge 
slope, Llanishen 
beat Cowbridge 
under-12s 15-7 in 
the second round of 
the Blues Cup. 

Both teams know 
each other’s game well, 
but it was Llanishen 
whose game favoured 
the conditions. Playing 
with the slope and the 
wind, Cowbridge failed 
to take advantage in the 
first half. 

The first half was 
strewn with handling 
and individual errors 
from both teams. 
Llanishen went into the 
break 3-0 up, having 
shown their determina¬ 
tion to win the game by 
taking the three points - 
this is the first time the 
boys have played against 
a team prepared to take 
the penalty kick rather 
than tap and go. 

To Cowbridge’s credit 
they did try to play their 
usual free -flowing pass¬ 
ing game but the condi¬ 
tions were against them. 

After the break, 
Llanishen played the ter¬ 
ritorial game very well, 
and Cowbridge strug¬ 
gled to get out of their 
own 22. 

After being camped 
on their own line for five 


ChipsAway 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

t/Quick i/Convenient t^Fu Ily guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
• Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 
To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 78781 


or visit _ 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 



minutes, Cowbridge 
conceded the game’s 
first try. 

An attacking scrum 
allowed the Llanishen 
backs to simply pass the 
ball along the line for 
their outside centre to 
get round the Cowbridge 
defence to score in the 
comer, making it 8-0 to 
Llanishen. 

Straight from the 
restart, Llanishen put 
Cowbridge back into 
their 22 with a huge 
clearing kick. 

Cowbridge started to 
chase the game and 
inevitably mistakes crept 
in. 

The forwards were 
tacking hard and fighting 
for the ball at the break¬ 
down, but in twos and 
threes, whereas the 
Llanishen pack played as 
a unit of eight. The 
Cowbridge backs tried to 
relieve the pressure with 
some clearing kicks, 
only to be placed straight 
back in the comer. 

With 10 minutes to 
go, another five-metre 
attacking scrum from 
Llanishen led to the 
game’s decisive try. 

Quick ball from the 
scmm put the Llanishen 
inside centre through on 
a crash ball - only a 
great defensive tackle 
from the Cowbridge 7, 
Ben Jones, stopped a 
certain try, but with 
quick ball from the 
breakdown Llanishen 
strolled over to make the 
score 15-0. 

Cowbridge did not let 
their heads drop, and in 
the last play of the game 
R Williams powered 
over for a consolation 
try; I Williams convert¬ 
ed. 

Einal score: Llanishen 
15 - Cowbridge 7. 

Many congratulation 
to the Llanishen boys, 
and we wish them well 
in the quarter final 
against St Peters. 

GJ 


Charlotte is Llantwit 
Major’s karate kid 


A LLANTWIT MAJOR 
School pupil, Charlotte York, 
recently took two gold medals 
in the girls Shotokan Kata and 
under-16 girls open kata. 

A spokeswoman said: “Competition 
was extremely tough. The first cate¬ 
gory that she entered was Shotokan, 
and all went well in the first heat until 
an uncharacteristic wobble while land¬ 
ing after a jump in the penultimate 
move on her opening Kata. Even so, 
Charlotte was strong enough with the 
rest of her sequence to get through to 


the next round. 

“After that, she didn’t look back, 
composed her nerves and ultimately 
went on to win the gold medal in. 
With her confidence brimming, she 
went into the under-16 girls open kata 
category, where lots of different styles 
of karate are used. 

“She convincingly got through the 
first round, and again didn’t look back 
as she absolutely nailed her next kata, 
which scored her the most points and 
yet another gold medal. 
Congratulations Charlotte!” 


Athletic 
play this 
weekend 

BRIDGEND 
Athletic RFC have 
rearranged their 
home 
Championship fix¬ 
ture with Whitland 
for this coming 
Saturday, February 
9, kick off 1pm. 

Spectators are also 
invited to watch the fol¬ 
lowing internationals on 
the big screen in the 
newly refurbished func¬ 
tion room at the Ewenny 
Road clubhouse. 

AB 


Major 
beaten 
by the 
weather! 

ONCE again the 
weather defeated 
Llantwit Major 
AFC on Saturday, 
as their away match 
at Bridgend Street 
was postponed due 
to a waterlogged 
pitch in Cardiff. 

Now into Eebruary 
with more than half their 
fixtures still to be played, 
the Major remain fourth 
in the table and could go 
second if they win their 
games in hand. 

The next fixture is at 
home on Eebruary 9 to 
fifth placed Llanwern, 
kick off at 2pm at the 
Windmill Lane. PL 


Bowls 

club 

seeks 

fixtures 

DUE to unforeseen 
circumstances, 
Barry Athletic 
Bowls Club have 
fixture availability 
on Saturdays in the 
coming season. 

Any private greens or 
municipal clubs would 
be welcome; the dates 
are April 27 (home at 
Barry Island); May 4 
(away); May 18 (away) 
and July 6 (home or 
away). 

Contact club secre¬ 
tary Clive Cottrell on 
01446 410708. 

RP 


Double success 
at Tiverton for 
Ogmore’s Nick 


OGMORE'S Nick 
Williams bagged a 
double at the 
rearranged 
Tiverton Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases at 
Chipley Park on 
Saturday. 

Williams, younger 
brother of National Hunt 
jockey Christian, won 
the Intermediate on 
Andy Quick's grey My 
Pella and the second 
division of the maiden 
on George Reid owned 
by the Shinton family 
and trained by Steve 
Bevan at Bridgend. 

My Pella, owned and 
trained by Andy Quick 
mine host of the 
Greendown Inn, Drope, 
near Cowbridge, won 
easily despite trying to 
run out after jumping 
the last fence.Welsh 
champion rider John 
Mathias took the first 
division of the maiden 
on the Prench-bred 
Robin Will. 

TIM'S IN FORM 

Saved By John, an 
eight-year-old bay 
gelding trained at 
Aberthin by Tim 
Vaughan and ridden 
by Richard Johnson, 
made all the running 
at Wincanton last 
Thursday to win the 
Elite Racing Club 
Novices Handicap 
Chase by the shortest 
distance possible- a 
nose. 

Strongly challenged 
in the closing stages by 
the favourite Bury 


Parade, Saved By John, 
a 4-1 chance, held on 
bravely to land the 
spoils. 

Earlier in the week at 
Lingfield , Oscar's Den, 
also partnered by 
Richard Johnson, got 
home by three parts of a 
length from the odds-on 
favourite Guest Of 
Honour ridden by the 
legendary A P McCoy. 

BRIAN LEE 


Llantwit 

Major 

darts 

table 

LLANTWIT 
MAJOR & district 
darts league tables: 
'A' League Table 

Kings Head ‘Al’ 115 
WenvoeArms 111 
Call to Arms 110 
Shoes Peterston 109 
Kings Cup 94 
Golden Cups 88 
Pox & Hounds 83 
Rugby Club 75 
Blacksmith Arms 'AT 74 
Lamb & Plag 70 
Pour Bells 68 
Blacksmith Arms 'A2' 67 
Kings Head ‘A2’ 46 
C League Table 
Lamb & Plag ‘Cl’ 105 
Call to Arms 88 
Kings Cup 86 
Lamb & Plag ‘C2’ 81 
Kings Head ‘Cl’ 72 
Golf Club 69 
Kings Head ‘C2’ 48 
Rugby Club 18. 

DC 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Foeut 

FcPd Focus 



fort} 

Tnintpdriar 
9 Mit minIbuoM 



(01656) 

•660160 

FUi iivaiMbk* on Our we n itn 

WWW wickvdiihire.co.ulc 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 


Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 



Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 




07 57 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia 5-Dr. 
Red, Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, 
Bluetooth, E/Windows, C/Locking, 60k 


07 57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.3 CDTi 5-Dr. 
Blue, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
Alloys, E/Windows, C/Locking, 81 k. 


07 07 PEUGEOT 2071.616v Sport 2-Dr 
Cabriolet. Silver, Full Red & Black Leather, Parking 
Sensors, 6-CD-Player, Air Con, Heated Seats, 76k 


07 07 VW Transporter Shuttle 1.9 TDi PD 85PS S 1 07 57 FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec S 3-Dr. 
Minibus. Grey, Diesel, 9 Seater, 1 Owner, FSH, 2 I Black, Fiesel F Ford SH, Alloys, CD Player, 
Sliding Doors, Barn Boot, CD Player, 64k I Air Con, E/Windows, C/Locking, 53k 



08 58 BMW 520D SE 4-Dr Saloon. Black, ■ 04 04 FORD Fusion 1.4 TDCi 2 5-Dr 
Diesel, 10wner, Climate & Cruise Control, (Estate. Silver, Diesel, FSH, Air Con, CD 
6 Speed, Bluetooth, Parking Sensor, 83k I Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 86k 



09 09 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Elite 
(160) 5-Dr. Red, Sat Nav, Diesel, Full Black 
Leather, 1 Owner, Parking Sensors, Cruise 
& Climate Control, Bluetooth, MFSW, 96k. 


£7,990 



07 57 CHEVROLET Matiz 1.0 SE-f 5- 
Dr. FSH, Air Con, 1/2 Blue Cloth Seats, 
CD Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 40k 




07 57 RANGE ROVER 3.6 TDV8 4-Dr. Grey, Diesel, 
Auto, FSH, Full Beige Leather, Sat Nav, TV, 6-CD 
Player, Parking Sensors and Camera, MFSW, 
Heated Seats & Steering Wheel, Much more, 79k 



735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 
Diesel M-Sport 

In white with tan leather, 40,000 miles, 
1 owner, huge specification 

£29,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£2,495 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micra 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£5,495 



25 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible 

In Met Blue/Black, leather, 
46,000 miles, 1 owner 

£2,695 


09 BMW X5 X-Drive 35 Diesel M-Sport. In white, with tan 

leather, 40,000 miles, 1 owner, huge specification. 

.£29,995 

07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 miles, 

rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc, 

£30 road tax, low insurance.£7,495 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at.£6,995 

56 VOLVO V70 SE 2.4 (170) Auto Estate. In silver with 

black leather, 39,000 miles, FSH .£6,995 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, a/c, 

alloys etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 

beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav .£6,495 

10 MITSUBISHI Colt 13 CZ2 5-Dr. In met blue, 25,000 

miles, low road tax.£5,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with full 

leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,995 

09 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Platinum 5-dr. In silver, 15,000 

miles. £30 road tax, with a/c.£5,695 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 
alloys .£5,695 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 
with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 
only .£5,495 

57 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In black, 29,000 miles, 

superb throughout .£5,495 

55 MINI ‘One’ In silver, 33,000 miles with pan-roof, etc. Very 

nice example at .£5,495 

52 FORD Fusion 1.4 Diesel Pursuit. In met blue, 37,000 
miles, superb value at .£5,295 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 
insurance.£4,995 


08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

57 RENAULT Clio 1.6 Privilege 5-Dr. In met black, 27,000 

miles, top of the range Clio at.£4,995 

07 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met blue, 
47,000 miles, alloys, CD etc.£4,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 1/2 
leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,795 

57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

09 FIAT Panda 1.1 Active Eco. In silver, 26,000 miles. Low 

running costs.£4,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met silver, 

57,000 miles, low insurance.£4,495 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In ice blue 

metallic, 49,000 miles.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

56 CITROEN C4 VTR 1.6 Coupe. In met-burgundy, 45,000 

miles, great looking car at .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VW Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles with a/c, 
c/d, etc.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low insurance + 

£30 road tax, with sun roof.£3,795 

05 FIAT Panda 1.3 4x4. In red, 47,000 miles, sporty 

economical 4x4 at .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible in 
silver. Fantastic value.£3,495 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and black, 

45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 33,000 miles, 
£30 road tax.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 5-Dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,695 

04 FORD Mondeo 2.0 Diesel 4-Dr Zetec. In met grey, 

56,000 miles, low running costs.£2,695 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 88,000 
miles, fantastic MPG .£2,695 

52 PEUGEOT 206 Convertible. In met blue/black, leather, 

46,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,695 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£2,495 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 

£30 road tax.£2,495 

54 FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In silver frost met., 80,000 

miles, air con etc.£2,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 
miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£2,195 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 
miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£7,495 



56 JAGUAR X-lype 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03 MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, black half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


RBC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff - Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 

RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Approval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs, Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting and Bodywork; 

if the dealer can do it, so can vi/e! 



The Technical Spe d eietm for Advanced Qermen Vehicli 

5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
WWW. permoveo ltd u k 

0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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TOO MUCH BLUDGEON, 
NOT ENOUGH RAPIER? 

...Wales lose their crown, despite 
their heroic but belated fight-back 



A las, the crown slipped 
sideways off the reign¬ 
ing Six Nations ruler’s 
head, as a rampant Ireland 
destroyed all hope of Wales 
retaining their Grand Slam 
title, at a stroke, in 43 minutes 
of hopelessly one-sided action 
at Cardiff’s Millennium 
Stadium on Saturday. 

No matter that the men in green 
then spent the next 37 minutes in 
embattled defence - unable to add a 
single point to their score - as a tor¬ 
pid Wales team was suddenly ener¬ 
gised by reinforcements from the 
bench, finally shrugged off their 
inertia and an abysmal, error- 
strewn first half, and mounted a 
commendable, but ultimately futile, 
fight-back. 

For the damage had already been 
done by the ruthlessly-efficient 
Irish, who did what the Welsh camp 
had earlier in the week vowed their 
own players would do, and came 
rushing out of the blocks from the 
start - rattling up a commanding 
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23-3 lead at half time and threaten¬ 
ing even worse to come after the 
change-over. 

Two emphatic tries by left wing 
flier Simon Zebo and prop Cian 
Healy, converted by the assured No 
10, Jonathan Sexton, who also land¬ 
ed three penalties - with just a sin¬ 
gle penalty kick by Wales’ fullback 
Leigh Halfpenny in reply - had 
silenced the capacity 73,230 crowd. 

They must have feared they were 
about to see the clock turned back 
to a time, not so very long ago (that 
they hoped had gone for ever) when 
landslide Welsh defeats were the 
norm rather than the exception. 

The gloom in the stadium 
increased when just three minutes 
into the second half, man-of-the- 
match, peerless Brian O’Driscoll, 
dived through a gap in the wilting 
Welsh defence for his side’s third 
try (bringing his personal interna¬ 
tional tally to 46). 

The simple conversion was 
popped over with aplomb by Sexton 
for a seemingly unas¬ 
sailable 30-3 lead - and 
the disbelieving home 
crowd now waited 
apprehensively for the 
floodgates to open and 
swamp sorry Wales, 
who seemed to have no 
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with just five minutes of play 
remaining, the task proved beyond 
them, and it was the weary but vic¬ 
torious Irish who left the field with 
hopes of a Triple Crown and even a 
Grand Slam still intact. 

The Welsh camp were left to rue¬ 
fully lick their wounds, and reflect 
on a display that in the first half 
had ranged from mediocre to truly 
abysmal, only partly redeemed by 
a spirited second half showing that 
had shown frustrating glimpses of 
this young team’s true worth, and 
had certainly contributed to an 
enthralling contest to watch. 

Notwithstanding the fact that half 
a dozen leading players were absent 
through injury, the Welsh camp will 
surely be asking themselves some 
hard questions this week as to what 
went wrong: Specifically, how could 
such a talented young team have 
fallen so far below the high stan¬ 
dards that had brought them wide 
acclaim in the 2011 Rugby World 
Cup and won a Grand Slam only 
last year? 

Worryingly, Wales are now 
entrenched in a confidence-sapping 
cycle of defeat and have just days to 


find the answer before they have to _ „ „ „ 

face their next big test - in Paris on comeTefore reputation. 

Saturday and restore badly-bat- - - - 

, . ... , tered morale - if they are to avoid a 

answer to simple, direct • xu i • 

_ninth loss m a row. 

Interim head coach Robert 
Howley and the other assistant 
coaches, of course, will be acutely 
aware that Wales’ rapid decline has 
happened on their watch, in the 
absence of head coach Warren 
Gatland - whose attention is fully 
engaged elsewhere, preparing for 
the British & Irish Lions’ tour to 
Australia. 

present, sober-faced, in 
'^mplete reyerZl of the the stands on Saturday to keep a 
first half, as the heroic watching brief on potential recruits 
fight-back yielded three his tour party. 

One wonders just what he was 
thinking as he watched his usual 
charges floundering in disarray 
against a superior, but not totally 


rugby played with pace 
and intensity. 

It didn’t happen, for 
suddenly the sleepers 
awoke, rubbed their 
eyes, remembered they 
too were there to play 
rugby with a Six 
Nations championship 
at stake - and amazing¬ 
ly, the tables were 
turned in an almost 


tries and the crowd 
found their voice again. 
In the end, though. 


Italy have shown the way in their 
remarkable and, by all accounts, 
fully-deserved 23-18 victory over 
pre-tournament favourites France. 

It currently puts the Azzurri in 
third place in the table... and they 
will be now be targeting the hapless 
Scots (hammered 38-18 by England 
on Saturday) and Wales as their 
next big scalps, with the grim 
prospect of these two fighting to 
avoid the wooden spoon come tour¬ 
nament’s end. Perish the thought! 

What greater incentive could there 
be for Wales to cast off the shackles, 
regain self-belief and this time come 
out with all guns blazing against a 
shell-shocked French side that will 
be under huge pressure of their own 
to perform, not least from a notori¬ 
ously volatile home crowd. 


RIGHT: 
Drafted-in second 
row, Andrew 
Coombes, gave a 
stand-out display on 
his international 
debut for Wales. 









ABOVE: Welsh dejection following another Irish try turns to joy, as Leigh Halfpenny goes over to add to second half tries by Alex Cuthbert and 
substitute Craig Mitchell. Halfpenny’s two conversions and earlier penalty brought Wales to within eight points of Ireland’s 
total, but it wasn’t quite enough to claw back the 20-point lead Wales had allowed their opponents to build up in the first half. 


convincing Ireland side, whose own 
try line was breached three times in 
the second half, lost two men to the 
‘sin bin’ - and came perilously near 
to surrendering a massive 30-point 
lead at the end. 

For Howley, though, the after- 
math of the 30-22 defeat following 
such a sub-standard performance, 
inevitably brings the media spot¬ 
light squarely on his team selection 
and tactics - both of which have 
been called into question in a 
rugby-mad nation where everyone 
is a selector! 

Certainly, on recent evidence, it 
appears that the Welsh camp may 
have been ‘found out’ in terms of a 
one-dimensional emphasis on size 
and physicality, rather than a more 
subtle, varied approach, particular¬ 
ly in midfield, as O’Driscoll and the 
sharp Irish backline vividly demon¬ 
strated on Saturday. 

Obviously, it is rather late in the 
day for drastic changes in the heat 
of a rapidly-unfolding Six Nations 
tournament, and the selection 
options are limited. 

However, Howley & Co will be 
forced to take some very hard deci¬ 
sions in the light of the harsh les¬ 
sons learned against the Irish, if the 
rot is to be stopped in Paris and 
championship hopes revived. Not 
least is the age-old maxim that form 



SO NEAR...NO 8 Toby Faletau just fails to 
ground the ball at the upright for a try that 
could have led to a remarkable second half 
turn-around and a win for Wales. 


^Sickened by the 
rugby violence' 


MUCH of Don 
John’s article in the 
recent edition of the 
GEM encapsulates 
my views on the 
practices accepted in 
rugby in general. 

The violent events in 
the recent autumn 
Internationals sickened 
me and, after over 70 
years as a player and 
ardent fan, has made me 
reluctant to continue to 
follow the game. 

The attack on Biggar 
whilst trapped in a ruck, 
which resulted in his 
being unable to continue 
playing, was such that if 
it had occurred off the 
field, it could have 
resulted in prosecution 
for assault. 

I was outraged when 
Jonathan Davies com¬ 
mented that “it was a 
fair tackle ”. 

In addition, I am 
amazed that the practice 
of forcibly ‘clearing out’ 
is allowed to the extent 
that it is. 

Why is it that players 
attempting to get posses¬ 
sion of the ball are taken 
out, often violently, by 
the opposition, who have 
no intention of playing 
the ball? 

The scrum is a sham¬ 
bles and a lottery for 
penalties. If the views of 


Brian Moore, on the 
hazards to the players in 
the current situation, 
where the referees allow 
all sorts of illegalities, 
continue to be ignored 
then we will see some 
major court cases with 
rugby unions sued for 
the deaths or serious 
injuries of their players. 

In addition, the prac¬ 
tice of ‘feeding the 
scrums ’ has altered the 
whole pattern of the 
game. 

Huge front rows are 
now essential as the 
chances of winning the 
ball ‘against the head’ 
are negligible, and if 
your side’s scrum is 
under pressure, then 
avoid playing in your 
own half, conceding 
scrums and giving away 
penalties. 

This results in the 
kicking ‘tennis matches ’ 
we have to endure. 

Finally, I have had 
much pleasure from 
playing the game and 
from the social interac¬ 
tions gained whilst sup¬ 
porting my local club. 

Whereas in the past I 
would have hoped that 
my grandsons would 
take up the game at the 
highest level, I now hope 
that they will not. 

John Evans 
















































